
Year 7
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn Manchester 

This scheme will introduce students to Geography through the lens of their own city.  We will examine 

the history of Manchester and the causes for its rise into the first Industrial city, we will then look at 

Manchester as we see it today and it’s significance.  We then look forward to think about the future of 

Manchester.  All the while, students will be introduced to key geographical skills such as map reading.  

• Manchester’s Significance

• Industrial Revolution

• Mapping Manchester

• The People of Manchester

• Manchester’s Future

Spring
The Earth’s 

Spheres

This scheme will begin to lay the foundation for their understanding of the physical world.  Students 

will examine the Earth’s four spheres: Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydrosphere and Biosphere.  For 

each students will be introduced to key ideas, such as the rock and water cycles, basics of river 

systems, our weather and climate and the different biomes across the world.  A constant emphasis 

across the scheme will be the interconnectedness of each system and how quality a single change 

can influence the others. This scheme will be taught in Year 7 to lay the foundation for successful 

Geographers as they progress through the Leesbrook Geography curriculum.  

Lithosphere

• Rock cycle, Types of Rocks, Volcanoes, 

Earth’s Core, Tectonic Plates.

Hydrosphere

• Water cycle, Rivers, Oceans, Ice

Atmosphere

• Weather and Climate, Why does it rain?, 

Biosphere

• Different biomes across the world, 

Adaptation, Rewilding in Yellowstone 

National Park

Summer

Our

Developing 

World

A countries level of development is generally the primary reason as to how we see it today.  Therefore, 

understanding the concept of development is vital for students within Geography. We use real 

examples to illustrate development across the world, and the inequalities that are apparent across the 

world.  As much as learning about the development gap, students will be pushed to create solutions to 

reduce the gap that we see today.  

• Indicators of Development

• Colonialism

• Multiplier Effect 

• Chocolate in Ghana

• Diamonds from Sierra Leone

• Fairtrade

• Uneven development 


