
 
  

OCL English Curriculum: Long Term Plan  
  

Year 7  
Core narrative of the year: The foundations of English – how rules, stories and patterns have been forged over time.   

Core concepts: What makes a hero? Who holds power and why? The impact of religious traditions on language. Stability vs. instability. Masculinity and femininity.  

  

Principles of Progression:  

● Curricular Narrative - the texts in Year 7 build in complexity over time, beginning with the simple stories that form the foundational myths and patterns of the 

Classical world and how, alongside religion, they have helped to shape society and culture right through to post-colonial literature in Things Fall Apart.  

● Comprehension to critical thinking – in Year 7, pupils hone their ability to understand and respond to a text: to write about the different ways characters and ideas 

are presented and how to use evidence to support their reading. They will be taught to base their ideas on evidence, prioritise information and expand their 
explanations. They will use the knowledge and patterns they have learned from prior texts to make links between characters and ideas whether Perseus and 

Beowulf, Cain and Grendel or the relevance of the plagues of Egypt in Things Fall Apart to gain accurate and insightful meaning.  

● Vocabulary instruction - pupils are explicitly taught versatile, powerful and life changing vocabulary and how to use it, accurately in varying contexts. The 
vocabulary in Year 7 gives them the ability to access complex notions of heroism, power, gender and the constant shift between stability and instability created by 
change.   

● Written fluency - grammar instruction is focussed on building a firm and accurate base on which to build written fluency and expression. It is practised every 

lesson and allows pupils to move from novice to being able to manipulate and control more complex analytical structures. The Hochman Method is at the heart of 

the curriculum and in Year 7, students build from simple, accurate declarative sentences to expand their ideas using basic conjunctions, such as because, but and 

so, to writing single paragraphs that combine subordinate conjunctions, noun appositives and textual evidence.   

● Developing voice - structured oracy is embedded at the heart of each lesson and allows pupils to experiment with and manipulate new vocabulary, knowledge and 

grammatical structures through Turn and Talk. In Year 7, students are given the opportunity to talk for a range of purposes and for a range of audiences. They will 
write and verbally rehearse taking on the role of different characters, giving their opinions on different places and cultures and reporting on events.   

● Written craft - writing is at the heart of our curriculum and pupils will experience and master writing diary entries, newspaper reports and travel articles. Pupils 

develop and refine their written voice over this range of genres and forms.   

• Critical reading - throughout Year 7, students have the opportunity to read a variety of thought-provoking, challenging, diverse and inspiring texts that span a 

range of perspectives and time periods. They travel to Ancient Greece, Canaan and the holy land, 8th century Scandinavia and finally to nineteenth century Nigeria 

and the tribes of the Igbo people. Reading skills are supported, developed and enhanced through robust direct vocabulary instruction; opportunities for discussion 
and verbal rehearsal and precise and accurate instruction of both the grammar and content of analysis.    

  

Core documents:  

• MTP  



 
  

• Most Revealing Moments  

• Vocabulary List  

• Module booklet for students  

• Co-planning booklet for teachers  

  

  

Year  7  Autumn   Spring   Summer   

Core Narrative: The Foundations of English and of society - how rules, stories and patterns of heroism have been made over time  

Title  The Classical World: What makes a hero?  The Medieval World: What makes a hero?  The Modern World: What makes a hero?  

Text/s studied  • Geraline McCaughrean’s Greek Myths 
Retold  

• Sophocles’ Antigone  

• Abrahamic Allusions: Biblical tales or 
Angela Carter’s Folk Tales  

• Seamus Heaney’s Beowulf  

•  Madeline L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time  

Writing Curriculum 

covered  

Complete vs fragment sentences  

Declarative sentences and simple 
correlative conjunctions Basic conjunctions  
Subordinate conjunctions  

Noun appositives  

Embedding quotations  

Sentence combining  

Recap of writing curriculum in Autumn Term  

Kernel sentences  

Paraphrasing  

Sentence combining  

Interleaving of writing curriculum in Autumn 
and Spring Term  
Prepositions of time and place  

Writing whole paragraphs   

  

Literary devices  Simile and metaphor  Allusion and kenning (compressed metaphor)  Interleaving of literary devices taught in  

Autumn and Spring Term  

Core Versatile  

Vocabulary Pairs   

1. antagonist / protagonist  

2. stability / instability  

3. emancipate / oppress  

4. compliant / defiant  

5. moral / immoral  

1. pure / corrupt  

2. ostracise / embrace  

3. defile / purify  

4. sacrifice / preserve  

5. transient / enduring  

1. adequacy / inadequacy   

2. comprehend / misunderstand  

3. ambiguous / obvious  

4. conventional / unconventional  

5. tangible / intangible  



 
  

Creative / 

nonfiction writing 

formats covered  

• Newspaper reports  

• Diary entries  

  

• Creative writing  

• Travel Writing  

• Newspaper reports  

• Diary Entries  

• Creative writing  

• Travel writing  

Assessment foci  Reading application of content and grammar 

Writing: Write a diary from the perspective of 

Antigone buried in the city walls.   

Reading application of content and grammar 

Writing: Write an article based on visiting 7th 

century Heorot  

OCL English Year 7 final assessment  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

Year 8 
Core narrative of the year: Questioning the foundations of English – starting to unpick the rules, stories and patterns that have been forged over time.  
Core concepts: In this unit, pupils will, through the study of rich and illuminating texts, consider: What does it mean to be a monster? What rules and expectations are 

imposed? How might people react to these rules and expectations? 

Principles of Progression: 

● Curricular Narrative - the texts in Year 8 relate on similar themes in terms of hierarchy, power and control.  Students will explore these themes over texts from a 
variety of time periods, allowing them to draw comparisons between texts at different moments in history. 

● Comprehension to critical thinking – in Year 8, pupils begin to look at symbolism, its effects and its creation. They also look more at how the context of a text 
influences our understanding of it, alongside how pathos is created.   

● Vocabulary instruction - pupils are explicitly taught versatile, powerful and life changing vocabulary and how to use it, accurately in varying contexts.  
● Developing voice - structured oracy is embedded at the heart of each lesson and allows pupils to experiment with and manipulate new vocabulary, knowledge and 

grammatical structures through Turn and Talk.  

• Critical reading - throughout Year 8, students have the opportunity to read a variety of thought-provoking, challenging, diverse and inspiring texts that span a range 
of perspectives and time periods. Reading skills are supported, developed and enhanced through robust direct vocabulary instruction, opportunities for discussion 
and verbal rehearsal and precise and accurate instruction of both the grammar and content of analysis.   

 

Year  8 Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Core Narrative: Questioning the foundations of English – starting to unpick the rules, stories and patterns that have been forged over time 

Text/s studied Frankenstein – Oxford Play Scripts, Mary 
Shelley/Philip Pullman 

The Tempest, William Shakespeare Animal Farm, George Orwell 
 

Themes • Creation 

• Isolation 

• Power and hubris 

• Science vs religion 

• Supernatural 

• Power and control 

• Isolation 

• Supernatural 

• Betrayal 

• Love and relationships 

• Power and control 

• Manipulation 

• Hierarchy 

• Marxism 

• Betrayal 

Context • Science vs Religion 

• The Gothic 

• Creation and Prometheus 

• Colonisation 

• Travel in the Elizabethan Era 

• Italian City States 

• The Russian Revolution 

• Marxism 
 

 

 



 
  

Year 9: Fighting against the foundations- seeing the flaws of and protesting against the rules, stories and patterns forged over time  

Core narrative of the year: Fighting against the foundations – protesting against the rules, stories and patterns that have been forged over time and seeing their 

flaws   

Core concepts: In this unit, pupils will, through the study of rich and illuminating texts, consider: What are the consequences of injustice? How can we speak out against 

injustice? How can stories break rules?  

Principles of Progression:  

● Curricular Narrative - the voices in Year 9 build in complexity over time, beginning with the conflicting voices of Iago and Othello; Emilia and Desdemona, to 

exploring how conflict was challenged in society in the Harlem Renaissance  

● Comprehension to critical thinking – in Year 9, pupils begin to look build their analysis of texts to include comparison, from comparing a single character at 

different points in the play to comparing a two characters with each other to comparing poems and poets and their messages.  

● Vocabulary instruction - pupils are explicitly taught versatile, powerful and life changing vocabulary and how to use it, accurately in varying contexts. The 
vocabulary in Year 9 gives them the ability to see in texts complex notions of oppression and tyranny, liberation and imprisonment.  

● Written fluency - grammar instruction is focused on improving both pupils’ written expression and fluency. It is practised every lesson and allows pupils to move 
from novice to being able to manipulate and control complex structures of analysis and expression. The Hochman Method is at the heart of the curriculum and in 
Year 9, students start to build their ability to discuss the writer’s intention and compare texts and ideas.  

● Developing voice - structured oracy is embedded at the heart of each lesson and allows pupils to experiment with and manipulate new vocabulary, knowledge and 

grammatical structures through Turn and Talk. In Year 9, students are given the opportunity to talk for a range of purposes and for a range of audiences. They will 
write and perform poetry, speeches and monologues.  

● Written craft - writing is at the heart of our curriculum and pupils will experience and master writing poetry, speeches and monologues. Pupils develop and refine 

their written voice over this range of genres and forms, re-drafting their work thoughtfully and using strong structures to support their creative expression.  

• Critical reading - throughout Year 9, students have the opportunity to read a variety of thought-provoking, challenging, diverse and inspiring texts that 
span a range of perspectives and time periods. They travel to Venice and to Harlem, meeting carefully constructed characters and hearing consciously crafted voices, 

created to make a different to audiences that stretch over hundreds of years. Reading skills are supported, developed and enhanced through robust direct vocabulary 

instruction; opportunities for discussion and verbal rehearsal and precise and accurate instruction of both the grammar and content of analysis.   Core documents:  

• MTP  

• Most Revealing Moments  

• Vocabulary List  

• Module booklet for students  

• Co-planning booklet for teachers  

  



 
  

Year  9  Autumn   Spring   Summer   

Core Narrative: Fighting against the foundations- seeing the flaws of and protesting against the rules, stories and patterns forged over time.  

Title  What are the consequences of injustice?  How can we speak out against injustice?  How can stories break rules?  

Text/s studied  •  Shakespeare’s Othello  • Poems from The Harlem Renaissance   

• Zora Neale Hurston’s short stories  
•  Anita and Me, Meera Syal   

Writing 

Curriculum 

covered  

Interleaving of Year 7 and 8 Writing 
Curriculum Expressing duality using 
correlative conjunctions: Both… and…  
Neither… nor…  

Not only… but also…  

Interleaving of Year 7 and 8 Writing  
curriculum and Autumn Term Year 9 Writing 
Curriculum  Text as a construct:   
Year 8 + writer aims to subvert / reinforce 
/ satirise / mock  Comparison:  
Whereas… is…, … is …  

Whilst… is…, … is …  

Contrastingly,…  

Similarly,…  

However,…  

Interleaving of Year 7 and 8 Writing  
curriculum and Autumn and Spring Term Year 
9 Writing  
Curriculum   

Grammar review:  

The comma (after a fronted subordinate clause, 
around an embedded clause).  
Semi-colons:   

For joining main clauses 
For listing long items  
Colons:  
For isolation of a word or idea  

For introducing a list  

Literary devices  Juxtaposition   Symbolism and allusion  Interleaving of all literary devices from KS3  

Core Versatile  

Vocabulary Pairs   

11. Duplicitous / credulous  

12. Malevolent / benevolent  

13. Impervious to / affected by  

14. Dehumanise / defer to  

15. Stabilise / destabilise    

11. Mobilise / yield to  

12. Disruption / stagnation  

13. Autonomy / subjugation  

14. Panacea / exacerbation  

15. Limitless / limited   

1. Naïve / shrewd  

2. Expose / repress  

3. Constrain / liberate  

4. Dispassionate / compassionate  

5. Altruistic / egotistical   

Creative / 

nonfiction writing 

formats covered  

Monologue writing  

Script writing   

  

Poetry writing 

Speech writing   

Monologue writing 

Speech writing  



 
  

Assessment foci  Reading application of content and grammar 

Writing: Write a monologue   

Reading application of content and grammar 

Writing: Write a speech  

OCL English Year 9 final assessment   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

Year 10 
Year  10 Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Students will study 3 lessons of literature a week and 1 lesson of language a week (starting from Autumn 2) 

Literature focus 
Shakespeare text: Macbeth Modern text: An Inspector Calls, JB Priestley 19th Century Text: Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 

Language focus Language Paper 1 – Writing section 
(Descriptive/Narrative writing) 
 

Language Paper 2 – Writing Section Language Paper 1 – Reading Section 

Assessment foci Lit AO1: Evidence and interpretation – 12 
marks  
Lit AO2: Analysis of use of language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers – 12 marks  
Lit AO3: Context – 6 marks  
Lit AO4: SPAG – 4 marks  
 
During creative writing lessons:  
AO5: Content and organisation – 24 marks 
AO6: Technical accuracy – 16 marks 

Lit AO1: Evidence and interpretation – 12 
marks  
Lit AO2: Analysis of use of language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers – 12 marks  
Lit AO3: Context – 6 marks  
 
 
During persuasive writing lessons:  
AO5: Content and organisation – 24 marks 
AO6: Technical accuracy – 16 marks 

Lit AO1: Evidence and interpretation – 12 
marks  
Lit AO2: Analysis of use of language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers – 12 marks  
Lit AO3: Context – 6 marks  
Lit AO4: SPAG – 4 marks  
 
During language lessons:  
Lang AO1: Evidence and interpretation – 4 
marks  
Lang AO2: Analysis of use of language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers  
Lang AO4: Critical evaluation with textual 
references 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

Year 11 
Year  11 Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Students will study 3 lessons of literature a week and 1 lesson of language a week  

Literature focus 
Poetry: Love and Relationships Revision – department choice Revision – department choice 

Language focus Language Paper 2 – reading section  Revision – department choice Revision – department choice 

Assessment foci Lit AO1: Poetry comparison 
 
During language lessons:  
Lang AO1: Evidence and interpretation  
Lang AO2: Analysis of use of language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers  
Lang AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two texts 
 

Revision – department choice Revision – department choice 
 

 
 


