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 Year 7                Roald Dahl   Unit #1  

Key Terms 

Characterisation Skills 

voice, movement, 

gestures, body 

language, facial 

expressions 

Still-Image  

A freeze frame which 

highlights a key moment 

to your audience 

Language 

What does speech and 

language reveal about a 

character? 

Role Play 

A rehearsed 

performance 

Mime 

Performing without 

speech 

Soundscape 

Using voice to create 

atmosphere 

Space and Levels 

To show importance 

Now I am in year 7 I am too 

old to use my imagination. 

Do you agree? 

Welcoming Ceremonies 

The BFG 

An exploration of the language used in this story will be extremely important when 

developing your characters. Language is a powerful tool as it can tell the audience 

many things about your character: class, status, level of education, age, location in 

which you live, your emotional state and your relationship with other characters. 

This lesson focus about pushing your levels of creativity and using “nonsense” 

language to effectively communicate meaning. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

The emotional journey of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory lends itself nicely to 

developing emotional understanding of a character and portraying them effectively 

to an audience. Mime and movement will be essential in exploring performing a 

character as we will take away your most powerful tool: Your voice! How will you use 

your facial expressions and movement to communicate as much information as 

possible about your character and how they are feeling? We will then reintroduce 

your voice and look at the power of soundscape to create and atmosphere. One voice 

on stage doesn’t have as much of an impact as lots of voices making lots of different 

sounds. Can you use your voices to create the atmosphere of a busy working 

factory? 

Matilda 

This is all about status. Status is how important your character is compared to 

others in the scene. Using the famous Bruce Bogtrotter scene, can you recreate 

this scene and clearly show and audience who has the most power? What skills will 

you have to use to portray this effectively? Your focus on the choices you make for 

staging this scene will help to show who is more important more clearly. 

 

Roald Dahl Key Facts 

  He invented 500 new words 

and character names  

He wrote most 

of his books in 

his garden shed 

His books were 

inspired by people 

and things around 

him 

He fought in world 

war two and was a 

spy 

His first 

children’s book 

was “The 

Gremlins” 

The Minpins was 

Dahl’s last 

children’s story 

Introduction to KS3 Drama 

Throughout this first unit, students will be introduced to essential 

performance techniques which they will explore through their use of 

imagination. 

Taking three of Roald Dahl’s most famous stories: The BFG, Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory and Matilda, you will spend time looking at key 

moments from each story and will apply new drama techniques to your 

performances. 

This introduction to drama will provide you with a strong foundation in 

which your skills can be established and built upon throughout Year 7.  

Next Steps… 

Now you have the basics, look at what is meant by a 

“practitioner” in the world of theatre and how you can 

apply current knowledge to key techniques?  



 


