
Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 7

Themes/
Topics/
Content

How England Began 
Students explore the beginnings 
of England, from the Romans, to 
the Anglo Saxons, to the 
Vikings, questioning whether 
England was invaded or settled.  
They then move to examine the 
events of 1066, the succession 
crisis and the events 
surrounding the Norman 
invasion.  

Slavery
Students start by 
investigating the nature of 
the British Empire and how 
this created the climate for 
slavery.  They go on to study 
the triangular trade and the 
middle passage, how slave 
auctions worked, and what 
life was like for those 
enslaved.

Medieval England – Religion, 
King and Community
Students explore who really 
controlled Medieval England, 
looking first at religion and 
belief and  the murder of 
Thomas Beckett.  They move 
on to examine the role of the 
King and the importance of 
the Magna Carta before 
finishing with the study of 
the Medieval community.

Native Americans
Students explore the 
native people of North 
America – the Plains 
Indians.  They examine 
their way of life and the 
importance of buffalo and 
horses to sustaining 
independence.  They look 
at Native American 
religion, spirituality and 
belief and the structure of 
society – especially the 
roles of the warrior and 
the medicine man.

‘Romantic’ Crimes –

Witchcraft, Highwaymen, 

Smugglers and Pirates

Students investigate the 

nature of some of the most 

famous crimes in England.  

They start by exploring the 

Witch Panic of the 17th

Century and its’ causes.  

They move on to explore 

the crimes of smuggling, 

highwaymen and pirates.

The Roaring 20s in the 
USA
Students will explore how 
and why America achieved 
such prosperity in the 
1920s, examining its 
domestic and foreign policy 
in the aftermath of WWI.  
They will look at the birth 
of modern consumerism 
and the explosion of the 
fashion and entertainment 
industries, the rise of 
gangsters and flappers and 
prohibition.

Skills / AOs  Describe two features of…(4)

 Write a narrative account 

analysing…(8)

 Explain why…+ 2 stimulus 

points (12)

Should introduce basic inference 

but will not be assessed

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Give 2 things you can 

infer from source A 

about…(4)

 Explain why…+ 2 stimulus 

points (12)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Explain one way in 

which…was 

different/similar to…(4)

 Explain the importance 

of….(x2 8 marks each)

Should introduce basic inference 

but will not be assessed

 Write a narrative 

account analysing…(8)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Explain why…+ 2 

stimulus points (12)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Give 2 things you can 

infer from source A 

about…(4)

 How useful…1 source 

(8)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Give 2 things you can 

infer from source A 

about…(4)

 Explain the importance 

of…for…(2 x 8)

Assessment AO3 Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).
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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 8

Themes/
Topics/
Content

World War I
Students will investigate the 
causes of WWI and the 
nature of alliances within 
Europe that led to a 
declaration of war.  They will 
explore the nature of the 
Western Front and trench 
warfare, and the stalemate 
which ensued.  The will 
conclude by exploring how 
the war ended.  Throughout 
this unit pupils will develop 
their source analysis,
explanation and evaluation 
skills.

Titanic
Students investigate what 
life was like on the Titanic, 
the facilities and why people 
wanted to travel to America, 
considering what the Titanic 
reflects about society in the 
1900s.  The topic progresses 
by examining the  narrative of 
the sinking of the Titanic, and 
the roles played by Harland 
and Wolff and the Captains.   

Whitechapel 1880
Students start by exploring 
what Whitechapel was like in 
the 1880s – the people, housing 
and crime.  They go on to 
examine the infamous Jack the 
Ripper victims and the details 
surrounding the crimes.  They 
conclude by investigating the 
work of the police in 
investigating the murders and 
the role played by the press in 
London in complicating the 
investigation.

Women through Time
Students will examine the 
sometimes untold stories 
of women in history –
starting with the overview 
of the life of women in the 
Medieval, Tudor, Industrial 
and Victorian periods.  
They will then examine the 
contribution of women at 
specific points in history, 
for example Elizabeth Fry, 
Suffragettes and women 
during World War I.

Stinking Cities – Industrial 

Britain

Students start by exploring 

what the Industrial 

Revolution was and how it 

affected life in Britain –

especially in the city. They 

explore how people lived, 

worked and survived in the 

industrial city – the squalor, 

disease and poverty that 

the majority suffered 

during this period of rapid 

growth. 

Plots, Revolts and 
Rebellions
Students investigate the 
events surrounding some 
the most notorious 
disturbances in England, 
beginning with the 
Gunpowder Plot.  

Skills / AOs  Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Write a narrative account 

analysing…(8)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 How useful…1 source (8)

 Describe two features 

of…(4)

 Explain why…(12)

 How useful… 1 source (8)

• Describe two features 
of…(4)

• Explain why…+ 2 stimulus 
points (12)

• Give 2 things you can infer 
from source A about…(4)

• Describe two features 
of…(4)

• Explain why…+ 2 stimulus 
points (12)

• Give 2 things you can infer 
from source A about…(4)

 Explain one way in 

which…was 

different/similar to…(4)

 Explain the importance 

of….(x2 8 marks each) 

 Give 2 things you can infer 

from source A about…(4)

Assessment AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

PPE
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