
Year 8
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn Dark Tourism

This scheme of Dark Tourism approaches the wider Geographical topic of tourism from a different 

angle, and one which has proven to engage students.  Students consider both the opportunities 

and the challenges that these sites of dark tourism can offer a variety of stakeholders.  This topic 

further embeds the need to be empathetic and considerate.  Furthermore, it blends a number of 

historical topics within the lessons, highlighting the close relationship between the Humanities 

subjects.  

• Why go to dark tourism sites?

• Case studies include: Auschwitz, 9/11, 

Chernobyl, Pompeii and Montserrat.

• Are these dark tourism sites? Wildlife Tourism, 

Mt Everest, Yellowstone National Park, Bull 

fighting?

Spring
Our Earth as 

a Resource

This topic area is covered at GCSE, however I believe that looking at the world as a resource 

more broadly is vitally important to understand the extent to which we rely on the Earth.  Current 

resource debates are vitally important to discuss such as with the Bolivian salt flats and whether 

they should be developed and extensively mined.  This scheme will introduce students to the term 

sustainability and will be interweaved through the module and applied to a variety of ideas, 

making students comfortable with the term.

• Water and Air as resources

• Energy- renewable and non-renewable, key 

debates in the area

• Plants and Animals (Ecosystem services)

• Minerals and Mining

• Food

• Management and politics of Resources

• Case Studies include: Easter Islands, Bolivia 

Lithium Mining, Amazon Rainforest.

Summer

Either

How does Money 

Shape our World 

or

Asia Case Study 

(A Continent of 

Change)

How does money shape our world?

This scheme will focus on the economy across a variety of scales from local to regional to global.  This 

scheme will borrow heavily from The Almighty Dollar which examines how a single dollar moves around the 

global economy.  Changing production, development  and business will be examined and evaluated.

Asia: A Continent of Change

Despite a high proportion of our students having strong ties to he region, they know surprisingly little about 

it!  With that said, students will have a strong ideas about the region and hopefully will create an 

environment of sharing knowledge within the classroom.  This scheme will focus on the varied geography of 

the region- physically examining the Himalayas and the major river systems which dominate the region, and 

for human Geography examining the megacities and population structures.  We will also look at Asia’s 

future…

How does money Shape our world?

• Local, regional and global economies.

• Globalisation themes

• Changing nature of production and consumption.

Asia

• Physical landscape- mountains, rivers, deserts, 

monsoon and deserts.  Pollution will also be covered. 

• Human- Megacities, population changes, changing 

economy, slums, inequalities in the region.  We will 

also examine the geography of Colonialism and 

discuss how it led to the continent we see today.  If 

possible, we will start to examine some of the 

Geopolitical issues in the region.


