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The Industrial 
Revolution is the only 
reason Manchester 
is significant”. 

Manchester
Manchester is a city in the Metropolitan 
County of Greater Manchester in North West 
England.

Manchester in the 21st Century
Over 500,000 people live in Manchester, with Manchester one of the largest urban areas after 
London. Manchester is home to Manchester United and Manchester City, two of the worlds biggest 
football clubs. Both bring in large numbers of tourists (Roughly 1.7 million people per year) and 
revenue (income) for the city.
Manchester is also the location of the BBC, a huge worldwide television broadcaster. Manchester is 
the location for many films and TV series, including No Offence, Fresh Meat, Jeremy Kyle, 
Coronation Street and Peaky Blinders. This provides many jobs within the area for actors, 
production staff and location finders.
In Manchester you will find the Trafford Centre, the 2nd largest shopping centre in the UK, as well 
as Manchester airport, the busiest airport in the UK outside of London, providing transport to over 
19 million passengers per year.
Manchester is also well known for its 3 universities: University of Manchester, Manchester 
Metropolitan University and the Royal Northern College of Music. All 3 are located along Oxford 
Road as well as the housing for over 75,000 students, making it the biggest University hub in 
Europe.
Manchester is famous worldwide for its contributions to music, with bands such as Joy Division, 
The Smiths, The Buzzcocks, The Stone Roses Happy Mondays, Oasis, Take That, Courteeners and 
Blossoms all coming from Manchester. Oldham also contributed it’s own music success with the 
band Inspiral Carpets. The Globalization and World Cities Network (GWCN) rank Manchester as 
the 2nd most significant city in the UK behind London.

Manchester and the Industrial Revolution
Manchester began its Industrial Revolution in the 
1800’s and became one of the biggest and most 
significant textile manufacturers in the world. 
Manchester is only 40 miles from Liverpool and had 
quick access to the city via the river network. Travel 
by boat along the river was cheaper and quicker than 
along the roads, allowing for more trade to occur. The 
River Irwell, Medlock and Irk provided this quick 
travel to trading ports, where raw materials (cotton) 
could be bought and produce (cloth and linen) could be 
sold for a profit. Manchester’s location also gave it an 
advantage during the 1800’s, as it has a damp climate 
perfect for working with cotton. The city also had 
access to coal from the nearby county of Yorkshire, 
allowing the industry to fuel its machines and grow 
quicker than other areas. During the Industrial 
Revolution Manchester’s population grew roughly 5x 
bigger, providing many jobs in the city and attracting 
many people to the area because of this. However, 
the populations grew so quickly that places quickly 
became overcrowded and dirty, with diseases such as 
cholera spreading quickly and up to 20 people sharing 
1 small house

Key Terms
Push factor
Makes people want to 
leave a place (e.g. Lack of 
work opportunities).
Pull factor
Attracts people to a place 
(e.g. Safer and more 
secure area).
Migration
The movement of people 
from one place to another.
International migration
The movement of people 
from one country to 
another, crossing a border. 
National migration
The movement of people 
within a country’s borders.
Urban change
The ways in which towns 
and cities change over 
time, for example 
regeneration.
Urban challenge
Problems which occur in 
cities due to urban change.
Urban opportunity
Chances which occur in 
cities due to urban change.
Diversity
Diversity means having a
range of people with
various racial, ethnic,
socioeconomic, and
cultural backgrounds and
various lifestyles,
experience, and interests.
Culture
The ideas, customs, and 
social behaviour of a 
particular people or 
society.

Manchester’s Cultural Hubs

Chinatown Curry Mile Gay Village

Opportunities
and Challenges
of Cultural Hubs

Enriches the 
city’s cultural life

Cultural Festivals 
through the year 
such as Pride and 
Chinese New 
Year

Potential demand 
on services

Positive 
contribution to 
local and national 
economies

Hardworking and 
motivated 
workforce

Potential barriers 
to communication

People more
tolerant of other 
cultures, faiths 
and beliefs



List 2 urban opportunities and examples

1. ______________________________________
2. ______________________________________

List 2 urban challenges and examples

1. ______________________________________
2. ______________________________________

Significance of 
Manchester 

today

Salford Quayshad gone in to a state of decline as business 
left the city.  It left the area with few jobs and it began to 
become polluted.  It was decided that this area needed to be 
regenerated.  Over £1 billion was spent regenerating 
Salford Quays to include the Lowry Centre, Imperial War 
Museum, Lowry Outlet Mall and Media City. These places 
offer many jobs. Development of Media City at the quays 
has brought creative industries including the BBC. 

People of Manchester

Emmeline 
Pankhurst

A British political activist and organiser of the 
British Suffragette movement who helped 
women win the right to vote.  One of the most 
influential women in history. 

Arianna 
Grande

There was a terrorist attack at her 2016 gig in 
Manchester.  She then organised the One Love 
Manchester concert, raising £23 million for the 
families who were affected.  She embodies 
Manchester’s identity. 

Sir Arthur 
Lewis

Born in St Lucia, he moved to Manchester to 
lecture at the University of Manchester.  He 
was Britain's first Black Professor.  He worked 
tirelessly in his community, aiming to improve 
the lives of poor people in Manchester. 

Enriqueta
Rylands

Married to Manchester’s first millionaire.  When 
John Rylands died, she built a library for the 
city in his name.  Still one of Manchester’s most 
beautiful attractions.

Tony Wilson Owned a record label which signed bands such as 
Joy Division.  He was part of the movement 
which kick-started the music scene in 
Manchester

Alan Turing Mathematician and Codebreaker.  Instrumental 
in winning WW2.  Openly gay in a time when it 
was frowned upon.

‘Some are born here, some are 
brought here… we all call it home.’ 
Tony Walsh

Urban Regeneration


