
Year 7
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn Manchester 

This scheme will introduce students to Geography through the lens of their own city.  We will examine 

the history of Manchester and the causes for its rise into the first Industrial city, we will then look at 

Manchester as we see it today and it’s significance.  We then look forward to think about the future of 

Manchester.  All the while, students will be introduced to key geographical skills such as map reading.  

• Manchester’s Significance

• Industrial Revolution

• Mapping Manchester

• The People of Manchester

• Manchester’s Future

Spring
The Earth’s 

Spheres

This scheme will begin to lay the foundation for their understanding of the physical world.  Students 

will examine the Earth’s four spheres: Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydrosphere and Biosphere.  For 

each students will be introduced to key ideas, such as the rock and water cycles, basics of river 

systems, our weather and climate and the different biomes across the world.  A constant emphasis 

across the scheme will be the interconnectedness of each system and how quality a single change 

can influence the others. This scheme will be taught in Year 7 to lay the foundation for successful 

Geographers as they progress through the Leesbrook Geography curriculum.  

Lithosphere

• Rock cycle, Types of Rocks, Volcanoes, 

Earth’s Core, Tectonic Plates.

Hydrosphere

• Water cycle, Rivers, Oceans, Ice

Atmosphere

• Weather and Climate, Why does it rain?, 

Biosphere

• Different biomes across the world, 

Adaptation, Rewilding in Yellowstone 

National Park

Summer

Our

Developing 

World

A countries level of development is generally the primary reason as to how we see it today.  Therefore, 

understanding the concept of development is vital for students within Geography. We use real 

examples to illustrate development across the world, and the inequalities that are apparent across the 

world.  As much as learning about the development gap, students will be pushed to create solutions to 

reduce the gap that we see today.  

• Indicators of Development

• Colonialism

• Multiplier Effect 

• Chocolate in Ghana

• Diamonds from Sierra Leone

• Fairtrade

• Uneven development 



Year 8
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn Dark Tourism

This scheme of Dark Tourism approaches the wider Geographical topic of tourism from a different 

angle, and one which has proven to engage students.  Students consider both the opportunities 

and the challenges that these sites of dark tourism can offer a variety of stakeholders.  This topic 

further embeds the need to be empathetic and considerate.  Furthermore, it blends a number of 

historical topics within the lessons, highlighting the close relationship between the Humanities 

subjects.  

• Why go to dark tourism sites?

• Case studies include: Auschwitz, 9/11, 

Chernobyl, Pompeii and Montserrat.

• Are these dark tourism sites? Wildlife Tourism, 

Mt Everest, Yellowstone National Park, Bull 

fighting?

Spring
Our Earth as 

a Resource

This topic area is covered at GCSE, however I believe that looking at the world as a resource 

more broadly is vitally important to understand the extent to which we rely on the Earth.  Current 

resource debates are vitally important to discuss such as with the Bolivian salt flats and whether 

they should be developed and extensively mined.  This scheme will introduce students to the term 

sustainability and will be interweaved through the module and applied to a variety of ideas, 

making students comfortable with the term.

• Water and Air as resources

• Energy- renewable and non-renewable, key 

debates in the area

• Plants and Animals (Ecosystem services)

• Minerals and Mining

• Food

• Management and politics of Resources

• Case Studies include: Easter Islands, Bolivia 

Lithium Mining, Amazon Rainforest.

Summer

Either

How does Money 

Shape our World 

or

Asia Case Study 

(A Continent of 

Change)

How does money shape our world?

This scheme will focus on the economy across a variety of scales from local to regional to global.  This 

scheme will borrow heavily from The Almighty Dollar which examines how a single dollar moves around the 

global economy.  Changing production, development  and business will be examined and evaluated.

Asia: A Continent of Change

Despite a high proportion of our students having strong ties to he region, they know surprisingly little about 

it!  With that said, students will have a strong ideas about the region and hopefully will create an 

environment of sharing knowledge within the classroom.  This scheme will focus on the varied geography of 

the region- physically examining the Himalayas and the major river systems which dominate the region, and 

for human Geography examining the megacities and population structures.  We will also look at Asia’s 

future…

How does money Shape our world?

• Local, regional and global economies.

• Globalisation themes

• Changing nature of production and consumption.

Asia

• Physical landscape- mountains, rivers, deserts, 

monsoon and deserts.  Pollution will also be covered. 

• Human- Megacities, population changes, changing 

economy, slums, inequalities in the region.  We will 

also examine the geography of Colonialism and 

discuss how it led to the continent we see today.  If 

possible, we will start to examine some of the 

Geopolitical issues in the region.



Year 9
Term Topic Rationale

Brief Overview of Themes 

Covered

Autumn
Geography of 

Health

This scheme of work allows students to learn and understand some of the most pressing issues that 

face mankind today.  We examine a number of diseases affecting all parts of the world, their causes, 

effects and solutions.  This unit further extends to exam the ethics and inequalities in health across the 

world.  Finally, students will be critical of modern life- particularly diet, transport, and living in cities to 

evaluate the influence upon our health. 

Skills- This scheme relies heavily on data and map work to outline trends and spatial patterns.  This 

gives students the skill of thinking geographically about a variety of sources.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Development, Change, Scale, Inequalities.

• Diseases such as: HIV/AIDS, Malaria, 

Ebola, CHD.

• Pharmaceutical Companies

• Healthcare systems across the world

• Aid

• Does modern life make us unhealthy?

Spring

21st Century 

Environmental

Challenges

The 21st Century poses a multitude of environmental issues that must be understood completely in 

order to move towards solutions.  This scheme forces students to think creatively and critically about 

modern issues that are apparent today and will be through their lives.  A brief introduction will given to 

natural hazards, including volcanoes and earthquakes.  Unlike other schemes this will take up a 

fraction of the lessons as there are other challenges across the world which must be explored.  The 

scheme will be primarily focused on challenges which are not covered at GCSE to give our students a 

wider base of knowledge.  

Skills- This scheme really makes student think creatively about modern day issues, particularly when 

thinking about solutions.  To add to this, decision making skills will be embedded throughout.  

Students will be using a plethora of modern day sources to build their knowledge of today’s issues.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Change, Scale, Systems.  

• Brief volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis

• Climate Change

• Wildfires

• Famine and Drought

• Plastic

• Palm Oil 

• Air and Water Pollution

• Biodiversity Loss- Endangered Species, 

Animal Trafficking 

• Waste disposal

• Oceans 

Summer

Will the Arctic 

ever be the 

same again?

Students must learn about the changing nature of the Arctic.  We will investigate the region through 

numerous ice ages, thinking about changes through the Quaternary period, and the impact on fauna 

and flora.  Students will examine the changing ice today and the impacts that are associated with this 

on the environment, people, wildlife and economy.  Issues of Geopolitics will be raised and discussed, 

thinking about ‘who controls the arctic?’  Students will also examine the potential benefits of a 

changing Arctic for people and particularly businesses.  

Skills- This scheme will allow students to examine the connectedness of a regions history and present 

and how that will unfold in the future.  There will be a strong focus on the Arctic as a system, allowing 

students to begin to understand the interconnectedness of the area, particularly as it becomes more 

vulnerable.

Key Geographical Concepts: Place, Space, Change, Scale, Systems, Interrelationships

• Picking up ideas of Climate change

• The Arctic during the Quaternary period. 

• Impacts of the changing Arctic on people 

and the environment.

• Geopolitics and the Arctic- Who will 

control the Arctic?

• People of the Arctic- focus on Inuit 

people and culture


