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Key Terms
Economic Boom 
majority of businesses are 
doing well, sales are high, 
wages increase and 
unemployment is low.
Consumer Society 
a society where the buying 
and selling of goods is the 
most important activity. 
Stock Market 
Where shares in 
companies are bought and 
sold. 
Talkies 
Movies which had sound. 
Jazz 
type of music from the 
Southern states typified 
by its fast tempo, lively 
rhythms.
Flappers 
young independent women 
who wore make-up, short 
dresses and socialised 
without chaperones.
Prohibition 
18th Amendment: banned 
the sale, production or 
transport of any alcoholic 
drink. 
Bootlegger 
person who smuggled 
illegal alcohol from 
abroad.
Speakeasy 
Illegal/hidden bars which 
sold alcohol during 
prohibition.
Racketeering 
gangsters or organised 
crime groups demanded 
money from businesses. 

‘Al Capone was more of 
a hero than a villain.’ 

Do you agree?

Playing the Stock Market

Shares are small parts of businesses / companies.  These shares 
are sold on the Stock Market to investors.  The investor then 
owns a tiny part of the business.  During the 1920s ‘playing the 
stock market’ became a national craze.  
Several million people, not just the rich but ordinary Americans 
too, bought shares in all sorts of companies and made money by 
selling them on.  They then usually bought even more shares with 
the profits in the hopes of making more money again!  In the 
1920s people often bought shares with money borrowed from 
banks or with a small deposit of 10%.  They would then pay the 
remaining amount with the profits they made when they sold the 
shares.  This method of buying shares was called buying on the 
margin. This worked well as long as the value of shares continued 
to rise.
In 1920 only 4 million people owned shares.  By 1929 there were 
20 million, including housewives, car workers and factory workers 
as well as the wealthy upper classes.

Economic Boom

The boom didn’t just happen because America largely stayed out of World War I, 
(isolationism) or because America was able to earn lots of money selling goods and 
loans to Europe.  There are 3 key reasons why the boom was possible.
Help from the Republican Government: the Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act which put 
high taxes on goods entering the country (making foreign goods more expensive to 
buy).The government cut taxes paid by rich people and companies so that they could 
start more companies and create more jobs. #

Growing Industries and Mass Production: The growth of the motor industry was a 
massive boost to the American economy. Before long industries were using assembly 
lines – where products are built bit by bit by different people – to help them mass 
produce items.
New Ways to Buy and Sell: Advertising as we know it was born in the 1920s.  
Colourful billboards, newspapers and magazines urged people to buy the latest gadget 
ad keep up with their neighbours. People were encouraged to use new ‘by now pay 
later’ schemes, which meant that buyers could pay for goods in small instalments over 
a fixed period of time.

Leisure
The Jazz Age
The 1920s is often called the ‘Jazz Age’.  This is because a new form of music – jazz – became incredibly 
popular.  Jazz originated in the Southern states of America among African –Americans.  There are many 
styles of jazz, but it is typified its fast tempo, quick rhythms and  improvisation.   This loud and lively music 
appealed to both black and white young Americans, and it soon became the most popular style of music in 
nightclubs, dance halls and bars in large cities like New York and Chicago. To go with this new style of music 
was a new style of dancing.  The Charleston, first performed in Harlem, was the most popular, along with 
other dances such as the Tango, the Black Bottom and the One Step.   Jazz provided great opportunities for 
black musicians who became household names, for example Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Bessie Smith 
and Fats Waller. 

Sport
The 1920s was a golden age for American sport. For the first time sportspeople achieved celebrity status.  
Babe Ruth, a baseball player for the New York Yankees, became a national hero after setting a home run 
record that lasted until 1961.  By 1930 he was earning $80,000 – the equivalent of £7 million in today’s 
money.  Bobby Jones took the golfing world by storm – winning the US Open in 1923,1926, 1929 and 1930.  
Radio broadcasts, newspapers and magazines helped bring sporting events to a massive audience.  Around 60 
million radio listeners heard the coverage of the 1927 World Heavyweight Boxing title fight between Jack 
Dempsey and Gene Tunney.

Cinema

Hollywood, an area just outside the 
Californian city of Los Angeles 
which enjoyed year round sunshine, 
became the home of many major 
movie companies such as Paramount, 
MGM and Warner Brothers.  Movies 
were already big business before 
the 1920s with weekly audiences of 
35 million in 1919.  During the next 
decade, however, audiences nearly 
trebled reaching 100 million people 
per week going to the movies by 
1930.  That is as many as go to the 
cinema per year in Britain today!  
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The Al Capone Story 
Al Capone has become one of the most infamous individuals of the 20th Century.  The son of immigrants, he 
established himself at a very young age as a gangster.  By the age of 20 he had already had a number of 
jobs, committed various violent crimes, been a member of a notorious New York gang and had moved to 
Chicago to work for a widely feared gang boss.  But was he really all that bad? Many thousands of people 
worked for Al Capone and many thousands more benefited from his acts of charity (such as opening soup 
kitchens to provide food for the homeless and poor).

Al left New York in 1919 and moved to Chicago, America’s second largest city.  A gang boss called ‘Terrible’ 
Johnny Torrio had offered him a job.  Torrio and Al soon took over a few of the other gangs.  Chicago was 
perfect for criminals because many policemen, judges and even the mayor took bribes to ‘look the 
other way’.
Torrio and Al were soon making a fortune from bootlegging, racketeering, fixing horse and dog races and 
overseeing prostitution.  Al liked to show off his money and enjoyed being photographed.  Everyone knew all 
of his activities, and he was arrested from time to time, but it was impossible to convict him because of his 
control of the police and the fact that no witnesses ever came forward.  This type of illegal activity is 
known as ‘organised crime’ – Al Capone organised his criminal activities like a well run business.  He even had 
an accountant, a business plan, and a hierarchy in his organisation. 
On 14th February 1929, Capone attempted to get rid of his biggest rival – ‘Bugs’ Moran – and his North Side 
Gang.  Dressed as a policemen, two of Al’s hitmen shot dead seven members of the gang in the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre. Moran survived but soon retired. 

‘Al Capone was more of a 
hero than a villain.’ Do you 

agree?

The Position of Women in Society
The Fist World War brought important changes for women.  When America joined the war in 1917, large numbers of men went away to fight.  As a result women 
began to take over their jobs.  They worked just as hard and as well as men, and the money they earned gave them a sense of independence – they no longer had to 
rely on their husband’s wealth.  Partly as a result of this, American women were given the right to vote in 1920.  By 1929, there were around 10.5 million women 
with jobs, around 25 per cent more than in 1920.
With money of their own, women could make more of their own decisions about how they lived.  They could live on their own, for example, and were less likely to 
stay in an unhappy marriage; the divorce rate doubled during the 1920s.  And with fewer restrictions on their lives, some women began to behave and dress 
differently.  They wore more revealing clothes, went on dates without chaperones and smoked and drank in public.  

The Flappers 
One of the best known words to describe this new type of independent and fashionable young woman was ‘flapper’ – and they became a common sight throughout 
Americas cities.  Some rode motorbikes and went to nightclubs with men until the early hours on the morning.  They danced to jazz music, cut their hair short, 
wore vibrant lipstick and high heels.  They drank alcohol and smoked – openly. All of this shocked more traditional members of society.  Some worried Americans 
even formed an Anti-Flirt League to protest against the flappers’ behaviour.  Others, particularly older Americans in rural areas, saw flappers as an example of 
the evils of modern life. Flappers were mainly middle and upper class women from the Northern states.  For the vast majority, life went on as it 
had for years.  They were too busy working or raising families to go to wild parties, and did not have high enough incomes to buy luxuries.

Consequences of Prohibition

January 1920, a new law was introduced in America.  Prohibition – officially 
known as the 18th Amendment to the Constitution – outlawed the making, selling 
or transporting of any drink containing alcohol.
The Impact on Society
Prohibition ever worked because people still wanted to drink.  They were 
prepared to break the law they never wanted – the criminal gangs were only too 
willing to get the alcohol for them.  These gangs ran illegal bars called 
speakeasies, which sold bootleg alcohol smuggled in from abroad by bootleggers.  
They also sold moonshine - a home-made spirit that was sometimes so strong it 
caused serious illness.  In fact, deaths from alcohol poisoning went up from 98 in 
1920 to nearly 800 in 1926. Speakeasies were hidden away in cellars or private 
hotel rooms (or behind green doors – a secret sign of a speakeasy). In 1920 
there only 14,313 arrests for drunkenness; by 1925 this had gone up to 51,361.  
Similarly, in 1922 there were 494 arrests for drunk driving, but by 1925 this 
had gone up to 820.  Total arrests for drinking offences nearly tripled between 
1920 and 1925. 
The Impact on Organised Crime
Prohibition caused a rise in crime. Gangsters made so much money that they 
could often bribe or intimidate the police, lawyers and judges to cooperate with 
them and not prosecute them.  They also made money through fixing horse and 
dog racing, running brothels and racketeering, which was when businessmen and 
shopkeepers aid money to the gangs to stop them smashing up their premises.  A 
new phrase was coined to describe this behaviour – organised crime.  One gang 
leader, the notorious Al Capone, made $10 million a year from racketeering 
(£875 million  in todays money).
With booze illegal, the government was unable tax the sale of alcohol.  This 
amounted to the equivalent of $11 billion.  Money that would have gone directly 
to the government in tax revenue went to gangsters like Al Capone.  

Source B
A soup kitchen, 
set up in Chicago 
by Al Capone to 
provide food for 
the homeless

Source A
“The city just lit up overnight 

…everybody was making money, all this 
was because of Al Capone.  He was 
selling his beer and whisky to every 

place in Chicago, even the post 
office…there was plenty of this, plenty 
of that…everybody was happy.  He ruled 

the city.”
From a T.V. interview with Doc
Cheatham, a jazz musician in Capone’s
club

Source 4
Beer and liquor sales -
$60 million
Gambling dens and dog 
tracks - $25 million
Brothels, dance halls 
and inns - $10 million
Other rackets - $10 
million
Profits made by Al 
Capone in 1927



Key Terms
Patriarchy 
A system of society or 
government in which men 
hold the power and women 
are largely excluded from 
it.
Domus
The type of house 
occupied by the upper 
classes and some wealthy 
freedmen in Roman 
society. 
Feudal System 
A way of structuring 
society around 
relationships derived from 
the holding of land. 
Peasant
labourer or farmer with 
limited land under 
feudalism working for 
their lord. 
Noblewoman
A woman of high  social 
ranking after the Royals. 
Heresy 
A belief or opinion that 
does not conform to 
established beliefs and 
customs (especially 
Christian) doctrine. 
Ducking Stool 
Chairs formerly used for 
punishment of disorderly 
women, particularly women 
accused of witchcraft. 
Superstition
Belief or practice that is 
considered irrational or 
supernatural: often arises 
from ignorance, a 
misunderstanding of 
science or causality. 
Malleus Malificarum
Book written by 
churchmen to help others 
identify witches. 

Medieval Society & the Role of 
Women

There was a very distinctive social class system 
during the Middle Ages (the feudal system).  
Most Medieval people were peasants, over 90%, 
but the divide between peasants and nobility was 
very clear-cut. Peasants were at the bottom of 
the social scale. They worked for their lords on 
the manor. Women started as early as 3am in the 
summer. They were engaged in spinning and 
preparation of fibres for spinning and weaving. 
They were hired to do various types of 
agricultural labour, including planting peas and 
beans, weeding, reaping, binding, thatching, 
haymaking, hay stacking. 

Marriage-
Noblewomen had little choice over their marriage 
choices and were often betrothed from an early 
age to continue dynastic marriages.  Women were 
often married young particularly noblewomen, as 
their role was to carry children from an early age 
and overlook the domestic matters. 
Married life followed a patriarchal system 
whereby women were practically under the 
dominance of her husband with peasant women 
being further tied down by structures of the 
feudal system. Peasant women having children out 
of wedlock would have to pay compensation to 
their lords, which helped finance their lords. 
Peasant women required permission from their 
Lords prior to marrying or would face punishment. 
Furthermore, serf women paid a fee called a 
merchet as the rationale was that the Lord had 
lost a worker. 

Religion 
The Church was one of the most influential 
institutions in all of Medieval England and played 
a large role in education and religion. The 
Church's power was so great that they could 
order and control knights and sends them to 
battle whenever they wished to. The Church also 
gave women an alternative route to work and 
marriage. As Europe's Christianization became 
nearly complete, it was more common for women 
to achieve power by founding monasteries, 
churches, and convents. Here they could become 
a nun or an Abbess.

Roman Women 

Rome was very much a male dominated society; so much so that in the Roman Republic a man could legally kill his wife 
or daughter if they questioned his authority. Women were not allowed to be senators, governors, lawyers, judges or 
any of the other official positions involved in running the Roman Empire . Women were also not allowed to vote in 
elections. The stola was a sign of a Roman women’s virtue and well-bearing. Women of lesser social status would have 
simply worn the toga or tunica while the higher up in the social arena you were the stola would have echoed this social 
value. Roman hairstyles identified the social standing of the person. The use of accessories, such as golden hairnets, 
would certainly send a statement of affluence in style. Women seen as respectable wore a (palla) alongside their stola
and had ties in their hair (vittae). Women wore togas as well, but after the 2nd century BC, the toga was worn 
exclusively by men, and women were expected to wear the stola. At that point, it was considered disgraceful for a 
woman to wear a toga; wearing the male garment was associated with prostitution and adultery. If a respectable 
woman was found guilty of adultery, one of the punishments was to wear the toga. Roman society believed that a 
virtuous woman held qualities such as caring and selfless- placing her domestic duties before her own needs.  The good 
wife ran an excellent household, the "domus." The household was extremely important in Roman ideology. The upper 
classes saw their womenfolk in very much the same way the lesser classes saw theirs. Their primary purpose of upper 
class women was considered to be the producer of children. Lower class Roman women did have a more visible public 
life because they had to work for a living. Typical jobs undertaken by such women were in agriculture, markets, crafts, 
as midwives and as wet nurses. 

Early Modern Women and Witchcraft

Witchcraft was not made a capital offence in Britain until 1563 although it was deemed heresy and was denounced as 
such by Pope Innocent VIII. From 1484 until around 1750 some 200,000 witches were tortured, burnt or hanged in 

Western Europe.

Sexist Views and Misogyny- There were also books written by churchmen to help others identify witches; the most 
famous of these is probably the Malleus Maleficarum, or, “The Hammer of the Witches”. This was written by a witch-
hunter Heinrich Kramer in 1487,. Kramer’s popular book is extremely misogynist to modern eyes For the first time, 
witches are identified as primarily female; furthermore, all women are prone to indulging in witchcraft because “all 
witchcraft comes from carnal lust, which is in woman insatiable.” In medieval art, the responsibility of women for this 
'original sin', is often emphasised by giving a female head to the serpent who tempts Eve to disobey God. The story 
underlined the belief that women were inferior to men, and that they were morally weaker and likely to tempt men into 
sin.
The Role of Religion and Heresy- Scientific reasoning was discouraged and belief in magic, superstition and witch-
craft became common. Any attempt to question the teachings of the Church brought severe punishment. The Church, 
ever desirous of power and the expansion of its holdings, used the excuse of eradicating witches to further its goals. 
Many victims of the Inquisition were wealthy landowners -- conveniently for the church, whose rights extended to the 
power of confiscating the properties of convicted witches and heretics. So transparent were their efforts in accusing 
and killing wealthy individuals for the purpose of obtaining their holdings that the Inquisitor Eymeric, in the 14th 
century complains of the scarcity of wealthy heretics and expresses the fate of the church without this ready source 
of income. 
Superstition- Society was highly superstitious therefore any behaviour or physical features out of the ‘norm’ could be 
seen as superstitious activity as well as illnesses and plagues. Witches were to blame for any misfortunes such as 
animals dying, a bad harvest, houses being burnt down. The Pendle Witches is an example that highlights this. Most 
people accused of being witches tended to be old, poor and single women. Any who were unfortunate enough to be 
‘crone-like, sunken cheeked and having a hairy lip were assumed to possess the ‘Evil Eye’ ! If they also had a cat this 
was taken a proof, as witches always had a ‘familiar’, the cat being the most common. At a witch trial a ducking stool 
was used to test if a woman was a witch as well as the swimming test- if she floated she was a witch, if she drowned 
she was cleared of her charge and her soul went to heaven. 
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“It has always been better to be 
a noble woman over a peasant 

woman”.  Do you agree?



The lower working class lived in contrast to the lavish 
lifestyle. Their food was tasteless and consisted of 
anything that they could afford, their clothes were vastly 
different from the luxurious outfits of the upper class 
women – consisting of rag and cheap cloth, and their homes 
would be cold, damp and dark. These women were usually 
single, and relied only upon themselves for support, often 
working among men of the same class in workhouses. Life 
in the workhouses was arduous and dangerous, but as long 
as the women were pronounced as “able bodied” they had 
to work, not only because of the legal requirement to do 
so, but to scrape together any money they could.. 
In London, overcrowding was endemic in the slums 
inhabited by the working classes. The worst areas had 
examples such as 90 people crammed into a 10-room house, 
or 12 people living in a single room. Rents were exorbitant; 
85 percent of working-class households in London spent at 
least one-fifth of their income on rent, with 50%  paying 
one-quarter to one-half of their income on rent. Coal-dust 
from stoves (and factories) was the bane of the Victorian 
woman's housekeeping existence. Carried by wind and fog, 
it coated windows, clothing, furniture and rugs. Washing 
clothing and linens would usually be done one day a week, 
scrubbed by hand in a large zinc or copper tub. Curtains 
were taken down and washed every fortnight; they were 
often so blackened by coal smoke that they had to be 
soaked in salted water before being washed. Scrubbing 
the front wooden doorstep of the home every morning was 
also an important chore to maintain respectability. 

The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain around 1760.. 
Women of the working classes would usually be expected to go out to work, often in the mills or 
mines. As with the children and men the hours were long and conditions were hard. A common 
job for women in a coal mine was to haul carts of coal up mine shafts. The woman would have 
the cart full of coal attached to her waist by a strap and she would be expected to haul it 
through the narrow space. Women were not valued the same as men in the workplace, and were 
often paid much less than men. For example, while male British industrial workers were often 
paid about 10 shillings per week, women were paid half that.

Those who were fortunate may have become maids for wealthier families, others may have 
worked as governesses for rich children. The less fortunate may have been forced to work in 
shocking conditions during the day and then have to return home to conduct the households 
domestic needs (Washing, Cooking and looking after children etc.) Women also faced the added 
burden of societies demand for children. The industrial age led to a rapid increase in birth rates 
which clearly has an impact upon the physical strength of the mothers. It was not uncommon for 
families to have more than 10 children as a result of this demand: and the woman would often 
have to work right up to and straight after the day of the child's birth for financial reasons, 
leaving the care of the new born child to older relatives. Women were forced to work 12 to 14 
hours a day, not only separating them from their homes, but also paying them low wages. They 
were forced to work in filthy factories full of diseases and without any protective clothing. 
Many women and children got injured and sick due to the harsh condition including toxic fumes. 
The persistent death of young children under the age of seven was considered a product of the 
social ills caused by women entering the labour force. Because of the large influx of labourers 
from outside of urban areas, many mothers did not have reliable and accessible family with 
whom to leave their children while they were at work. As a result, the eighteenth century saw an 
increase in infant death rates. Commentators claimed that the factory woman was selfish and 
preferred to be employed than to reproduce and create a family. Doctors pointed out that 
women considered children as a symbol of their femininity and their biological maternal role, and 
many were not ready for either. With this being said, abortion rates were also increasing very 
quickly. In the 1880s the Medical Officer of Health concluded that women wanted to avoid the 
burden of having children, so much so that they were also blamed with the increase in the level 
of infanticide.

Changes in Society
The Industrial Revolution paved the way for later political change. Factory work allowed the 
breakdown of segregation between men and women as both took part in similar jobs (although 
with lower wages). 
The Mines Act of 1842 prohibited the employment of women and of children under 10 years of 
age, in underground mines. The Factory Act of 1847, also known as the Ten Hours Act was a 
United Kingdom Act of Parliament which restricted the working hours of women and young 
persons (13-18) in textile mills to 10 hours per day. 
The industrial age meant that education increasingly offered men the opportunity to better 
themselves, and where educational opportunities were made available to men, they were quickly 
also sought by women. For instance, in 1823, the Mechanics’ Institute in London was opened to 
provide educational lectures for working men that they could attend outside of their working 
hours; by 1830, these had been opened to women as well. 

Women during the Industrial Revolution  

Victorian Women
Women of the upper classes enjoyed a life of travel, fine 
clothes and staff to do chores for them. Their allotted goal 
in life was to marry, have children and raise them in an 
appropriate and respectful manner. The role of devoted wife 
and mother was highly idealized in Victorian Britain. The 
perfect role model for the domesticity expected of upper, 
and especially middle class women, was that of Victoria 
herself, who doted upon her husband and children, and after 
Albert’s death remained loyal, modest and demure. Dancing 
and grand social parties were commonplace in the lives of 
wealthy Victorian women. However, the ladies had to 
remember to adhere to certain unspoken rules of etiquette, 
lest they come across as vulgar and gain an unsavoury 
reputation among the other members of the elite. The rules 
ranged from what kind of jewellery to wear, to where and 
with whom they were allowed to walk. The ideal Victorian 
woman was pure, chaste, refined, and modest. This ideal was 
supported by etiquette and manners. 

Key Terms

Industrial Revolution 
The rapid development of 
industry that occurred in 
Britain in the late 18th 
century. 
Hurrier
Also called a drawer. The 
historic local term for the 
person who brought empty 
coal tubs up to the coal 
Spinning Jenny 
A spinning machine with 
multiple spinning frames. 

‘Angel in the House’ 
Poem/Idea about the role 
of a woman as an obedient 
wife who behaves like an 
‘angel’ and serves her 
husband. 
Fallen Women 
Term used to describe 
women who had fallen 
from ‘the grace of God’ or 
‘lost their innocence.’ 
Chattel 
Item of property and 
personal possession. 
Women were seen as 
chattel. 
1882 Married Women’s 
Act 
Act of Parliament that 
allowed married women to 
own and control property 
in their own right.
Suffragette 
member of militant 
women's organisations. 
Suffragist 
believed in peaceful 
campaigning methods such 
as marching and 
protesting. 
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“It has always been better to be 
a noble woman over a peasant 

woman”.  Do you agree?



Until late in the 20th Century a married woman could own no property. English law defined the role of the wife as a 'feme covert', emphasizing her subordination to her husband, and 
putting her under the 'protection and influence of her husband, her baron, or lord'. Upon marriage, the husband and wife became one person under the law, as the property of the 
wife was surrendered to her husband, and her legal identity ceased to exist.
In 1882 the Married Woman's Property Act gave women rights to own her own property. Previously her property, frequently inherited from her family, belonged to her husband on 
marriage. She became the chattel of the man. During this era if a wife separated from her husband she had no rights of access to see her children. A divorced woman had no 
chance of acceptance in society again.

Victorian men kept mistresses, but they still expected their wives or mistresses to be faithful whatever their own misdemeanours. If a women took a lover it was not made public. If 
it did become public knowledge she would be cut by society. But men could amble along to one of their gentleman's clubs and always find a warm welcome. Nearly all Victorian 
physicians considered women more fragile and sensitive than men. They believed women were more susceptible to nervous breakdown. The classic ‘female illness’ was hysteria. 

Bedlam- Women could find themselves labelled insane and locked up in madhouses for a range of conditions – from postnatal depression to alcoholism or senile dementia, and even 
for social transgressions such as infidelity (‘moral insanity’). A woman who rebelled against Victorian domesticity risked being declared insane and committed to an asylum. This was 
usually at her husband’s or father’s request, and she generally had no right to contest or appeal.

Women’s Suffrage

National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS): In 1897, The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) 
was formed. They were led by Millicent Garrett Fawcett (1847-1929). Garrett published widely on women's issues and was a frequent 
public speaker on women's rights. The Suffragists believed in achieving change through parliamentary means and used lobbying 
techniques to persuade Members of Parliament sympathetic t Between 1870 and 1884 debates on women's suffrage took place almost 
every year in Parliament. The United Procession of Women, or Mud March as it became known, was a peaceful demonstration in London on 
9 February 1907 organised by the NUWSS, in which more than three thousand women marched from Hyde Park Corner to the Strand in 
support of women's suffrage. Women from all classes participated in what was the largest public demonstration supporting women's
suffrage seen up to that date. o their cause to raise the issue of women's suffrage.

(WSPU) - Women's Social and Political Union- (“Deeds not Words’’): This union was founded by Emmeline Pankhurst in 1903. 
Membership of the WSPU was limited to women only. Emmeline’s daughters, Christabel, Sylvia and Adela, were committed members.
WSPU members were determined to obtain the right to vote for women by any means and campaigned tirelessly and sometimes violently 
to achieve this aim. They felt that the impact of peaceful tactics used by the suffragists (NUWSS) seemed to have been exhausted and 
a different, more radical approach was needed. The lack of Government action led the WSPU to undertake more violent acts, including 
attacks on property and law-breaking, which resulted in imprisonment and hunger strikes. In 1905, two members of the Suffragettes, 
Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenny, interrupted a meeting in Manchester to ask two politicians, Winston Churchill and Sire Edward 
Grey, if they believed women should have the right to vote. The two women then got out a banner that said ‘Votes for Women’ and 
shouted at the two politicians to answer their questions. Pankhurst and Kenney were thrown out of the meeting and arrested for causing 
an obstruction and assaulting a police officer. 

Attitudes towards Women & 
Sexuality 

Most prostitutes were considered 
“fallen women” because it was believed 
that women of the society would never 
opt to become a prostitute. However, 
the profession was legal and in some 
sections, it was even encouraged.
It was believed that men needed an 
outlet for their sexual desires which 
they had to keep suppressed in their 
daily life. On the other hand, it gave a 
way to earn for women who would never 
have earned otherwise. There were 
more brothels in London than schools.
In 1887, a medical journal estimated 
that there were around 80,000 
prostitutes in London which is 3% of 
the total population of 2,360,000.

The Cat and Mouse Act

Many Suffragettes who went to prison refused to eat therefore when a Suffragette was sent to prison, it was assumed that she would go on a hunger strike as 
this gained maximum publicity. The government was scared that the women might die in prison, so they started to force feed them. This brought a lot of negative 
media attention and the government then introduced the ‘Temporary Discharge for Health Act,’ which was a new law that allowed women to be set free from 
prison if they refused to eat. The law also gave police the power to arrest and imprison women again at a later date. It became known as the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’ 
because the government could arrest and imprison Suffragettes as often as they wanted under the new law. The Cat and Mouse Act allowed Suffragettes to go 
on a hunger strike and let them get weaker and weaker. When the Suffragettes were very weak they were then released from prison. Those who were released 
were so weak that they could take no part in any violence. When they had regained their strength they were re-arrested and the whole process started again. 
Hunger strikers were force fed by prison doctors using steel mouth clamps and tubes. This was a painful and brutal process. Force feeding shocked the public 
and gained a lot of sympathy for the Suffragettes  and their cause. 
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“It has always been better to be 
a noble woman over a peasant 

woman”.  Do you agree?


