
Year 9
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn
Geography of 

Health

This scheme of work allows students to learn and understand some of the most pressing issues that 

face mankind today.  We examine a number of diseases affecting all parts of the world, their causes, 

effects and solutions.  This unit further extends to exam the ethics and inequalities in health across the 

world.  Finally, students will be critical of modern life- particularly diet, transport, and living in cities to 

evaluate the influence upon our health. 

Skills- This scheme relies heavily on data and map work to outline trends and spatial patterns.  This 

gives students the skill of thinking geographically about a variety of sources.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Development, Change, Scale, Inequalities.

• Diseases such as: HIV/AIDS, Malaria, 

Ebola, CHD.

• Pharmaceutical Companies

• Healthcare systems across the world

• Aid

• Does modern life make us unhealthy?

Spring

21st Century 

Environmental

Challenges

The 21st Century poses a multitude of environmental issues that must be understood completely in 

order to move towards solutions.  This scheme forces students to think creatively and critically about 

modern issues that are apparent today and will be through their lives.  A brief introduction will given to 

natural hazards, including volcanoes and earthquakes.  Unlike other schemes this will take up a 

fraction of the lessons as there are other challenges across the world which must be explored.  The 

scheme will be primarily focused on challenges which are not covered at GCSE to give our students a 

wider base of knowledge.  

Skills- This scheme really makes student think creatively about modern day issues, particularly when 

thinking about solutions.  To add to this, decision making skills will be embedded throughout.  

Students will be using a plethora of modern day sources to build their knowledge of today’s issues.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Change, Scale, Systems.  

• Brief volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis

• Climate Change

• Wildfires

• Famine and Drought

• Plastic

• Palm Oil 

• Air and Water Pollution

• Biodiversity Loss- Endangered Species, 

Animal Trafficking 

• Waste disposal

• Oceans 

Summer

Will the Arctic 

ever be the 

same again?

Students must learn about the changing nature of the Arctic.  We will investigate the region through 

numerous ice ages, thinking about changes through the Quaternary period, and the impact on fauna 

and flora.  Students will examine the changing ice today and the impacts that are associated with this 

on the environment, people, wildlife and economy.  Issues of Geopolitics will be raised and discussed, 

thinking about ‘who controls the arctic?’  Students will also examine the potential benefits of a 

changing Arctic for people and particularly businesses.  

Skills- This scheme will allow students to examine the connectedness of a regions history and present 

and how that will unfold in the future.  There will be a strong focus on the Arctic as a system, allowing 

students to begin to understand the interconnectedness of the area, particularly as it becomes more 

vulnerable.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Change, Scale, Systems, Interrelationships

• Picking up ideas of Climate change

• The Arctic during the Quaternary period. 

• Impacts of the changing Arctic on people 

and the environment.

• Geopolitics and the Arctic- Who will 

control the Arctic?

• People of the Arctic- focus on Inuit 

people and culture


