
Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

FRIENDSHIP
“Abomination”. Robert Swindells

Martha is twelve - and very different from other kids, because of 
her parents. Strict members of a religious group - the Brethren -
their rules dominate Martha's life. And one rule is the most 
important of all: she must never ever invite anyone home. If she 
does, their shameful secret - Abomination - could be revealed. But 
as Martha makes her first real friend in Scott, a new boy at school, 
she begins to wonder. Is she doing the right thing by helping to 
keep Abomination a secret? And just how far will her parents go to 
prevent the truth from being known? 



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

SELF-DISCIPLINE
“The knife of never letting go”.  Patrick Ness

An unflinching novel about the impossible choices of 
growing up, by an award-winning writer. Imagine you're 
the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear 
everything they think. And they can hear everything you 
think. Imagine you don't fit in with their plans... Todd 
Hewitt is just one month away from the birthday that 
will make him a man.
But his town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets 
that are going to force him to run…….
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FORGIVENESS
“Not my fault”.  
Cath Howe

Maya and Rose won't talk to each other. Even though they are 
sisters. Not since the accident. Maya is running wild, and Rose 
doesn't know what to do. Now Maya and Rose have to go away 
together on a week-long school journey. But will the trip - and a 
life-threatening adventure - fix their relationship... or break it 
for good? An uplifting story of family, forgiveness, and finding 
out who you are.
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LEADERSHIP
“Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone”. J.K. Rowling

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters 
start dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive.  
Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, 
they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle.  Then, on 
Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man 
called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry 
Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry.
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FRIENDSHIP/KINDNESS
“The boy at the back of the class”. Onjali 
Q. Rauf

The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the refugee crisis, 
highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't 
always make sense. 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called 
Ahmet is sitting in it. He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange.  He 
never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, 
which are my favourite! But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very 
strange at all.  He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs 
and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, the more 
I want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. 
Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . .
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RESILIENCE/PERSEVERANCE
“When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit”.   Judith Kerr
This semi-autobiographical and unforgettable story, of a Jewish family fleeing from Germany 
before the start of the Second World War, now reissued with its original cover illustration in 
this very special edition. Michael Morpurgo called When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit: "The most life-
enhancing book you could ever wish to read." This internationally acclaimed story of one Jewish 
family's flight from Hitler's Germany has become a much-loved classic, and has been in print 
since its debut 45 years ago. Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your 
noticing, it became dangerous for some people to live in Germany any longer.
Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that your own father was one of those people. 
That is what happened to Anna in 1933. She was nine years old when it began, too busy to take 
much notice of political posters, but out of them glared the face of Adolf Hitler, the man who 
would soon change the whole of Europe - starting with her own small life. One day, Anna's father 
was missing. Then she herself and her brother Max were being rushed by their mother, in 
alarming secrecy, away from everything they knew - home and schoolmates and well-loved toys -
right out of Germany...
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RESILIENCE/HOPE
“I am David”.  Ann Holm

`You must get away tonight,' the man had told him. David escapes from the 
concentration camp where he has spent his entire life and flees across 
Europe.
He is utterly alone - who can he trust? What will await him? And all the 
while, how can he be sure that they won't catch up with him . . . This is the 
remarkable story of David's introduction to the world: sea, mountains and 
flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, 
all are new to David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes 
and his thin features are strange to other people.
He must learn to fend for himself in this strange new world. An incredible 
story of survival against all odds and self discovery.
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KINDNESS
“Divergent”.    Veronica Roth

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when 
she is forced to make a terrible choice.
Turning her back on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, 
determined to find out where she truly belongs. Shocked by the 
brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is 
drawn to a boy who seems to both threaten and protect her.  The 
hardest choices may yet lie ahead.... The first book in the 
DIVERGENT series that has swept the globe - selling millions of 
copies world-wide.
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HOPE
“Everything, everything”.  Nicola 
Yoon
Maddy is allergic to the world; stepping outside the sterile 
sanctuary of her home could kill her.
But then Olly moves in next door. And just like that, Maddy 
realizes there's more to life than just being alive.  You only get 
one chance at first love. And Maddy is ready to risk 
everything, everything to see where it leads.
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LEADERSHIP
“Hunger Games”. Suzanne Collins
The first book in the ground-breaking Hunger Games 
trilogy. Set in a dark vision of the near future, a 
terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve boys 
and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event 
called The Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or 
be killed. When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps 
forward to take her younger sister's place in the games, 
she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss has been 
close to death before. For her, survival is second nature.



Year 9: Character Novel

COURAGE
“Purple hibiscus”.  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

A haunting tale of an Africa and an adolescence undergoing tremendous 
changes by a talented young Nigerian writer.
The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili's world are defined by the high walls 
of her family estate and the dictates of her repressive and fanatically 
religious father.
Her life is regulated by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, and more prayer.
When Nigeria begins to fall apart during a military coup, Kambili's father, 
involved mysteriously in the political crisis, sends Kambili and her brother 
away to live with their aunt.
In this house, full of energy and laughter, she discovers life and love - and 
a terrible, bruising secret deep within her family.
Centring on the promise of freedom and the pain and exhilaration of 
adolescence, Purple Hibiscus is the extraordinary debut of a remarkable 
new talent.
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KINDNESS/COURAGE/RESPECT
“Love is the Higher Law”.  David Levithan

Bestselling author David Levithan treats the tragic events of September 11th with 
care and compassion in this novel of loss and grief, but also of hope and 
redemption. First there is a Before, and then there is an After. . . . The lives of 
three teens—Claire, Jasper, and Peter—are altered forever on September 11, 
2001. Claire, a high school junior, has to get to her younger brother in his 
classroom. Jasper, a college sophomore from Brooklyn, wakes to his parents’ 
frantic calls from Korea, wondering if he’s okay. Peter, a classmate of Claire’s, has 
to make his way back to school as everything happens around him. Here are three 
teens whose intertwining lives are reshaped by this catastrophic event. As each 
gets to know the other, their moments become wound around each other’s in a way 
that leads to new understandings, new friendships, and new levels of awareness for 
the world around them and the people close by. David Levithan has written a novel 
of loss and grief, but also one of hope and redemption.   As the characters slowly 
learn to move forward in their lives, despite being changed forever, one rule 
remains: love is indeed the higher law. 
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RESILIENCE
“The hate you give”.  Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 
neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her 
posh high school in the suburbs.
The uneasy balance between them is shattered when 
Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her 
unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer.
Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It 
could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives 
Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA 
novel about one girl's struggle for justice.


