
Year 8 RE
Key Terms 
Homework

Extremism and 
Terrorism



New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #1

Extremism Extreme (over-the-
top) or anti-social 
ideas and behaviour 
that is based on 
political, social or 
religious beliefs.  It 
is often not criminal.

Terrorism Violent behaviour 
designed to create 
panic, terror and 
fear. This is 
criminal behaviour.

EDL The English 
Defence League.  A 
Far-Right, White, 
Nationalist 
extremist group.

The 
Westboro 
Baptist 
Church 

An extreme Christian
group from America, 
famous for their hate 
speech against 
soldiers, Jews, 
Muslims, and gay 
people.

New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #2

The Respect 
Programme

An organisation 
which attempts to 
challenge 
extremism and 
intolerance through 
education.

Vulnerability Being
susceptible to 
being hurt, 
either physically, 
mentally or 
economically. 

Alienation Feeling rejected, 
left out or as if 
your do not belong 
or fit in.  Feeling 
like you do not have 
a ‘place’.

Identity The way we see 
ourselves (and 
where we 
belong).
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New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #3

Taliban A violent extremist 
Muslim group that 
used to govern 
Afghanistan.  They 
are now responsible 
for acts of terror 
in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.

Al Qaeda A Muslim terrorist 
organisation, 
famously run by 
Osama Bin Laden.  It 
has been proven that 
they were sheltered 
or helped by the 
Taliban.

ISIS Stands for “Islamic 
State in Iraq and 
Syria”.  A violent 
terrorist group.  
Sometimes called 
DAESH.

Radicalise The process by 
which a moderate 
person is turned 
into an extremist 
or terrorist.

New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #4

Infidel A person who has 
no religious belief 
or whose belief 
does not conform 
to the majority. 

Jihadists A Muslim who 
believes that they 
are fighting a Holy 
War – a war in 
defence of Islam.

Sunni/Shia The two main 
branches of Islam.  
Sunni Muslims are 
in the minority in 
Iraq and Iran.

Jihad Literally translates 
as “struggle”.  Part of 
Jihad is the 
protection of Islam
as a religion.  ISIS 
interpret Jihad to 
mean Holy War.



New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #5

Blaspheme To speak of God or 
religion in an 
offensive or 
disrespectful way.

Command An order or 
instruction.  In 
religion not 
following a 
command from God 
is a sin.

Greater 
Jihad

The daily struggle
to be the best 
Muslim possible.  
Can involve giving to 
charity, prayer, and 
thinking of others,

Lesser
Jihad

Physically fighting 
in defence of the 
Islamic religion or 
in defence of 
innocent Muslims.

New Words: Extremism & Terrorism  #6

Justice What is right, 
equal or fair.  
Freedom from 
tyranny, 
discrimination and 
poverty.

Innocent Being blameless or 
free from sin.  
The innocent 
should be 
protected.

Compassion Acting with 
kindness and love.  
Showing care for 
others.

Just War A Christian theory,
which allows war if it 
is to protect innocent 
people, declared as a 
very last resort, and 
supported by the 
government

IRA The Irish 
Republican Army.  A 
terrorist group 
fighting for 
independence from 
Great Britain.
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