
Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 11

Themes/
Topics/
Content

Christianity Beliefs
Students explore the Nature of 
God, examining beliefs about the 
nature of God, suffering, the 
story of Job and the Trinity. 
They examine the differing 
beliefs about   creation and the 
role of the Word and Spirit in 
the creation of the Earth.
The incarnation, crucifixion, 
resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus are studied, as are the 
foundation of beliefs in 
salvation and atonement.  Finally 
students explore eschatological 
beliefs about heaven, hell, and 
judgement.  Throughout the 
diversity in belief within 
Christianity is examined.

Christianity Practices
Students explore the 
different approaches to 
worship within Christianity, 
focusing on the different 
types of prayer, and 
evangelical, charismatic and 
Quaker worship.  They then 
examine the nature and 
importance of the 
sacraments, focusing on the 
Eucharist and baptism.  An 
exploration of how and why 
Christmas are celebrated 
follows, before looking at the 
significance of pilgrimage 
within the Christian tradition.   
Finally students explore the 
nature of Christianity in 
modern Britain – the 
popularity of the Church and 
new movements modernise 
the Church.

Islam Beliefs
Students examine beliefs
about the nature of Allah, 
including the significance of 
the 99 Names in 
understanding God.  The 
nature and importance of 
prophethood is explored with 
an examination of the 
founding prophets of Islam.  
This leads on to an 
exploration of the nature 
and importance of angels 
within Islamic belief.  Finally. 
Students examine beliefs in 
the afterlife – in pre-
destination, free-will, and 
life beyond death.

Islam Practices
Students begin this unit 
with an in depth 
exploration of the 5 Pillars
of Faith, considering how 
and why they are 
completed and how they 
represent the corner-
stones of modern Islamic 
life.  They move on the 
examine the 10 Obligatory 
Acts of Shia Islam.  
Finally, the 4 key festivals 
are examined in detail –
Eid-ul-Adha, Eid-al-Fitr, 
the Night of Power and 
Ashura.  Throughout this 
unit differences and 
diversity within Islam will 
be explored, as will the 
lived experienced of 
Modern British Muslims.

GCSE 
Examinations

Skills / AOs AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: Questions A 
through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

Assessment Paper 2 Unit 1 Paper 2 Unit 2 Paper 3 Unit 1 Paper 3 Unit 2
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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 10

Themes/
Topics/
Content

Issues of 
Relationships
Students explore, 
from a Christian, 
Islamic,  Humanist and 
Modern British 
perspective, the 
following philosophical 
and ethical issues: sex 
before marriage, 
cohabitation, family, 
purpose of marriage, 
adultery, sex, 
contraception, same 
sex relationships and 
gender equality within 
religion.

Issues of Life and 
Death
Students explore, from a 
Christian, Islamic,  
Humanist and Modern 
British perspective, the 
following philosophical 
and ethical issues:  the 
creation of the universe, 
arguments about the 
design of the universe, 
science and religion, 
stewardship of the 
environment, sanctity of 
life, abortion, euthanasia, 
the afterlife and funeral 
rites.

Issues of Good and 
Evil
Students explore, from 
a Christian, Islamic,  
Humanist and Modern 
British perspective, the 
following philosophical 
and ethical issues: what 
makes an act wrong, how 
we make moral 
decisions, the causes of 
crime, the treatment of 
prisoners, the purpose 
of punishment, the 
death penalty, free will, 
teachings about evil, 
the Holocaust, 
forgiveness arising from 
personal belief.

Issues of Human Rights 
Students explore, from a 
Christian, Islamic,  
Humanist and Modern 
British perspective, the 
following philosophical and 
ethical issues: human  
rights, issues of social 
justice and homelessness, 
human dignity and agape / 
ummah in action, 
liberation theology and 
Oscar Romero, personal 
conviction and Malala, 
censorship, extremism, 
prejudice and 
discrimination and wealth 
and poverty.

Case Studies 
Students will have 
the opportunity to 
explore in depth the 
case studies of 
people who have 
been driven by 
belief and personal 
conviction, including 
Malala Yousafzai, 
Oscar Romero, 
Mother Teresa, 
Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, 
Primo Levi and 
others.

Review, Revise and 
Re-teach
Students will receive 
guidance in 
structured revision 
techniques, in addition 
to having the 
opportunity to re-
learn any areas of 
where there was 
misunderstanding or a 
limited depth of 
understanding.

Skills / AOs AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, 
Explain, Evaluate & 
Analyse: Questions A 
through D

PPE

Assessment Paper 1 Unit 1 Paper 1 Unit 2 Paper 1 Unit 3 Paper 1 Unit 4 Paper 1 Unit 4 Paper 1 All Units
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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 9 

Themes/
Topics/
Content

Conflict & Religion
Israel and Palestine
Pupils explore the history 
of the conflict in Israel 
and the current nature of 
the conflict.  The role of 
religion within the conflict 
is addressed and explored.  
The work of Wahat-al-
Salam/Neve Shalom is 
examined.

Punishment, Justice 
and Faith 

The history of religion 
and punishment – from 
stoning to flagellation.  
Religious and social 
attitudes towards 
prison.  The Death 
Penalty.

Medical Ethics 1
Beginning Life

Issues of embryo 
research and IVF.  The 
‘Octomom’ Case-Study.  
Religious attitudes 
towards the use of 
science to create life.

Medical Ethics 2
Curing Illness and 
Ending Life

Issues linked with 
blood and organ 
transplants and life 
support.  The Right to 
Die Debate and 
euthanasia.

Religion and the
Media

A study of the varying 
ways in which the 
media (specifically 
film and TV) uses and 
portrays religion.  

Only in America!
Christianity and the 
USA

The Mormons, The 
Quiverfull Movement 
and “19 Kids and 
Counting”.  The 
Westboro Baptists 
and ‘toxic’ 
Christianity.

Skills / AOs AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain, 
Evaluate & Analyse: 
Questions A through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, 
Explain, Evaluate & 
Analyse: Questions A 
through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, 
Explain, Evaluate & 
Analyse: Questions A 
through D

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, 
Explain, Evaluate & 
Analyse: Questions A 
through D

Assessment Questions A-D – 30 
marks

Questions A-D – 30 
marks

Questions A-D – 30 
marks

Questions A-D – 30 
marks

Questions A-D – 30 
marks

Questions A-D – 30 
marks
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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 8

Themes/
Topics/
Content

Extremism and Terrorism: 
Big Question – "Religious 
believers can be terrorists“.
Students start this unit by 
investigating what extremism 
is, what causes extremism 
and how extremism of 
varying types has affected 
modern Britain.  They move 
on to explore the nature and 
history of modern terrorism, 
including an examination of 
some recent acts of terror.  
Finally students examine 
religious attitudes to 
terrorism to enable them to 
evaluate whether it is in fact 
possible for a religious 
believer to be a ‘terrorist’. 

The Great God Mystery: 
Big Question: – "We can 
prove that God exists“.
Students explore beliefs 
about the nature of God 
from a number of 
different religious 
perspectives,  They start 
with examining arguments 
for and against the 
existence of God (including 
reference to evil and 
suffering) before 
embarking on a multi-faith 
investigation of different 
beliefs in God.

History, Belief and 
Culture of Death: BQ -
"Death is the ultimate end 
of life“.
Students examine the 
early history of death 
beliefs and practices with 
an investigation into 
ancient Greek, Egyptian 
and Chinese culture.  They 
then move on to examine 
death beliefs and 
practices within a variety 
of modern religions, 
including Islam, 
Christianity and Hinduism.  
The unit concludes with a 
comparison between 
humanist funerals and 
traditional Indonesian 
practices.

Prejudice and 
Discrimination: Big 
Question - "There is so 
much discrimination in 
the world it is 
impossible to make a 
difference“.
The unit starts with an 
exploration of the 
causes of racism and 
discrimination, and the 
different types of 
discrimination that exist
in modern society.  A 
case study investigation 
of Martin Luther King 
and Malcolm X is 
supported by the 
examination of Muslim 
and Christian attitudes 
to discrimination.

The Holocaust: Big 
Question – “The 
Holocaust only affected 
Jews”.
Students will examine 
what happened during 
the Holocaust through 
the reconstruction of 
individual Holocaust 
victims stories.  They 
will explore the ways in 
which Jews (and a 
variety of other 
minority groups 
including Gypsies and 
those with disabilities) 
were targeted, 
marginalised and 
persecuted. 

Forgiveness: Big 
Question - "It is 
impossible to truly 
forgive“.
Students explore what 
true forgiveness really 
is, and why forgiveness 
is important.  They will 
examine the examples 
of Holocaust Survivor 
Eva Kor, mother of 
murder victim Dee 
Walker, and others in 
order to evaluate the 
different reasons for 
forgiveness.  Students 
will also examine the 
various religious and 
non-religious attitudes 
towards forgiveness.

Skills / AOs AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe –
Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain 
– Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain 
– Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

Assessment Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power 
Write (20 marks).

Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power 
Write (20 marks).

PPE
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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Year 7

Themes/
Topics/
Content

Identity
The Big Question - "Your 
clothes are the only real way 
to show your identity“.
Students explore how our 
identity as humans is created 
and the factors that make us 
unique as humans.  They 
explore welcoming 
ceremonies from different 
religious and non-religious 
cultures, in addition to how 
the clothes we wear and food 
we eat affect our identities 
and show our identities to 
each other.  Students also 
investigate how our beliefs 
and values (religious and non-
religious) affect and help to 
create our identities.

Christmas
The Big Question - "We 
have lost the true meaning 
of Christmas in Modern 
Britain“.
Students explore the 
culture and history of 
Christmas celebrations and 
tradition, searching for 
the evidence of religion 
within them.  They move 
on to examine the 
‘evidence’ of the birth of 
Jesus from the gospels, 
before investigating how 
the modern British 
Christmas is celebrated.

Community
The Big Question - "Places 
of Worship are just for 
prayer“.
Students start by 
examining what community 
centres are the purpose
that they serve within a 
community.  They move on 
to a depth study of 
different places of 
worship, including the 
Gurdwara, Mosque, 
Church, Synagogue and 
Temple, all the while 
considering their purpose 
in the community and the 
variety of ways in which 
they are used. 

The 5 Pillars
The Big Question - "A 
Muslims main duty is to 
pray“.
Students explore, 
individually and in depth, 
the 5 Pillars of Faith 
and how and why they 
are considered the 
foundation of the 
Islamic religion.  They 
examine prayer, fasting, 
faith, pilgrimage and 
charity – their 
importance, how they 
are fulfilled in modern 
Britain, and why they 
are completed.

Heroes of 20th Century 
The Big Question - "All 
heroes are imperfect“.
Students will consider 
what it takes to make a 
great leader and a hero 
through the examination 
of a number of key 
individuals from the 
2oth Century, including  
Ghandi, Rosa Parks and 
Mother Teresa.

Stewardship
The Big Question - "It 
is everyone's duty to 
care for the planet“.
Students will examine
issues linked with 
environmental 
sustainability and the 
urgent need for change 
in attitudes to the 
environment.  They will 
explore religious 
attitudes to the 
environment and to 
animals within it, as well 
as non-religious 
attitudes to the planet.

Skills / AOs AO1, AO2
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2
State, Describe – Where 
relevant throughout the 
topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain 
– Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain 
– Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

AO1, AO2, AO3
State, Describe, Explain 
– Where relevant 
throughout the topic.

Assessment AO3 Evaluate & Analyse: 
Leesbrook Power Write 
(20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

AO3 Evaluate & 
Analyse: Leesbrook 
Power Write (20 
marks).

PPE
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