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Year 8    Extremism and Terrorism    Unit #1

Key Terms

Extremism
Extreme or anti-social 
ideas
Terrorism
Inflicting fear, panic 
and terror
Radicalise
Process by which a 
person is turned into 
an 
extremist/terrorist
EDL
White British 
extremist group
Jihad
Struggle
Greater Jihad
Struggle to be the 
best Muslim possible
Lesser Jihad
Physically fighting to 
protect religion
Alienation
Feeling excluded
Vulnerability
Being in a position of 
weakness
Taliban
Extremist Islamic 
group
ISIS
Terrorist group –
Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria
DAESH
Another name for 
ISIS

“Religious believers 
can be terrorists”.  

Do you agree?

Causes of 
Extremism

Alienation –
feeling you 
don’t belong

Poverty – causes 
resentment and anger

Big / 
Charismatic 

Leaders – can 
become idols

Anger – about 
social 

situations, 
politics, etc. 

Vulnerability –
more open to 
radical ideas 

Identity –
needing to feel 

you belong

Islam, Violence and War

All should live in peace, justice and brotherhood – therefore peace is always 
preferred.   Forgiveness and reconciliation is rewarded by Allah, so war is best 
avoided.  Muslims will always attempt diplomatic and peaceful means to resolve 
conflict first.  

The concept of Jihad sometimes permits Muslims to fight. The aim of Jihad is 
to maintain justice and Islam as a religion. The Lesser Jihad is physically 
fighting.  This is a last resort and there a specific rules that have to be 
followed. The Lesser Jihad should only be used in defence; it should be the last 
resort, be led by a spiritual or religious leader that all Muslims accept, and 
civilians, crops and animals should be protected.  War should not be fought for 
greed or ambition or to capture other lands.  Also, a war should not be started 
without first being attacked for no reason.

Most Muslims believe that war can be permitted if certain conditions 
are followed and certain rules are kept to.  The Lesser Jihad should 
only be used in defence; it should be the last resort, be led by a 
spiritual or religious leader that all Muslims accept, and civilians, crops 
and animals should be protected.  War should not be fought for greed 
or ambition or to capture other lands.  Also, a war should not be 
started without first being attacked for no reason.
In the Quran, there are very clear rules for using violence in war.  
These rules include not harming trees or crops, a religious place of 
worship, women, children or men that are not fighting you, and not 
killing innocent people.  Animals should only be killed for food (eg: not 
for revenge or to deny others food or livelihood) and dead bodies must 
not be mutilated.

Christianity, Violence and War
Christians believe that they should follow the example of Jesus; 
and show compassion, kindness and forgiveness to those who 
wrong them.  Also, Jesus told his followers to be “peacemakers”.  
Even when facing death, Jesus told his followers not to look for 
revenge. Christians are expected to stand up for fairness, justice 
and equality. There are certain situations, though, when some 
people have to die in order for more people to be protected.  
This is where the idea of Just (or ‘fair’) War comes from.  A 
Just War is a war that is fought to protect innocent people, 
declared as a very last resort, and supported by the government.  
Basically, it is a war to restore justice.
1. A war must be declared by a lawful authority.  A war 

can only be declared by a government, a ruler, or the UN.
2. A war must only be fought to bring about good. This 

means a war can only be fought to restore peace, to prevent 
suffering or prevent murder of innocent people.  The war 
must stop once this has happened.

3. War must be a last resort.  All other ways of resolving 
the conflict must have been tried.

4. There must be a good chance of success.  This means no 
country should go to war if they do not have a chance of 
winning.

5. Only necessary force can be used.  This means that you 
cannot use massive nuclear weapons against a tiny country, 
or poisoned gas against civilians.

6. Only legitimate targets can be attacked.  An example 
would be a military base or a weapons factory.  Hospitals, 
homes and civilians should never be attacked

100 AD, Judaea (Middle East)The Sicarii
A Jewish group of assassins.  They murdered enemies and 

collaborators in a campaign to end Roman Rule, often using small 
daggers called sicae hidden in their cloaks.  They would stab people 

in busy crowds and then disappear!

1000-1200 AD, Syria
The Hashhashin

A secretive Islamic 
sect active in Iran and 
Syria from the 11th to 

the 13th century.

1793, France 
Maxmilien Robespierre

Following the French revolution he had 
enemies of the government brutally killed 

before creating a dictatorship.

1605, London  Guy Fawkes 
& Co.

The Catholic Plotters of 
aiming to blow up the Houses 
of Parliament and the king, 

James I

1860s-1960s, USA 
The KKK

A White (Christian) 
terrorist group 

targeting non-whites 
– famous for 

lynchings.
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Year 8    The Great God Mystery     Unit #2 “God cannot exist as there 

is too much suffering”.  Do 
you agree?

Key Terms

Atheist
Someone who does not 
believe in God
Agnostic
Someone who is unsure 
about whether or not God 
exists
Theist
Someone who believes in 
God
Omnipotent
All powerful and almighty
Omniscient
All knowing
Omnipresent
All present, all seeing, 
everywhere
Omnibenevolent
All kind and loving
Agape
God’s unconditional love
Transcendent
God exists beyond time and 
space and is above all 
created things 
Immanent
God is within everything
Suffering
Experiencing pain or 
hardship
Moral Evil
Suffering caused by humans
Natural Evil
Suffering caused by natural 
disasters
Theodicy
A theory that attempts to 
explain how there is 
suffering in the world even 
though there is a God
Trinity
The idea that God is known 
in 3 different ways
Tawhid
The oneness of God

Describing God

Arguments against God
There are may reasons for not believing in God.

Arguments for God

Evil and Suffering

Responses to Evil and Suffering

Muslims believe that everything 
that happens in life is part of the 
will and plan of Allah. 
 All suffering comes from 

Allah, although it might be 
hard for humans to 
understand the purpose of 
it. 

 Suffering is a test.
 Those who suffer must try 

to stay faithful and resist 
the temptation of Satan 
following the example of 
Muhammad.

 Good can result from
suffering as it is an
opportunity to follow the
way of Muhammad.

 Humans will be rewarded in
the afterlife in they
survive suffering by
resisting temptation.

Christians believe that suffering
exists due to free will as a result
of the ‘original sin’ which occurred
at the time of creation. This led
to moral evil and natural evil both
of which cause suffering.

*God is compassionate and
understanding – he will never give
us more than we can cope with.
*Good will come out of suffering.
*Suffering can help develop
character and inner strength.
*Suffering can test faith and
make it stronger (the story of
Job).
*The example of Jesus who
suffered on the cross; because
Jesus took the punishment for all
the sin in the world those who
believe in him will achieve God’s
forgiveness for their sins.

Omnipotent

Omniscient

Omnibenevolent

Omnipresent

Creator

Father Transcendent

Immanent

Guardian

Guide

Forgiver

Evil and suffering causes problems for belief in God, 
especially a person believes God is omnipotent, omniscient, 

omnipresent and omnibenevolent.

. Believing in God gives a purpose and meaning to life.  

It allows people to believe that they have a role in 

life, and that even suffering has a purpose.

The world and human beings are so perfectly 

made.  You can’t look at a new born baby 

without thinking that something very clever –

God – was behind it.
It’s safer to believe in God.  If I die and God exists, 

then I get to go to heaven.  If I die and He doesn’t, 

then I’ve lost nothing.

The Universe and Earth cannot just be a fluke.  The 

natural world is too perfect to have been made by 

chance.

Something must have made the universe.  Even 

scientists don’t know what caused the Big Bang.  

Maybe it was God.

Upbringing.  Many people believe in God because they 

were brought up to.

Religious belief.  Every religion revolves around the 

idea of deity.  Believing in religion means you have to 

believe in God.

Some people have had their prayers 

answered.

Believing in God gives comfort.  It allows people to 

feel that there is something else in control in the 

universe.  It also allows people to feel that they will 

live on after death.

A near-death experience.  Some people believe that 

they have seen the afterlife / God / and this becomes 

the foundation of their faith.
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Year 8    The Great God Mystery     Unit #2 “God cannot exist as there 

is too much suffering”.  Do 
you agree?

Christian Beliefs about God

Many of the stories in the Old Testament are a 
revelation about the omnipotence of God.  The New 
Testament tells of the omnibenevolence of God.

Christians also believe that God is timeless and 
eternal.  All of these ideas are found in the Christian 
Bible, which is made up of the Old and New 
Testaments and believed to be part of God’s 
revelation to humanity.  God is the creator and the 
giver of all life: ‘In the beginning God created the 
Heavens and the Earth.’

All Christians believe that God created everything and 
is still involved with the world in a mysterious way. In 
the Genesis text God is clearly seen as the creator of 
the universe and all that it contains. Humankind is 
made in a special way in the image of God. ‘Then God 
said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness 
. . .” ’
Christians believe in the idea of the Trinity –
that God is one but is known in three different
ways: God the Father, God the Son, God the
Holy Spirit. Because this is a difficult idea,
they use symbols to help explain it:
 The chemical formula H2O
 A three leaf clover
 A Russian wedding ring
It is also like a 3-in-1 dishwasher tablet!!

Islamic Beliefs about God

Muslims believe in the One God, Allah, who is
responsible for the creation of everything. The belief
in the ‘oneness’ of God is called Tawhid.

Muslims have 99 different names for Allah – each one
explaining something about the nature of Allah. For
example:
 The Creator
 The Judge
 The Governor

 The Pardoner
 The Eternal
Muslims believe that God is:
Immanent: God is always close by. The Qur’an says 

that God is closer to each one of us than the veins in 
our necks (50:16).
Transcendent: God is beyond all things, not limited by 

the rules of nature.
Omniscient: God has all knowledge, nothing can be 

hidden from him.
Beneficent: God is always kind; he loves us.
Merciful: God is always fair; he forgives us if we are 

sorry.
Judge: on the last day, God will be our judge.
Creator: God is the beginning; he is the cause of all 

that exists. The Qur’an teaches that it was God ‘Who 
created the heavens and the earth’ and that ‘He has 
power over all things.’ (46:33)

Sikh Beliefs about God

• There is only one God
• God is without form, or 

gender
• Everyone has direct access 

to God
• Everyone is equal before God
• Sikhs believe that God is 

inside every person, no 
matter how wicked they 
appear, and so everyone is 
capable of change.

The Mool Mantar summarises 
Sikh beliefs in God (or 
Waheguru).

Hindu Beliefs about God
The Hindus believe in many gods and goddesses. At the same time they also believe in the 
existence of one Supreme God, whom they call variously as Paramatma (Supreme Self), 
Parameshwar (Supreme Lord), Parampita (Supreme Father). Iswara, Maheswara, Bhagawan, 
Purusha, Purushottama, Hiranyagarbha and so on. In the Vedas and several scriptures, He is 
popularly known as Brahman, the infinite, expansive, supreme God.

The Apostles 
Creed outlines 
what Christians 
believe about 

God, Jesus and 
the Trinity. 


