
Drama Knowledge Organiser: Year 7     
Roald Dahl Spy School 

• Exploring key performance skills through Matilda, The BFG and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 

• Using key drama skills such as Characterisation skills (voice, movement, 
gestures, body language and facial expressions), still images, Language, Role 
Play, Mime, Soundscape and Space and Levels 

• Creating clear characters which are true to each Roald Dahl novel. Performance 
skills will be used to bring each key character to life 

• Students will develop their ability to use stage space effectively to ensure they can 
always be seen 

• Introduction to practitioner Konstantin Stanislavski and his ‘System.’ 

• Stanislavski – Father of Modern Theatre born in 1863 from Russia – created 
Method Acting. 

• Teacher in Role – teacher performing in character to create sense of realism. 

• Naturalism – performance that is like real life. 

• Physical Apparatus – Actor’s voice and body. 

• Hot Seating – questioning actors in role. 

• Magic If – how the actor would feel IF they were in the characters situation. 

• Emotion Memory – Using a past memory to influence your acting. 

Bugsy Malone Soap Opera 
• Introduction to using a script in a drama performance. Skills are developed to 

ensure students are able to successfully interpret and perform scripted work with 
accuracy, confidence and creative flare. 

• Develop you understanding of choices that playwrights have made about choices 
of language which are important to each character, accent choices (in this case 
the New York accent), the key differences between stage directions and lines of 
dialogue on a script and how to read subtext based on what the writer has written. 

• Clear focus on development of vocal skills: accent, tone, pace, pitch, pause and 
volume. All of these skills must suit the character which is being performed. 

• Beginning to explore how to identify the genre, style, structure, theme, historical 
context and style of a play text. 

• Introduction to melodrama and an initial exploration into how “over the top 
acting” can be used effectively in a performance. 

• Developing key skills to explore exaggerated movement and voice while 
staying in role as a key character 

• Exploration of stereotypical characters and how they can be portrayed in a 
theatrical performance. Stereotypes are important which exploring characters 

• Identifying the key differences between theatre performances and TV 
performances. TV performances require more subtle reactions which are 
picked up by camera than live theatre and a louder voice is used in theatre – 
for example.  

• Initial exploration of marking the moment strategies and how they can be 
used effectively to make key moments stand out to the audience. 

 Everyone is Unique Exploring a Play Text – The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty 
• Initial exploration of improvisation and the spontaneity required when responding 

to a stimulus without any preparation time 

• Developing a deeper understanding on how key performance strategies (still 
image, narration, thought in the head etc.) can be used in a more advanced way. 
This will include the introduction of transitions 

• Developing an understanding of how to turn a piece of literature (poetry in this 
case) into a piece of theatre without losing the writers intentions or impact. 

• Exploring how theatre can be used as an effective catalyst for change. Discussing 
ways in which we can use theatre to educate others and challenge 
misconceptions. 

• Building on prior learning from Bugsy Malone unit to become more accurate 
when identifying key features of a play – genre, style and structure 

• Beginning to explore the role of the director and how to use leadership skills 
effectively during a rehearsal 

• Developing key communication skills to motivate your team and develop 
your creative vision 

• Tackle a challenging play which requires a collaboration of learning – 
combine your drama subject knowledge with emotional maturity to bring a 
key performance to life. 

Key Words Next Steps - Progress 

Still Image     Narration     Thought in the Head     Role Play     Voice     Slow Mo   
                                                                                              
Movement    Gestures        Body Language              Characterisation     Transition 
 
Facial               Mime &         Subtext                             Stage                        Melodrama 
Expressions   Movement                                               Directions 

 

 
Now you have the basics, look at what is meant by a “practitioner” in the world of 

theatre and how you can apply current knowledge to key techniques?  

 



 


