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Key TermsGlobal Pattern of Urban Change
2007 was the first time ever that more people 

lived in urban areas than rural areas… and 
difference has only increased since!

Is Urban Change the same across the 
world?

No, it is different across the world.  NEEs 
and LICs are urbanising at a much quicker 

rate than HICs.

Factors Affecting rate of Urbanisation

The Emergence of Megacities

Urban means a 
built up area such 
as a town or city.

Rural means a 
quiet, sparsely 
populated area, 
such as the 
countryside. 

Rural to urban 
migration means 
The movement of 
people from the 
countryside to 
cities. 

Urbanisation is 
the increase in 
the proportion of 
people living in 
urban areas 
compared to rural 
areas.

Megacity is an 
urban area with a 
total population in 
excess of ten 
million people. 

Economic development- Cities are good for 
business as they allow businesses to trade 
with each other easily, so they grow 
economically.  It is this growth that creates 
jobs, which attract people, and it is people who 
bring the ideas and enterprise on which cities 
thrive.

Natural Increase- Cities generally 
have a young population, and so are 
more likely to have children.  Cities 
tend to have better health care than 
rural areas, so there is a low death 
rate and life expectancy is higher. 

• Low wages and few job 
opportunities

• Limited access to services such 
as healthcare and education

• Poor living conditions
• Conflict and war

• High wages and more job 
opportunities

• Better access to 
healthcare and education

• Improved standard of 
living

• More entertainment. 

Megacities are cities with a 
population in excess of 10 
million people.  In 2018, there 
were 28 of these megacities 
(shown in the map opposite), 
and the United Nations 
estimates that by 2050 there 
may be as many as 50.
Megacities have such a large 
population due to natural 
increase and rural to urban 
migration.  Thousands of 
people move to these cities 
each month in the hope of 
improving their lives because 
of the available opportunities.   
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Location and Importance

Over 500,000 people live in 
Manchester, with Manchester one of 
the largest urban areas after 
London. Manchester is home to 
Manchester United and Manchester 
City, two of the worlds biggest 
football clubs. Both bring in large 
numbers of tourists (Roughly 1.7 
million people per year) and revenue 
(income) for the city.
Manchester is also the location of 
the BBC, a huge worldwide television 
broadcaster. This provides many 
jobs within the area for actors, 
production staff and location 
finders.
In Manchester you will find the 
Trafford Centre, the 2nd largest 
shopping centre in the UK, as well as 
Manchester airport, the busiest 

airport in the UK outside of London, 
providing transport to over 19 million 
passengers per year.
Manchester is also well known for its  
universities including University of 
Manchester and  Manchester 
Metropolitan University.  All 
together housing for over 75,000 
students, making it the biggest 
University hub in Europe.
Manchester is famous worldwide for 
its contributions to music, with 
bands such as Joy Division and Oasis 
coming from Manchester. The 
Globalization and World Cities 
Network (GWCN) rank Manchester 
as the 2nd most significant city in the 
UK behind London.

Manchester is located in the North West of England.  2.6 million people 
live in Greater Manchester.  It is a Northern Powerhouse and 

considered by many as the UK’s ‘second city’.  

UK Urban Population
Population distribution means 
the pattern of where people 
live. The UK population is 
very unevenly distributed, 
with 82% living in urban 
areas.

City Population in Millions

Manchester 2.6

London 8.2

Birmingham 1.1

Bristol 0.4

Edinburgh 0.5

Newcastle 0.3

Cardiff 0.35

Liverpool 0.49

How Urban Change in Manchester has created Opportunities

Manchester has a number of sporting and leisure opportunities, such as through Manchester City and United 

football clubs, and Lancashire Country Cricket Club. 

Manchester has a wide range of music venues, such as the Apollo Theatre and Bridgewater Hall, plus 

numerous theatres, such as the Royal Exchange Theatre: bands and shows from all over the world tour 

through Manchester. These raise quality of life, health of residents, and drive the economy, although they 

may also increase rural-to-urban migration and increase housing and job competition.

Manchester has two major shopping centres: the Arndale in the city centre and the Trafford Centre to the 

south. Improved shopping facilities has been shown to reduce crime, improve the environmental aesthetic, 

attract employment, and create economic competition with other cities. 

Manchester City Centre has an affordable and regular-running tram service, Metrolink, to draw people in 

the city, and a complex ring road and by-pass road system to move traffic quickly and ease congestion and 

pollution. Further draws to the city centre have been created by pedestrianising Market Street to attract 

shoppers, creation of Park and Ride services, and making some roads for buses and taxis only.

Economic activities have been developed 

from the regeneration of Salford Quays 

and the building of Media City, which drew 

lots of media jobs (such as the BBC) away 

from London and helped develop 

Manchester as part of a ‘Northern 

Powerhouse’. Furthermore, businesses and 

universities, of which Manchester has 

three major universities (MMU, 

Manchester University, and Salford 

University) have been linked together to 

develop a more highly-skilled workforce so 

Manchester is able to develop a business 

industry which can compete with other 

major UK cities. 

The city has also undergone major construction works in recent years to create more affordable and modern 

housing, such as in the centre of town, and also to create more hotels to attract tourists and business people 

from out-of-town. HS2, a high-speed railway, will half the time it takes to get from Manchester to London, 

and is expected to further increase business links from Manchester. 

Manchester has invested in super-fast broadband schemes, especially through the city centre, to attract 

new residents and businesses in an increasingly data-heavy age.

Manchester has focussed its building on brownfield sites, which are sites where there were previous 

buildings, such as factories, many of which are found in the Inner City.  This has been completed by the 

Brownfield Housing Fund. It has also maintained its canal ways and built new developments which have 

retained canals with green land, partly for environmental benefits and creating natural habitats, and partly 

to raise property values. 

Manchester is planning to develop further 

green space along some of the canals to 

the north of the city and maintains large 

green spaces, such as Heaton Park, and has 

begun to carry out more ‘urban greening’ 

(when buildings have green spaces on them 

or have walls covered in plant-life) which 

help to improve air quality and reduce 

flooding. In fact, Manchester is part of an 

international 5-year urban greening project 

which aims to transform neighbourhoods 

and commercial areas in to greener spaces 

in an effort to reduce climate change.
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How Urban Change in Manchester has created Challenges

Location
Salford Quays is an area of Salford which is in Greater Manchester, England.  It is 
located at the end of the Manchester Ship Canal.  The ship canal connects Manchester 
to the Irish Sea via the Mersey River.

Why was Regeneration needed? 
Previously, the site of Manchester Docks, at their height the Manchester Docks was 
the third busiest port in Britain, but due to the rise in companies using large container 
ships which could not fit up the canal the docks declined swiftly during the 1970s.  The 
docks finally closed in 1982 resulting in the loss of 3,000 jobs. 

Main Features of Regeneration
• 1995- townhouses built at Grain Wharf
• 1996- Flats built at merchants Quay.
• 1999- Metrolink opens linking Salford 

Quays to the city centre.
• 2000- The Lowry Arts and Entertainment 

Centre opens. 
• Summer 2001- the Lowry Outlet Mall opens
• Summer 2003- The Imperial war Museum 

North opens. 
• 2005 NV Buildings flats open
• 2007 Media City opens and the BBC and 

ITV move to Salford Quays
• 2010- MediaCity Metrolink line extended 

to Media City.

Regeneration and rebranding
In 1984 Salford City Council acquired Manchester Docks from the Ship Canal Company 
with the use of a derelict land grant from the government.  The area was rebranded as 
Salford Quays, and regeneration started in 1985 by Urban Waterside began under the 
Salford Quays Development Plan.  To date, over £1.3 billion has been spent on the 
area.  

Salford Quays Regeneration
Of the 2.7 million people living in Greater Manchester, approximately 60,000 are estimated to be living in 

poverty. There is a shortage of affordable housing for low income families. In March 2019, around 45,150 

children under 16 lived in low-income households (41%) in Manchester compared with the average of 30% 

across the rest of the country. This affects their physical and mental wellbeing, and life chances. Across 

the UK’S 326 local authorities, Manchester was ranked the 6th most deprived.

Urban sprawl causing environmental issues and 

greenfield sites being built on

Urban growth has created more vehicles on the 

roads emitting greenhouses gases such as Carbon 

Dioxide (CO2) and Nitrous Oxide (NO2 Continued 

exposure to these emissions has been attributed to 

1200 deaths annually in greater Manchester

Mancunians have some of the poorest health in the 

country. Rates of obesity, cancer and heart disease 

are significantly higher than the national average, and 

life expectancy at birth is the lowest in England. 

There are still problems, made worse by COVID-

19: every child born in our most deprived areas will live 

7.3 years less for men and 7.8 years less for women, 

compared to those who live in other parts of 

Manchester.

36% of the population of Greater Manchester 

lives in a neighbourhood that ranks among the 

20% most deprived nationally. While one in five 

people (22%) live in a neighbourhood in the 10% 

most deprived.

Access to nature, air quality, land contamination, 

climate resilience and biodiversity all pose 

challenges. The city has committed to becoming zero-

carbon by 2038 at the latest and the Council declared 

a Climate Emergency in July 2019. We must speed up 

change for the city to reduce carbon emissions and 

deliver a green recovery from COVID-19, reducing 

direct CO2 emissions at least 50% by 2025.

Too many of our residents have insecure work 

and lower pay compared to many workers who 

work in our city. Fewer Manchester residents 

(78%) earn at least the Real Living Wage, 

compared to all workers in our city (87%), and 

half of residents with no or low qualifications 

are unemployed. The Universal Credit claimant 

count doubled between March and August 

2020. Making sure residents can get good jobs 

in their city is crucial for a fairer economy. 

The UK’s departure from the European Union 

presents a challenge for many of our 

businesses and our communities.
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Key Terms
Lagos
Located in 
Nigeria, Africa. 
21 million people 
live in Lagos and 
it’s one of the 
fastest growing 
cities in the 
world.

Opportunities
A time or set of 
circumstances 
that makes it 
possible to do 
something.

Challenges
Something which 
makes it difficult 
to achieve 
something.

Importance
the state or fact 
of being of great 
significance or 
value.

Location and Importance
• Located in Nigeria, Africa. 

Nigeria is the richest country 
in Africa.

• Lagos was the financial capital 
until 1991 and is the financial 
centre of West Africa.

• It is the most populated city 
in the country. 

• 21 million people live in Lagos 
and it’s one of the fastest 
growing cities in the world.

• 275,000 migrants arrive in 
Lagos every year.

• Lagos is home to a thriving 
film industry – Nollywood 
films are very popular in 
Africa. 

• There are two major ports in 
the city and a major fishing 
industry. 

Opportunities of living in Lagos

Challenges of living in Lagos

• Better access to services than rural Nigeria. Rural 
Nigeria is very poor, most people migrate to Lagos for 
jobs.

• Lagos is home to lots of the countries government 
departments, banks and factories. 

• More healthcare centres and hospitals and a better 
range of services in Lagos which will increase their 
life expectancy. 

• 68% of people have a secondary school education in 
Lagos (40% don’t even go to primary school in rural 
Nigeria).

• Water treatment plants provide safe water to the 
city.

• Rapid growth of the city means that there are lots of 
jobs in construction e.g. Eko Atlantic. 

• Lagos is investing in the Lagos Rail Mass Transit 
System. It was announced in 2008 and phase 1 should 
open in 2022.

• There are better employment opportunities with 
higher wages in Lagos than the Nigerian average.

• Water treatment plants provide safe water to the 
city.  The Lagos Water Corporation claims to supply 
over 12 million people with water. The 2020 Water 
Master Plan aims to meet the rising demand through 
the construction of several water treatment plans. 

• Lagos has access to electricity which can be used for 
cooking and lighting as well as opening businesses. 

• An ambitious project called Future Proofing Lagos –
Energy Sector aims to provide 100% of the population 
with access to energy (up from 60%), and street 
lighting for residential and commercial areas. At least 
20% of this energy will be produced by the renewable 
sector.

The major problem in Lagos is the growth 
of squatter settlements also known as 
Slums. These slums come with many issues 
for people including the lack of planned 
access to clean water and sanitation 
systems, poor health, lack of education, 
unemployment and the prospect of crime.
• 65 percent of the people living in Lagos 

are urban poor who live in slums
• 8.5 percent of the near 21 million 

people living in Lagos, Nigeria live in 
poverty — about 1.7 million people.

Planners have been unable to keep up with 
rapidly rising population, the average 
population density is 20, 000 people per 
km. This puts massive stress on  the 
supply of  housing, services and 
infrastructure. 

• It has been estimated that Lagos 
produces 13million kg of waste per 
day using infrastructure developed in 
the 1970’s when the city had only 3 
million residents.  Currently, 

• Traffic congestion - rising car 
ownership and wealth have meant that 
more people own cars in Lagos (there 
are over 5 million!). These contribute 
to both noise and air pollution, as well 
as lots of lost hours as people sit in 
traffic jams.

• Lagos has some very dirty air 
including dangerous levels of Nitrous 
Oxides, high levels of dust particles 
and high levels of air pollution. These 
are both hazardous to human health 
and can cause things like asthma.

• Only 10% of the population in Lagos 
have water from the Lagos Water 

Corporation
• Rapid population growth means 

demands for water will increase
• Lack of sanitation means water in the 

lagoon becomes polluted by sewage 
leading to waterborne diseases such 
as cholera and dysentery.

• The Olusosun landfill is a 100-
acre dump in Lagos. It is the largest 
in Africa, and one of the largest in 
the world. The site receives up to 
10,000 tons of rubbish each day. 
Waste from around 500 container 
ships is also delivered to the site, 
adding a substantial portion of 
electronic waste. Some of this 
material is treated with chemicals to 
extract reusable products resulting in 
toxic fumes being released.
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Urban planning scheme for improving quality of life for the poor

The Makoko Floating School
Aim: To give some of the poorest children in Lagos access to free education. The project aimed to improve the 
quality of life for the residents of Makoko and encourage development.

Social Improvements: 
• Up to 100 students could be educated for free – this meant that they didn’t need to work or scavenge to pay 

school fees.
• The school was built by unskilled local workers – the skills they learnt equipped them to build and repair their 

own homes.
• The school was used for local community meetings and activities, increasing Makoko’s community spirit.
Economic Improvements:
• Education improved local children’s job prospects.
• The school provided jobs for local teachers.
• The schools’ success encouraged the government to launch its ‘Makoko/Iwaya Regeneration Plan.’ This aims to 

develop the slum further, e.g. by building homes and a biogas plant to produce cooking gas for local people.
Environmental improvements:
• The school was built using locally sourced materials, including 250 floating barrels. This meant that the 

construction didn’t harm the local environment and repairs would be easy.
• The schools buoyancy allowed it to adjust to different water levels, and protect children from floods.
• The school ran on solar power so its energy needs were met in a sustainable way.
• The school collected rainwater to meet its water needs.

Makoko Slum Case Study
In Lagos, the lack of housing and rapid rate of urbanisation has forced 
millions of people to build their own homes. These are typically on land 
they do not own. However, in Lagos, some homes have been built on 
water. Squatter settlements are any collection of buildings where the 
people have no legal rights to the land they are built upon. The people 
are living there illegally and do not own the land. They provide housing 
for many of the world’s poorest people and offer basic shelter. 
Homes in squatter settlements are typically constructed from scrap 
material including wood, plastic sheeting and corrugated metal when 
they are first built. Over time more sophisticated materials can be 
used to improve the quality of housing.

• Housing is poorly constructed and are generally wooden huts on 
stilts in the lagoon, e.g. Makoko.

• There is only one school and many families can’t afford to sent their 
children there. 

• Communal toilets shared by 15 house holds empty into the lake, this 
spreads disease. 

• Water comes from a water pump 3km away and all electricity is 
illegal and often cuts out. 

• The area is policed by gangs called ‘Area Boys’
• However, the authorities want to demolish it to help improve the 

image of the city. Though residents have nowhere else to live. In 
recent years the authorities have demolished areas of squatter 
settlements, like the one in 2012.


