
 

 

Subject: Drama 

Inspiring Learners Creating Leaders 

 

Year 7 (1H/week) Carousel 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic: Roald Dahl 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill:  

Characterisation Skills 

voice, movement, gestures, body 

language, facial expressions 

Still-Image  

A freeze frame which highlights a 

key moment to your audience 

Language 

What does speech and language 

reveal about a character? 

Role Play 

A rehearsed performance 

Mime 

Performing without speech 

Soundscape 

Using voice to create atmosphere 

Space and Levels 
To show importance 
 
 
Life skills: Communication, 
creativity. Confidence and 
collaboration  

Topic: Spy School 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill: 

Students will be introduced to 
Stanislavski as a key theatre 
practitioner and the techniques 
that he implements in his theatrical 
practice. Naturalism is key. 
 
Creating an Identity 
Voice, movement, facial 
expressions, gestures, body 
language, subtext, emotional 
response 
 
Magic If 
The ability to respond to a given 
scenario by the actor imagining 
how they would respond if they 
were in the characters shoes.  
 
Emotional Memory 
Using personal life experience to 
trigger genuine emotional 
responses to a given situation. 
This means performers will portray 
characters emotions which are 
honest and believable 
 
Life skills: Risk taking, 
consequences, bravery, 
spontaneity, communication, 
listening and responding and 
problem solving 

Topic: Bugsy Malone 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Script work 
Understanding of language, 
meaning, character dialogue, 
historical context and character 
relationships/emotions through text 
 
Voice 
Accent, tone, volume, pitch, pace 
and pause. Language used by 
specific characters and why 
 
Study of a play text 
Genre, style, structure, themes, 
historical context and performance 
style 

 
Life skills: Emotional maturity, 
honesty, commitment, empathy, 
focus, literacy, concentration 
and collaboration 

Topic: Soap Opera 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Melodrama 
Over the top acting and movement 
to exaggerate emotion and key 
moments 
 
Stereotypes 
Key characteristics and 
performance styles which adhere 
to “stereotypes” to highlight 
community and world wide 
misconceptions 
 
Plot and storyline 
How does TV differ from theatre in 
performance style? Structure, 
genre and key plot lines are 
important here 
 
Marking the Moment 
Slow motion. Still image, thought 
in the head, narration, cross-
cutting and flashback to make an 
important moment stand out 
 
Life skills: Creativity, 
imagination, collaboration, 
bravery and problem solving 

Topic: Outsiders 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance  

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Improvisation 
Making a performance up as you 
go along with no script 
 
Explorative strategies 
Still images, narration, 
soundscape, thought in the head 
and monologues 
 
Poetry 
How can this stimulus be turned 
into a piece of theatre. Focus on 
literary language becoming 
dialogue for a script 
 
Challenging Misconceptions 
How can we use theatre as a 
catalyst for change? Use the 
power of theatre to communicate 
and educate the audience with key 
messages within a performance. 
 
Life skills: Celebrating diversity, 
inclusivity, hope for the future, 
ability to stand up and make a 
difference, drive and 
determination to always do the 
right thing. 

Topic: Exploring a play text 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

- The roles and 
responsibilities of 
theatre makers in 
contemporary 
professional practice 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Study of a play text 
Genre, style, structure, themes, 
historical context and performance 
style 
 
The Role of the Director 
Using directorial skills to lead a 
group of actors to ensure your 
vision is realised.  
 
The Role of the Designer 
How can technical theatre 
(lighting, sound, costume etc.) be 
applied to a performance 
effectively? 
 
The Rehearsal Process 
How to run a rehearsal effectively, 
development of creative ideas, 
applying those ideas to a 
published script, developing good 
work ethic when rehearsing for a 
performance 
 
Life skills: Leadership, 
collaboration, patience, trial and 
error, focus, pace of work 

Performance assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment  
 

Performance Assessment and 
Written Evaluation 

EOY exam: 1 hour 
 

Performance and written 
evaluation 



 

 

Subject: Drama 

Inspiring Learners Creating Leaders 

Year 8 (1H/Week Carousel) 

 

Year 9 

(1H/Week Carousel) 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic: Anne Frank 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill:  

Brecht 
Understanding of a key theatre 
practitioner and his theatrical 
practices.  
 
Theatrical Devices 
Breaking the fourth wall, narration, 
placards, repetition, stylised 
movement 
 
Montage 
Development of how still images 
are used in drama. Putting 
together a sequence of still images 
with transitions between to tell a 
story in an alternative way 
 

Life skills: Communication, 
creativity. Confidence and 

collaboration  

Topic: Blood Brothers  
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of a play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill: 

Script work 
Understanding of language, 
meaning, character dialogue, 
historical context and character 
relationships/emotions through text 
 
Voice 
Accent, tone, volume, pitch, pace 
and pause. Language used by 
specific characters and why 
 
Study of a play text 
Genre, style, structure, themes, 
historical context and performance 
style 
 
Life skills: Emotional maturity, 

honesty, commitment, empathy, 
focus, literacy, concentration 

and collaboration 

Topic: Titanic 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Marking the Moment 
Slow motion. Still image, thought 
in the head, narration, cross-
cutting and flashback to make an 
important moment stand out 
 
Monologues 
Delivering a solo performance with 
confidence and creative flare. 
Telling a story as a solo performer 
with emotion and integrity 
 
Transition 
Using music and technical theatre 
to smoothly move from one scene 
to the next 

 
Life skills: Historical class 

divide, independent thinking, 
bravery, confidence, creativity, 

empathy and collaboration 

Topic: History of Theatre 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text and performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Greek Theatre 
Origins of theatre. Key 
performance styles: masks, 
costume, outdoor performance 
and exploration of language 
 
Medieval Drama 
The power of theatre to tell a story 
despite language barriers, 
personification of emotions, 
religious story telling and tension 
and suspense 
 
Shakespeare 
Understanding language, key 
themes and plots, physical theatre 
introduction, soundscape and 
comedic elements of 
Shakespeare’s texts. 
 
Modern Day 
Tragi-comedy, dramatic pause, 
duologue, comedic timing, 
progression of language 
 

Life skills: Historical context, 
progressive change, similarities 

and difference, creativity, 
imagination and independent 

working. 

Topic: Theatre in Education 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Multirolling 
One actor plays more that one 
character within a play. They 
change their voice, movement and 
costume to suit the role they are 
playing  
 
Key messages 
Designing a performance which 
centralises a key message at the 
very heart of every scene and 
moment. 
 
Inventive Set and Props 
Due to TIE touring venues, the set 
props and costume must be easily 
transportable. How can we be 
creative with this? 
 
Performance Style 
Exploring key issues from various 
viewpoints, audience participation, 
naturalism, breaking the fourth 
wall, facts and figures form the 
script and a stong message and 
moral throughout 
Life skills: Celebrating diversity, 
inclusivity, hope for the future, 
ability to stand up and make a 

difference, drive and 
determination to always do the 

right thing. 

Topic: Physical Theatre 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Frantic Assembly 
Lifts, round by through, counter 
balance, trust fall and chair duets 
 
Kinetics 
The impact that one movement 
has on the rest of the body 
 
The Role of the Designer 
How can technical theatre 
(lighting, sound, costume etc.) be 
applied to a performance 
effectively? 
 
Body as Prop 
Using one another to create set 
and props which would normally 
be on stage in a  physical format 
 
Story Telling 
The challenges of story telling 
through mime, movement and 
physical theatre with elements of 
non-naturalistic voice 
 
Life skills: Leadership, 
collaboration, patience, trial and 
error, focus, pace of work, 
target setting and meeting 
conduct and working outside 
your comfort zone 

 

Performance Assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment  
 

Performance Assessment and 
Written Evaluation 

EOY exam: 1 hour 
 

Performance and written 
evaluation 



 

 

Subject: Drama 

Inspiring Learners Creating Leaders 

Year 9 (1H/Week Carousel) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic: Hillsborough 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill:  

Documentary Drama 
Performing using factual evidence 
and real events as a basis for 
theatre. Using real life accounts to 
turn dialogue into a script 
 
Poetry 
How can this stimulus be turned 
into a piece of theatre. Focus on 
literary language becoming 
dialogue for a script 
 
Marking the Moment 
Slow motion. Still image, thought 
in the head, narration, cross-
cutting and flashback to make an 
important moment stand out 
 

Life skills: Communication, 
creativity. Confidence and 

collaboration 

Topic: Jack the Ripper  
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of 
performance 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and skill: 

Historical Context 
Using key events from Britain’s 
past to and expanding subject 
knowledge through practical 
exploration 
 
Hot Seating 
Interviewing characters in role to 
develop context and extra 
information about the characters 
personality and life story 
 
Tension and Suspense 
Building to climax to make your 
audience anticipate what may 
happen next. Edge of your seat 
drama 
 

Life skills: Risk taking, 
consequences, bravery, 

spontaneity, communication, 
listening and responding and 

problem solving 

Topic: Devising 
Mini unit 2 GCSE unit 

KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Stimulus 
A key source of inspiration which 
will be used to create a 
performance – photo, script, poem, 
concept, event, music and props 
 
Style 
Genre, structure (linear, non-linear 
and circular), themes, audience 
impact and use of language 
 
The Rehearsal Process 
How to run a rehearsal effectively, 
development of creative ideas, 
applying those ideas to a 
published script, developing good 
work ethic when rehearsing for a 
performance 

 
Life skills: Emotional maturity, 

honesty, commitment, empathy, 
focus, literacy, concentration 

and collaboration 

Topic: Technical Theatre 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Lighting 
Symbolism, strobe, spotlight, 
blackout, fade, colour, intensity 
and atmosphere 
 
Costume 
Colour, material, clothing relating 
to the character and context and 
symbolic choices 
 
Set 
Audience positioning (end on, 
traverse, in the round or thrust), 
backdrop, indoor or outdoor, clear 
communication or location in 
relation to the plot. 
 
Sound 
The impact of music and sound 
effects on a scene or transition, 
live or pre-recorded sound and the 
power of silence 
 
Life skills: independent working, 

research, high impact, self-
control, collaboration, planning 

and preparation 

Topic: Urban Legends 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Historical context 
Where do urban legends originate 
and what is their purpose? 
 
Atmosphere, tension and 
suspense 
Using the context of scary stories 
to add clear atmospheric choices 
to a performance 
 
Artaud 
A theatrical practitioner and an 
exploration of his techniques. 
Universal language, melodramatic 
movement, horror, fear and 
intensity. 
 
An effective ending 
Expected, shock ending, cliff 
hanger, full circle, flashback/flash-
forward. 
 

Life skills: Confidence, 
creativity, focus, determination, 
collaboration. Leadership, risk 

taking and problem solving 

Topic: Play Text - DNA 
KS4 Link: Students must 
develop  knowledge and 
understanding of 

- characteristics of play 
text 

- - Social, cultural and 
historical contexts  

- How meaning is 
interpreted and 
communicated 

- Drama and theatre 
terminology and how to 
use it appropriately. 

 
Knowledge and Skill: 

Study of a play text 
Genre, style, structure, themes, 
historical context and performance 
style 
 
The Role of the Director 
Using directorial skills to lead a 
group of actors to ensure your 
vision is realised.  
 
The Role of the Designer 
How can technical theatre 
(lighting, sound, costume etc.) be 
applied to a performance 
effectively? 
 
The Rehearsal Process 
How to run a rehearsal effectively, 
development of creative ideas, 
applying those ideas to a 
published script, developing good 
work ethic when rehearsing for a 
performance 
 
Life skills: Leadership, 
collaboration, patience, trial and 
error, focus, pace of work, 
target setting and meeting 
conduct 

 

Performance assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment Performance Assessment  
 

Performance Assessment and 
Written Evaluation 

EOY exam: 1 hour 
 

Performance and written 
evaluation 


