
Year 10: Character Novel

PERSEVERENCE/GRIT
“Buried Beneath the Boabab Tree”. Adaobi Nwaubani

Based on interviews with young women who were kidnapped by Boko Haram, this 
poignant novel by Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani tells the timely story of one girl who 
was taken from her home in Nigeria and her harrowing fight for survival. 

A new pair of shoes, a university degree, a husband these are the things that a girl 
dreams of in a Nigerian village. And with a government scholarship right around the 
corner, everyone can see that these dreams aren’t too far out of reach.
But the girls dreams turn to nightmares when her village is attacked by Boko Haram, 
a terrorist group, in the middle of the night. Kidnapped, she is taken with other girls 
and women into the forest where she is forced to follow her captors radical beliefs 
and watch as her best friend slowly accepts everything she’s been told.
Still, the girl defends her existence. As impossible as escape may seem, her life her 
future is hers to fight for.

At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 
successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 

relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.



Year 10: Character Novel

FRIENDSHIP
“Home boys”. Alex Wheatle

Four friends decide to run away from the horror of their everyday lives in 
a children's home in the English countryside. They head for the woods, 
their sense of freedom surprises them, and for the first time they feel the 
exhilaration of adolescence. Yet the forest slowly asserts its own power 
and what happens there will affect the four boys' lives forever. 

With his trademark humour, compelling narrative directness, and rhythmic 
prose, Alex Wheatle here shows himself to be an author of real calibre, 
exposing the social stigma associated with children's homes, and the 
psychological consequences of their impact on sensitive children. Never 
losing pace or failing to engage the reader at every moment, Home Boys is 
an unflinchingly honest depiction of childhood.

At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 
successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 

relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.



Year 10: Character Novel

HOPE
“My Name is Leon”. Kit DeWaal

A brother left behind. And a family where you'd least expect to find one. 
Leon is nine, and has a perfect baby brother called Jake.
They have gone to live with Maureen, who has fuzzy red hair like a halo, and 
a belly like Father Christmas.
But the adults are speaking in low voices, and wearing Pretend faces.
They are threatening to give Jake to strangers. Since Jake is white and 
Leon is not. As Leon struggles to cope with his anger, certain things can still 
make him smile - like Curly Wurlys, riding his bike fast downhill, burying his 
hands deep in the soil, hanging out with Tufty (who reminds him of his dad), 
and stealing enough coins so that one day he can rescue Jake and his mum. 
Evoking a Britain of the early eighties, My Name is Leon is a heart-breaking 
story of love, identity and learning to overcome unbearable loss.

At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 
successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 

relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.



Year 10: Character Novel

RESILIENCE
“Anita and Me”.  Meera Syal

The story of nine-year-old Meena, growing up in the only Punjabi family in the Black Country 
mining village of Tollington. It's 1972. Meena is nine years old and lives in the village of 
Tollington, `the jewel of the Black Country'. She is the daughter of Indian parents who have 
come to England to give her a better life. As one of the few Punjabi inhabitants of her village, 
her daily struggle for independence is different from most.
She wants fish-fingers and chips, not chapatti and dhal; she wants an English Christmas, not the 
usual interminable Punjabi festivities - but more than anything, she wants to roam the backyards 
of working-class Tollington with feisty Anita Rutter and her gang. Blonde, cool, aloof, outrageous 
and sassy, Anita is everything Meena thinks she wants to be. 

Meena wheedles her way into Anita's life, but the arrival of a baby brother, teenage hormones, 
impending entrance exams for the posh grammar school and a motorcycling rebel without a 
future, threaten to turn Anita's salad days sour. Anita and Me paints a comic, poignant, 
compassionate and colourful portrait of village life in the era of flares, power cuts, glam rock, 
decimalisation and Ted Heath.

It is a unique vision of a British childhood in the Seventies, a childhood caught between two 
cultures, each on the brink of change.

At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 
successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 

relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.



Year 9: Character Novel

COURAGE
“Purple hibiscus”.  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

A haunting tale of an Africa and an adolescence undergoing tremendous 
changes by a talented young Nigerian writer.
The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili's world are defined by the high walls 
of her family estate and the dictates of her repressive and fanatically 
religious father.
Her life is regulated by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, and more prayer.
When Nigeria begins to fall apart during a military coup, Kambili's father, 
involved mysteriously in the political crisis, sends Kambili and her brother 
away to live with their aunt.
In this house, full of energy and laughter, she discovers life and love - and 
a terrible, bruising secret deep within her family.
Centring on the promise of freedom and the pain and exhilaration of 
adolescence, Purple Hibiscus is the extraordinary debut of a remarkable 
new talent.

At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 
successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 

relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.



Year 9: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RESILIENCE
“Becoming”.  Michelle Obama
The intimate, powerful, and beautifully written memoir by the United States' former First 
Lady that inspired the major Netflix documentary. As First Lady of the United States of 
America - the first African-American to serve in that role - she helped create the most 
welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful 
advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world. She dramatically changed the 
ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives, and stood with her husband as he led 
America through some of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a few 
dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an 
unforgiving media glare. In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, 
Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped 
her - from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing 
the demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world's most famous address. 
With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both 
public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it - in her own words and on her own 
terms.



Year 9: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RESILIENCE
“The hate you give”.  Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 
neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her 
posh high school in the suburbs.
The uneasy balance between them is shattered when 
Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her 
unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer.
Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It 
could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives 
Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA 
novel about one girl's struggle for justice.



Year 9: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RESILIENCE/HOPE
“The Diary of Ann Frank”.  

A deeply moving and unforgettable portrait of an ordinary and yet 
an extraordinary teenage girl.
First published over sixty years ago, Anne Frank's Diary of a 
Young Girl has reached millions of young people throughout the 
world. 
In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing 
the occupation, went into hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. Over 
the next two years Anne vividly describes in her diary the 
frustrations of living in such close quarters, and her thoughts, 
feelings and longings as she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly 
when, in August 1944, they were all betrayed.



Year 9: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

KINDNESS/COURAGE/RESPECT
“Love is the Higher Law”.  David Levithan

Bestselling author David Levithan treats the tragic events of September 11th with 
care and compassion in this novel of loss and grief, but also of hope and redemption. 
First there is a Before, and then there is an After. . . . The lives of three teens—
Claire, Jasper, and Peter—are altered forever on September 11, 2001. Claire, a high 
school junior, has to get to her younger brother in his classroom. Jasper, a college 
sophomore from Brooklyn, wakes to his parents’ frantic calls from Korea, wondering 
if he’s okay. Peter, a classmate of Claire’s, has to make his way back to school as 
everything happens around him. Here are three teens whose intertwining lives are 
reshaped by this catastrophic event. As each gets to know the other, their 
moments become wound around each other’s in a way that leads to new 
understandings, new friendships, and new levels of awareness for the world around 
them and the people close by. David Levithan has written a novel of loss and grief, 
but also one of hope and redemption.   As the characters slowly learn to move 
forward in their lives, despite being changed forever, one rule remains: love is 
indeed the higher law. 



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RESILIENCE/PERSEVERANCE
“When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit”.   Judith Kerr
This semi-autobiographical and unforgettable story, of a Jewish family fleeing from Germany 
before the start of the Second World War, now reissued with its original cover illustration in this 
very special edition. Michael Morpurgo called When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit: "The most life-
enhancing book you could ever wish to read." This internationally acclaimed story of one Jewish 
family's flight from Hitler's Germany has become a much-loved classic, and has been in print since 
its debut 45 years ago. Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your noticing, 
it became dangerous for some people to live in Germany any longer.
Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that your own father was one of those people. That 
is what happened to Anna in 1933. She was nine years old when it began, too busy to take much 
notice of political posters, but out of them glared the face of Adolf Hitler, the man who would 
soon change the whole of Europe - starting with her own small life. One day, Anna's father was 
missing. Then she herself and her brother Max were being rushed by their mother, in alarming 
secrecy, away from everything they knew - home and schoolmates and well-loved toys - right out 
of Germany...



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RACE
“Ghost Boys”. Jewell Parker Rhodes

ALIVE Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble.
He goes to school. He does his homework. He takes care of his little 
sister. Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy 
gun for a real threat. DEAD. As a ghost, watching his family trying 
to cope with his death, Jerome begins to notice other ghost boys.
Each boy has a story and they all have something in common... Bit by 
bit, Jerome begins to understand what really happened - not just to 
him, but to all of the ghost boys. A poignant and gripping story about 
how children and families face the complexities of race in today's 
world.



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

RESILIENCE/HOPE
“I am David”.  Ann Holm

`You must get away tonight,' the man had told him. David escapes from the 
concentration camp where he has spent his entire life and flees across 
Europe.
He is utterly alone - who can he trust? What will await him? And all the 
while, how can he be sure that they won't catch up with him . . . This is the 
remarkable story of David's introduction to the world: sea, mountains and 
flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, 
all are new to David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes 
and his thin features are strange to other people.
He must learn to fend for himself in this strange new world. An incredible 
story of survival against all odds and self discovery.



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

KINDNESS
“Divergent”.    Veronica Roth

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when 
she is forced to make a terrible choice.
Turning her back on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, 
determined to find out where she truly belongs. Shocked by the 
brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is 
drawn to a boy who seems to both threaten and protect her.  The 
hardest choices may yet lie ahead.... The first book in the 
DIVERGENT series that has swept the globe - selling millions of 
copies world-wide.



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

HOPE
“Everything, everything”.  Nicola 
Yoon
Maddy is allergic to the world; stepping outside the sterile 
sanctuary of her home could kill her.
But then Olly moves in next door. And just like that, Maddy 
realizes there's more to life than just being alive.  You only get 
one chance at first love. And Maddy is ready to risk everything, 
everything to see where it leads.



Year 8: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

LEADERSHIP
“Hunger Games”. Suzanne Collins
The first book in the ground-breaking Hunger Games 
trilogy. Set in a dark vision of the near future, a 
terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve boys 
and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event 
called The Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or 
be killed. When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps 
forward to take her younger sister's place in the games, 
she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss has been 
close to death before. For her, survival is second nature.



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

FRIENDSHIP
“Chinglish”.  Sue Cheung
As heard on Radio 4's Woman's Hour and BBC Breakfast TV Shortlisted for the Indie Book Award 
plus six regional prizes!  

It is difficult trying to talk in our family cos: a) Grandparents don't speak English at all b) Mum 
hardly speaks any English c) Me, Bonny and Simon hardly speak Chinese d) Dad speaks Chinese and 
good English - but doesn't like talking.  In other words, we all have to cobble together tiny bits of 
English and Chinese into a rubbish new language I call 'Chinglish'.
It is very awkward. Jo Kwan is a teenager growing up in 1980s Coventry with her annoying little 
sister, too-cool older brother, a series of very unlucky pets and utterly bonkers parents.
But unlike the other kids at her new school or her posh cousins, Jo lives above her parents' 
Chinese takeaway. And things can be tough - whether it's unruly customers or the snotty popular 
girls who bully Jo for being different.  Even when she does find a BFF who actually likes Jo for 
herself, she still has to contend with her erratic dad's behaviour.

All Jo dreams of is breaking free and forging a career as an artist. Told in diary entries and 
doodles, Jo's brilliantly funny observations about life, family and char siu make for a searingly
honest portrayal of life on the other side of the takeaway counter.



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

SELF-DISCIPLINE
“The knife of never letting go”.  Patrick Ness

An unflinching novel about the impossible choices of 
growing up, by an award-winning writer. Imagine you're 
the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear 
everything they think. And they can hear everything you 
think. Imagine you don't fit in with their plans... Todd 
Hewitt is just one month away from the birthday that will 
make him a man.
But his town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets 
that are going to force him to run…….



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

FORGIVENESS
“Not my fault”.  
Cath Howe

Maya and Rose won't talk to each other. Even though they are 
sisters. Not since the accident. Maya is running wild, and Rose 
doesn't know what to do. Now Maya and Rose have to go away 
together on a week-long school journey. But will the trip - and a 
life-threatening adventure - fix their relationship... or break it 
for good? An uplifting story of family, forgiveness, and finding 
out who you are.



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

LEADERSHIP
“Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone”. J.K. Rowling

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters 
start dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive.  
Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, 
they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle.  Then, on 
Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man 
called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry 
Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry.



Year 7: Character Novel
At Oasis Leesbrook we promise to equip our pupils with the character skills and attributes needed to lead happy, 

successful and fulfilling lives as adults.  These qualities will enable them to persevere in the face of challenge, establish positive and healthy 
relationships with others and enhance their own and others’ lives through the virtues of generosity, humility, kindness and integrity.

FRIENDSHIP/KINDNESS
“The boy at the back of the class”. Onjali 
Q. Rauf

The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the refugee crisis, 
highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't 
always make sense. 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called 
Ahmet is sitting in it. He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange.  He 
never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, 
which are my favourite! But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very 
strange at all.  He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs 
and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, the more 
I want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. 
Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . .


