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Anti-Social Behaviour

Types of Laws in Modern Britain

There are two types of law:
• Civil law  
• Criminal law

Each deal with different types of issues.  

The courts of England and Wales ensure that that the laws of the land are 
enforced fairly.  Courts around the country are headed by the Senior Courts of 
England and Wales.  These are:

• The High Court of Justice (for civil cases) 
• The Crown Court (for criminal cases). 
• The Supreme Court is the highest court in the land for both criminal and 

civil appeal cases.

Criminal Law deals with offences which are regarded as offences against society.  It 
includes the punishment of people who break these laws.

It deals with matters such as:
Crimes against people:
E.g. murder, assault 
Property crimes: 
E.g. theft, burglary, fraud and vandalism

Civil law is concerned with the rights and duties of citizens in dealings with other 
citizens.

Civil law covers activities such as: 
• Lending and borrowing money
• Entering into contracts 
• Disputes with neighbours 
• Getting married
• Inheritances and wills

Key Terms and Concepts

Rights

What you are entitled to because you are human.

Duties

The jobs that you have to do.

Role

The function of a person in a particular job, eg: 
the role of a teacher is to educate.

Powers

What you are allowed to do because of your role 
– eg: police are allowed to arrest you if you have 
broken a law.

Stop and Search 

When the police are able to stop you and search 
for illegal items on your body.

Contentious 

Likely to cause argument or debate
Crime
Any act or type of behaviour which breaks the 
law.

Statistics
The science of collecting, organising, displaying 
and analysing data.  

Prevention
The action of stopping something before it 
happens.

Vandalism

Any kind of damage done on purpose, for no good 
reason. Football clubs often suffer from 
vandalism. You may have seen it inside the 
grounds or in the streets around them.

Peer Pressure 
The pressure felt to do what people in your age 
group are doing and to do what they want you to 
do.

Knife Crime 
Illegal activities involving knives, e.g. carrying a 
knife, using a knife as a weapon, hiding a knife 
used as a weapon, selling a knife or possessing a 
knife as a weapon.

How the Police Enforce Laws on Modern Britain

A Reprimand

• A caution is basically the police’s way of telling you off. Reprimands are 
the name for the same thing but they’re only for young people aged 10 to 
17.

• You can be cautioned if police have evidence you’ve broken the law, but 
don’t think its bad enough to put you through the courts. This is classed as 
an official warning, but you aren’t being arrested and you won’t go to court.  
This remains on the system for between 5 and 10 years, depending on how 
severe the offence was.

A Warning

• The police may issue you with a formal warning if they believe you have 
committed a minor offence. If a police officer takes your name and 
address this might mean they will make a formal record of the warning on 
a database. A police warning is only recorded locally, not on the police 
national computer, however this local record could remain on the database 
indefinitely.

Arrest

• An arrest is the act of apprehending a person and taking them into 
custody, usually because they have been suspected of committing a crime. 
After the person is taken into custody, they can be questioned further 
and/or charged. An arrest is an official procedure in a criminal justice 
system and can lead to time in Court and a harsh penalty, eg: prison 
sentence, community service, fine.

Crime Prevention
There are 10 main principles of crime prevention.
They work by reducing the opportunity for crime to occur, as well as 
protecting yourself and your property - making it more difficult for 
criminals to access them.

These are all things that we can do ourselves to make sure that it is 
harder for a criminal (such as a thief) to commit a crime.

There are also other types of prevention, such as education and community 
work, that is done by the police and other groups in society such as social 
services, the probation service and schools.

Vandalism

Examples include illegally dumping rubbish or ‘fly-tipping’, damaging 
buildings, damaging trees, painting graffiti or ‘tagging’, setting small fires, 
smashing windows, stealing, ‘keying’ cars, vandalizing public property such 
as bus stops.

Vandalism is a crime. Penalties typically include fines, imprisonment in 
county jail, or both. In addition, a person convicted of vandalism is 
frequently ordered to wash, repair or replace the damaged property 
(known as "restitution"), and/or participate in programs to clean up graffiti 
and other forms of vandalism (for example, Community Clean Up).

Vandalism is a serious crime and it can lead to the needless loss of huge 
sums of money, as well as putting innocent members of the public in 
danger. You can prevent vandalism in the community in the following 
ways: 

1. Use good lighting in and around your home or business. This ensures that 
potential vandals are more visible and increases their chances of getting 
caught.

2. Use unbreakable fixtures or glass when possible. This reduces a 
person's opportunities to vandalize.

3. Lock any gates, garages and external doors around your home or 
business to prevent unauthorized access. Also lock up any technology, 
equipment or tools that may be easy targets for vandals.

4. Clean up any signs of vandalism as soon as they appear. This may involve 
moving rubbish, repairing broken or damaged signs or equipment.

5. If you see someone committing an act of vandalism, report it to the 
police.



Knife Crime

Young People who carry knives give a number of reasons:
• For protection / self-defence, in case they were ever attacked.
• Because they are cheap and easy to get hold of.
• Being brought up in a household where carrying a knife is acceptable.
• To make themselves feel like a ‘top dog’ on the estate they live on.
• To make people ‘respect’ them.
• Instilling fear in others.
• So that they feel they can push themselves up the social ladder.
• Some young children are forced to carry knives for the older gang members, as the police 

wouldn’t suspect a 7 year old of carrying a knife.
• Some people genuinely carry knives to hurt others with no other reason but to injure or 

maim another person.
• Peer pressure

Knife Crime and the Law

1. Possession of a knife carries a prison sentence of up to 5 years even if it's not used.
2. If you are caught with a knife it doesn't matter if it was for your own protection or you 

were carrying it for someone else - you will be arrested and prosecuted. Self-protection 
is not a reasonable excuse for carrying an offensive weapon.

3. The legal definition of an offensive weapon includes anything intended to be used to 
harm another person, like a sharpened comb. It's also illegal to carry a 'disguised knife' -
anything with a concealed blade or sharp point that's made to look like an everyday object 
(like a pen, cigarette lighter or lipstick).

4. Police can - and do - stop and search anyone they think is carrying a weapon.
5. It's illegal to carry a knife or offensive weapon in a public place without a reasonable 

excuse. Reasonable excuses include those who need them for work, like butchers or carpet 
fitters, but this only applies while they're actually at work

6. Even if it's not you who does it, if someone is injured or killed by a knife in your 
presence you could be sent to prison for murder or attempted murder in what is 
referred to as ‘joint enterprise’.
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Knife Crime damages lives, damages communities and costs lives

• If you get convicted for a knife crime you’ll have a criminal record. Sentences 
over 30 months stay on your record for life.

• People with criminal records – especially for violent behaviour – find it much more 
difficult to find work.

• They are also barred from doing some jobs altogether, like working around 
children, young people or the elderly, or even being a bouncer in a pub or club.

• Criminal records for violence also make it harder to get into college or university.

Figures released by Greater Manchester Police 
show that in the first three months of 2019 there 
were a staggering 787 knife crimes in our region.


