
 

 

  

GERMAN :     

Year 7 

In year 7, students arrive with varying levels of prior knowledge and understanding of other languages. Students begin by engaging with the idea of why we learn a language and the importance of languages within our global 

community. Teachers work closely with students this year to develop their understanding of key concepts in Germah, such as conjugation of key regular and irregular verbs, and their understanding of different time frames. 

Students are taught in their first half term of learning, how to communicate with their peers and their teacher in the classroom, by learning the key vocabulary and structures to enable them to use the language within the context 

of the classroom. This involves understanding, recognising and producing high frequency verbs in the language studied, through the 4 skills; listening, reading, writing and speaking, which are embedded frequently in each module 

studied.  

As they progress throughout year 7, they revisit the concept of conjugation through a range of topics, and learn how to express themselves and their opinions on a wide range of topics, such as free time, holidays and school. Students 

acquire a secure knowledge of basic, high frequency vocabulary across these topics, which are then revisited in different contexts, so that they are consolidated throughout the year. As well as learning the present tense across the course 

of the year, students also learn how to conjugate the immediate future tense and the conditional tense. This enables them to speak and write with increasing confidence throughout the year.  

Their learning throughout this foundational year is consolidated through the study of a film from the German speaking world in the summer term, where they use the language they have learnt to describe events that have happened in 

the film and make predictions using the future tense. The film module also gives students access to learning about the culture and global communities where the language is spoken, developing their cultural understanding.  

In this year of study, students have regular opportunities for speaking practice, with a focus on becoming confident communicators with the ability to speak spontaneously with their peers. Students will be encouraged to speak 

spontaneously in the present tense and the immediate future tense in order to solidify their understanding of key grammar.  

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

7  

Topic: In class  
  

Latin Language Roots 

  

How cognates can help us in 

our language learning 

 
Vocabulary covered:  

  
The Germanic world and the 
alphabet   
  
Introduction to infinitive 

structures 
+  
Range  of  infinitive verbs 
for use in the classroom  
  
Wie geht’s? + range of 

justifications  

  
sein (1st and 3rd person sing.) +  

basic adjectives  

  
Agreement/disagreement   

 

 :   

fo 

 Topic: My world   

  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
Family member  
  
Indefinite article  

  

Sports 

Musical Instruments 

Your favourite hobbies 

Opinions of computer games 

Saying how often you do something 

 

 

 

Grammar:  

Gern, nicht gern, lieber, am liebsten 

Present tense regular/ irregular verbs 

Using denn 

Time expressions 

 

Negative structures 

Topic: My family, friends and I  

  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
Sein: present tense 1st, 2nd, 3rd person  

  
Countries and nationalities:  
  
Haben:  present tense 1st, 2nd, 3rd person  
(+ numbers 1-31 for age)  

  
Months of the year  

   

  
Physical Descriptions with haben including hair 
and eyes. 
  
Possessive adjectives mein/meine/meinen 
(revisit family members)  
  

 
Describing personality: revisit Aut 2 adjectives 

Topic: My school and studies  

  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
Irregular verb apprendre (1st, 3rd sing.,  
1st person plural)  

  

Classroom objects and items in 

your school bag 

 

School subjects + opinions 

 

Telling the time 

 

Days of the week 

 

Timetables (comparisons between 

English/German timetables) 

 

 

Using the wir form of haben 

Focus on gender; der,die, das 

Using ‘verb second’ word order 

 

 
Feminisation of adjectives  

Topic:  Holidays  

  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
Countries (revisit Spring 1) 
  
Transport 
  
Complex opinions  
  
Key verbs for activities on holiday 
(gehen, essen, schwimmen, etc.) 
  

   
 Present tense verbs (je, tu, il/elle, 
nous)  

  
Immediate future tense using ‘gehen  
+ infinitive verb (ich, er/sie, wir)  

  
Conditional  tense: (ich möchte),  

Topic:  Film Module 

  
Vocab covered:  

  
Film genres 

  
Range of adjectives to give opinions:  

 
Physical descriptions (revisit Spring 1)  

Range of infinitive verbs related to the 
film  

  
Skills and grammatical structures:  

  
Giving predictions about the film using the 
immediate future (er/sie, Sie)  
  
Using haben and sein to describe 
characters (er/sie)  
  
Introduction to the perfect tense (3rd 

person singular)  

  
Giving your opinion on the film using a 

range of opinions and justifications.  



 

 

  

 

Year 8 

In year 8, students begin by learning how to describe their home and local community, as well as discovering information and ideas about communities where the language is spoken, through exposure to texts and images from these 

communities. While students will have learnt key concepts such as conjugation in the present tense, and also worked with the immediate future and the past tense in year 7, they will continue to consolidate their knowledge of these 

key grammatical structures throughout this year. The introduction to the perfect tense students had at the end of Year 7 will be built on and consolidated across the units in year 8, enabling them to speak and write with more complexity 

than in year 7 and write confidently by using multiple tenses together.  

Students are given the opportunity to further develop their knowledge of key high-frequency vocabulary from year 7 and expand this knowledge to be able to express a wider range of opinions on the new topics studied, such as being 

able to give opinions on clothing and food. In the food module, in the second part of the year, students develop their language skills across 3 time frames, consolidating their learning from the year and from year 7. The film module gives 

students the opportunity to engage with the culture from the German-speaking world, in order for them to also develop their understanding of other cultures Finally, students consolidate their learning of high frequency verbs and 

structures at the end of the year through the study of different schools from the German speaking world, so that they enter into year 9 with a stronger base of knowledge and grasp of key grammatical concepts.  

Across all years of study, students have regular opportunities for speaking practice, with a focus on becoming more confident communicators with the ability to speak spontaneously and for their own purposes. Students in year 8 will be 

encouraged to tackle spontaneous speech across different time frames, in order for their application of grammatical structures to become more automatic.  

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

8  

  

Topic: My house and home  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

wohnen +   

types of home and locations:   
  

es gibt (nicht) +  

rooms in the house  
  

Prepositions 

  

Adjectives to describe house and home   
  

The verb gehen and the near future tense  

(revisit Y7)   

  

Grammatical structures and skills:  

Present tense Wohnen (1st  / 3rd person sing., 1st 

person plural)  

  

Describing your area with opinions + 
justifications  
  

Adjectival agreements (revisit year 7 rules)  

  

Adjectives in front of the noun  

 

Describing location of rooms in the house   

  

Describing what you have in your house  

using ‘es gibt, es gibt nicht’  

  

Describing where you will live in the future  

  

Topic: Sports and leisure  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

Regular present tense (ich / du / er/sie/wir / Sie)  
essen, spielen, hören, sehen, sprechen, 
schicken, etc.  
  

The verb Machen (ich, er/sie, wir) present tense   
  

Sports: spielen vs. machen 
  

Justifications: revisit Y7 adjectives + more 
complex justifications 
  

Negatives: nicht, nie  

  

Time phrases 

 

Past tense haben auxiliary (ich / er/sie / wir)  

  

Grammatical structures and skills:  

Saying what you like/don’t like to do in your free 
time and giving justifications  
(gern, am liebsten, etc.)  

  

present tense verbs all pronouns 
  

  

  

Topic: My clothes, my look  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

Items of clothing 
  

Adjectives for style 
  

Colours and adjectival agreements  
  

Verb (tragen/anziehen) present tense (full paradigm)  

   

Different events: Valentine’s Day, Eid, parties, 
Christmas 
  

High level opinions  

  

Grammatical structures and skills:  

  

Adjectival agreement of clothes with the colour  

  

Giving complex justifications on clothes  

  

 

Perfect tense of verbs using ‘haben’  
   

”in order to” (um zu …) 

  

Demonstrative pronouns (diese, dieses, etc.)  

 

  

Topic: At the market  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

Food and drink:  
  

Adjectives to describe food and drink  
  

Verb : Essen & Trinken (ich, du, er/sie, wir)  

   

Numbers 1-31   

  

Comparatives  

  

Haben + Hunger, Durst  

  

Conditional tense (ich möchte) 

   

  

Grammatical structures and skills:  

 

The definite article and the use of the 
indefinite article to describe what we eat 
and drink  
  

Expressions of quantity 

  

Describing  different  food  with  

adjectives agreement  

  

Saying how much something costs in the 
market using numbers, and comparing 
costs using comparative structures  

  

Topic: Das Wunder von Bern (film 

module)  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

 

Film genres 
  

Range of adjectives to give opinions:   
  

Physical descriptions (revisit Y7)  
  

Range of adjectives to describe the film 
  
Future tense using werde + infinitive to 

make predictions  

  

Conditonal tense (ich möchte) 

  

Grammatical structures and skills:  

  

Opinion + infinitive (ich sehe gern + 

weil...) 

  

 

Perfect tense to describe what has 

happened using ‘haben’ (in 3rd person  

  

Topic: School in the germanic world  

  

Vocabulary covered:  

 

Countries and continents  

  

General adjectives   

  

Transport  

  

Uniform  

  

Languages 

  

Food 

  

Key verbs :   

Nehmen, Lernen, Stellen, Tragen, Studieren, 

Essen, Spielen, Verlassen 

 

Position of adjectives,  

Position of verbs.  

  



 

 

  

GERMAN :     

Year 9 

Year 9 is a foundational year where students consolidate their knowledge of key vocabulary and structures from year 7 and 8, while being exposed to more complex topics. The work done in year 9 helps to develop students’ use of key 

grammatical structures, especially by using multiple tenses and using at least 3 different time frames. Students also consolidate some of the more basic grammatical elements of previous years of study, such as present tense conjugation 

of regular and irregular verbs. They learn to give increasingly more complex opinions and a range of justifications to discuss their experiences, describe their local communities and learn about global communities.   

The school module consolidates some of the vocabulary learnt in year 7 and 8, and extends this to include more complex descriptions of their school, allowing students to express their opinions and use the language for their own 

purposes.  We also encourage students to discuss career choices and ambitions.   

The film module in year 9 helps to revise and consolidate key grammar and structures, so that students feel confident at mastering and retaining them, while discussing a film from the German speaking world. The final module of year 9 

gives an added opportunity for students to engage with festivals and celebrations in the German speaking world.  

Across all years of study, students have regular opportunities for speaking practice, with a focus on becoming more confident communicators with the ability to speak spontaneously and for their own purposes. Students in year 9 will be 

encouraged to speak using a range of tenses so that their use of these grammatical structures becomes more automatic. They should also be able to speak about a range of topics.  

 

 

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

9  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Topic: Travel and holidays  

  

 

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

 

Transport 

Mit dem…. 

Accommodation 

Ein Hotel/ein Campingplatz/einen 

Jugendherberge 

 

Present tense  

Ich mache/ich bleibe/ ich schwimme/ich 

sonnenbade 

 

Ich geher 

Du gehst 

 

 

Opinions 

Meiner Meinung nach.. 

Ich denke, dass 

 

 

Past tense: 

Ich habe/bin…..en 

 

Man kann+infinitive  

Machen 

Region: Berlin  

 

Topic: My area  

  

  

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Wohnen…. 
conjugation consolidation  
 
Prepositions  
In/auf/in der Nahe von/gegenüber 
 
Places of residence & accommodation  
 
Range of adjectives 
Lustig/leise/gut/schlecht/entspannend 
Es gibt/es gibt nicht/keinen 
places in a town 
 
 
 
Past tense consolidation + imperfect 
descriptions  
Es gab etc 

 

Region: Bavaria  

 

Topic:  School days  

  

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

School subjects 

range of opinions + definite article 

 

Direct Object Pronouns  

 

Comparatives and superlatives  

…er…als 

mehr als 

 

Rules and uniform  

Man muss + infinitive 

Man muss nicht+ infinitive 

 

3rd person conjugation consolidation 

Man + studieren/machen 

 

Description of school  

Es gibt/es gint nicht/keinen 

 

Past tense consolidation  

Ich möchte + infinitive  

Range of verbs (H) 

 

Region: Nordrhein Westfahlen  

 

.  

Topic: Looking to the future  

  

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Jobs 
Ich möchte werden + range of jobs  
 
Comparatives: apprenticeship or 
university?  
Auf einer Seite/auf der anderen Seite 
wenn clauses 
present + near future (F) 
present + simple future (H)  
 

Region: Baden-Wurttembourg  

 

Topic:  Film module 

  

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

Character descriptions  

 

Range of opinions: 

music/film 

 

Future tense predictions  

near future (F) 

simple future (H) 

 

Past tense description  

 

Comparatives and superlatives  

 

 

 

Wenn clauses 

imperfect + conditional (wen 

ich…wäre) 

 

Culture project:Film review 

 

Region: Brandenbourg   

 

Topic:  Customs and Festivals  

  

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

 

Customs and festivals in German 

speaking countries  

 

Past tense description of an event  

 

Culture project: Create a project about a 

festival of your choice. Food, music, day, 

religion 



 

 

  

Year 10  

In year 10, students begin Key Stage 4 with engaging in the topic of mobile technology and with consolidation of key grammatical structures students learnt at Key Stage 3 (such as present tense verb conjugation and pour + infinitive), so 

that these structures become automatic. In the social issues module, students discuss issues that affect their own communities, as well as communities globally, and begin to give more complex opinions on these issues in speaking and 

writing. They are also encouraged to build a sense of global responsibility, through discussion of how they could help society themselves. They are also exposed to societal issues in the German speaking world, by reading texts and 

watching videos to learn about recent protests that have taken place in the world, such as protests for women’s rights. Students are encouraged to approach these complex issues with sensitivity and empathy.  

Students learn to describe their family, friends and health habits in order to develop their character and ability to express their own beliefs and values. In the holidays in the francophone world unit, students express their opinions with 

a complex range of structures and expressions, and are exposed to a range of authentic resources, including videos about festivals from the German speaking world. This further develops their cultural awareness and understanding.  

The film module in year 10 is designed not only to consolidate students’ learning of high frequency verbs and structures, but also enables students to engage with issues of global significance in the German speaking world. This gives 

students the opportunity to consolidate their learning of grammar from year 10 studies.   

Across all years of study, students have regular opportunities for speaking practice, with a focus on becoming more confident communicators with the ability to speak spontaneously and for their own purposes. At this level, we expect 

students to be able to speak spontaneously on a broad range of issues using multiple time frames. 

  

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

10  

Topic: Mobile technology and social 
media   (theme 1, theme 2) 

 
Knowledge and skills covered: 

Too much TV? (Discussion) 

Oasis 9 Habit: Humble, self-controlled, 

joyful, considerate, patient, honest 

 

 

Regular verb conjugation revision: past, 

present, future, conditional  

Hören/gucken/sehen/antworten/ teilen/ 

surfen 

(conditional, past and near/simple (H) 

future consolidation) 

 

Negation (consolidation) + past tense 

nicht 

nie 

nicht mehr 

weder…noch… 

 

 

Project: deutsche Musik 

Genres de musique + range of opinion 

phrases (+ snazzy structures e.g. ich 

würde sagen, dass 

  

Topic: Healthy Living  (theme 1, theme 2) 

 
Oasis 9 Habit: Humble, self-controlled, 

compassionate, joyful, considerate 

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

Food 

Ich esse gern/nivht germ + other opinions 

 

Gesund oder ungesund? + justifications  

 

Man muss… 

 

Recognising and applying a range of 

negatives  

nicht 

nie 

nie wieder 

weder…noch 

 

3rd person plural conj. Consolidation  

In Deutschland isst man… 

In Deutschland essen sie…. 

 

Sport Machen 

 

present tense  

imperfect tense   

Topic: Social Issues (theme 2) 

 

Oasis 9 Habit: Humble, self-controlled, 

compassionate, joyful, considerate, patient, 

forgiving, hopeful, honest 

 

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

Social Issues  

homelessness 

poverty 

illness/disease 

Comparisons of issues (Manchester vs. Berlin) 

 

Key verbs:  

Regular (conjugation consolidation) 

 rauchen 

trinken 

halten 

nehmen 

 

Irregular 

 

Imperative verbs  

 

Topic: Family, Friends and Future 
plans (theme 1, theme 3) 

 
Oasis 9 Habit: Humble, self-controlled, 
compassionate, joyful, considerate, 
patient, forgiving, hopeful, honest 
 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Descriptions (high-frequency 
adjectives consolidation) 
 
Reflexive Verbs  
 
Direct Object Pronoun (consolidation) 
je les aime 
 
Le futur 
Ich werde heiraten(F) 
Ich heirate 
Ich möchte… 
Negative Constructions 
 
Justifications: seul ou en couple,für 
oder gegen die Gemeinschaft/ ddas 
Heiraten 
Auf einer Seite, auf der anderen 
Seite… 
Snazzy phrases 

 
 
  

Topic: Film module 
  

Oasis 9 Habit: Joyful, compassionate, 

considerate 

Knowledge and skills covered: 

 

Genres  

Die Filme/das Musik 

 

Character description 

Er/ sie ist 

Er/sie hat 

 

Statements of assumption  

Er/sie scheint 

Ich würde denken, dass 

 

Future tense predictions 

near (F) 

simple (H) 

 

Past tense descriptions 

 

Imperfect tense descriptions  

Als er/sie…klein war… 

 

Project: film review 

 

  

Topic: Holidays in the francophone 
world [4 week unit, allowing 2 weeks for 
EOY revision]  
  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
The germanic world and its history:   
Countries   

  
Transport   

  
Types of weather 
  
Modal verbs  
+ range of holiday activities   

  
verbs present tense + present  
and future ‘if’ sentences   

  
Present tense stem changing verbs  

  
Perfect vs. imperfect tense:   

  
Accomodation + demonstrative 

adjectives (diese, dieses,etc.)  
  

Revisit:   
present  tense  (+  introduce  stem  
changing verbs) 
future tense 
perfect tense 
imperfect tense   



 

 

  

GERMAN :     

Year 11  

In students’ final year of study, they begin by looking at the topic of school and future plans, revisiting the Y9 module with a higher level of complexity, such as subjunctive phrases and si sentences. Students are encouraged to express 

their opinions and discuss what they would like to do in the future after school. Students then revisit the topic of Local Area, revisiting high frequency grammar and structures such as il y a / il n’y a pas de, the irregular verb vivre and 

negative structures. Students will also start to build vocabulary to enable them to discuss traffic, pollution and rubbish in their town, giving them foundational knowledge for their final unit of learning, global issues. This final topic that 

students study in year 11 allows them to engage with global and environmental issues and allows them to reflect on their own role and responsibility as citizens of our global community.   

Before their exams in the summer term, students have the opportunity to revise topics studied throughout their years of study, through the 4 skills, in order to consolidate their learning and help them to feel confident for their exam. 

They are exposed to listening and reading exam questions across the 3 GCSE themes, and these lessons are also supplemented with opportunities for written and spoken production.   

Across all years of study, students have regular opportunities for speaking practice, with a focus on becoming more confident communicators with the ability to speak spontaneously and for their own purposes. At this level, we expect 

students to be able to speak spontaneously on a broad range of issues using multiple time frames and a range of complex structures. 

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2   Summer 1  Summer 2  

         Exams     

11  Topic: Life at school and future plans  

(theme 3) 

  
Vocabulary covered:   

  
Revisit:  
Lernen, Studieren + range of subjects   

  
School timetable + direct object pronouns  
  
Daily routine and reflexive verbs  
  
How to improve school: imperfect + 
conditional tense if sentences  
  
Expressing two sides of an opinion:   

  
Jobs (revisit Y9 vocabulary)  

  

Subjunctive set phrases (necessity + 
subjunctive)  
 
Direct object pronouns 

 

 

Topic: Local area  (theme 1) 

  
Vocabulary covered:  

  
Revisit:  

Wohnen 
  (full paradigms)   

+ aus + countries & cities   

  
Locations (revisit)  
+ adjectives to describe (revisit adjectives)  
  
Types of housing (Germanic world focus)  

 
Possessive pronouns 

  
Es gibt + negative structures  
  
Places in a town + theme 2 vocabulary  
  
Superlative adjectives  + adjective  

  

  

  

Topic: Global Issues and the Environment  

(theme 2) 
  

Vocabulary covered:  

  

Key environmental issues:   
 
Key verbs:  
  

Revisit  key  vocabulary  for 
 poverty  and homelessness  
  

Justifications:  
 
Grammatical structures and skills:  

 

 

Unser Planet 

Man muss…. 

 

Wenn ich….wäre, würde ich… 

 

Comparatives  

Als…reminder 

 

  

If clauses   
  

LPA- recap imperfect tense  

  

HPA- pluperfect tense  

  

Topic: Revision and consolidation  

  
Topics covered:  

  
1. Family and friends  

  
2. Free time/technology  

  
3. Home, town, neighbourhood 
and region.  
  
4. Travel and Tourism  

  
5. My studies  

  
6. Education post-16  

  
Key skills embedded across lessons:  

  
Listening practice  

  
Reading comprehension practice  

  
Writing practice: 90/150 words  

  
Speaking practice: photo-

cards/roleplays and general 

conversation preparation.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

  

 


