
Key Terms

Omnipotent The all powerful, almighty and 
unlimited nature of God.
Omnibenevolent The state of being all-loving and 
infinitely good.
Trinity The 3 persons of God – the 
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.
Incarnation The act of God becoming human in 
the form of Jesus.
Atonement The belief that Jesus’ death on 
the cross healed the separation between humans and God.
Resurrection The belief that Jesus rose from 
the dead on Easter Sunday, conquering both sin and death.

The Nature of God 

God has the following qualities:
Omnibenevolent – All loving
Omniscient – All-knowing
Omnipotent – All-powerful
Omnipresent – all-seeing and ever present
Forgiving – when humans say sorry, He forgives them
Eternal – Everlasting
Transcendent – God exists beyond time and space and is 
above all things
Personal – Individuals can have a relationship with God
Three-in-one – There are 3 persons of God – known as the 
Trinity

There are a number of Bible teachings and passages that 
talk about the qualities of God.  
1) God is Omnipotent  - The Plagues sent to Egypt.  Moses 
said the Pharaoh that God’s purpose in sending the plagues 
was “that I might show you my power”.  
2) God is Omnibenevolent – “Nothing can ever separate 
people from the love of God”.
3) God is forgiving – The Parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son 
– the Father (representing God) forgives his son even 
though he was disrespectful, frivolous and wasteful.

God and Evil

There is sin and evil in the world.;  Suffering 
results from sin, but God shares in peoples 
sufferings.

There are a number of Bible teachings and 
passages that talk about suffering.

1) In the Story of Job, Satan says Job would 
soon curse God if he was experiencing suffering 
and pain.  Job perseveres with his suffering, 
maintains his faith in God, and is rewarded by 
God.

The Trinity

This belief is held by all Christians.  It is how they explain 
how God could become a human being in the form of Jesus, 
and also how his power is felt in the world today through 
the Holy Spirit.   Trinity means “three in one”.  There is 
God the Father God the Son (Jesus) and God the Holy 
Spirit.  Each one of these three ‘persons’ is experienced in 
different ways.

The Nicene Creed and the Apostles Creed both outline the 
belief in the Trinity.  Many Christians recite one of the 
Creeds in Church each week.

There are a number of Bible teachings and passages that 
talk about the Trinity.  
1)Jesus said He and God were one (Gospel of John).
2) Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the light” and 
that no one could come to God except through him”. 
(Gospel of John).
3) In Phillipians it says “being found in appearance to be a 
man, He (Jesus) humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross”. 

The existence of evil and suffering presents a 
challenge for belief in a God that is omnibenevolent 

and omnipotent.

Creation

Literalist Christian 
A Christian, like Roman Catholics and Fundamentals, 
who believes the Bible word for word as a literal 
truth.
Non-Literalist Christian
A Christian, like Liberals or Non-Conformists, who do 
not consider the Bible to be a literal truth – more like 
a metaphor and guide for belief.
All Christians believe that God created the world for 
a purpose, from a plan, giving humans special 
responsibility as stewards.  Christian views about how 
to interpret the account of creation in the Bible 
(Genesis) differ.

Literal Christians – God created the world in 6 days 
and rested on the 7th.  On each day something new 
was created.  God’s final creation was man (Adam and 
Eve).  They are his ruling agents on earth.  The Earth 
is 5000 years old.  
Non-Literalists – Genesis is a poetical metaphor for 
God’s creation.  It is not a literal truth.  Science and 
religion can blend together to give us a more 
complete understanding of creation. These Christians 
accept elements of the theories of the Big Bang and 
Evolution.

The Word & Spirit in Creation
The beginning of the Gospel of John also refers to 
creation.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God.  He was 
with God in the beginning through him all things were 
made”.  Christians believe the Word is Jesus; and 
that this proves that Jesus was present before the 
world began and was with God at the creation of the 
world.  Through Jesus all things were made and 
without Jesus nothing would have been made.

Jesus
Incarnation
The Gospel of John describes the incarnation (human 
birth) of Jesus: “The Word (Jesus) became flesh”.  
Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary – an unusual and 
unnatural event which reflects the divine nature of 
Jesus. An angel told Mary that she was to have a 
child and to call him Jesus.  Jesus is fully human and 
yet fully God – the 2nd person of the Trinity.

Crucifixion
The central aspect of Christian belief is that Jesus 
suffered on the cross to atone for the sins of 
humankind.  Because of the suffering and death of 
Jesus humans can achieve salvation and be reunited 
with God.  The death of Jesus on the cross was part 
of a divine plan to bring humans and God back 
together again (salvation).  His crucifixion was also 
necessary to allow the resurrection to place.

What Happened?
Jesus was nailed to a wooden cross and left to hang 
until he was dead – like a criminal.  On the cross he 
showed courage and fortitude, but did cry out to God 
in prayer.  He forgave the Roman soldier crucifying 
him, saying “Father forgive him, he knows not what he 
does”.  

Resurrection (sin and salvation)
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows that 
death is not the end – through faith in Jesus people 
can be restored to a relationship with God.  There is 
no need to fear death because believers in Jesus will 
also be resurrected to live eternally in Heaven with 
God and Christ.  
Why had people become removed from God?
When Adam and Eve went against God’s instructions 
in the Garden of Eden, sin was introduced into the 
world.  This separated people from God.  The 
suffering of Jesus of the cross meant that this 
relationship was forgiven. 

What Happened?
After Jesus was crucified, his body was placed in a 
cave and a large rock was rolled in front of the 
entrance. Roman guards were ordered to stand and 
keep watch over it to ensure that the body wasn’t 
stolen.  When Mary Magdalene and a group of women 
visited the tomb it was empty.  This was on Easter 
Sunday.  Two angels appeared and told them “to look 
for the living among the dead”.  Later that day, Jesus 
appeared to Mary Magdalene saying "Don't hold on to 
me, because I have not yet returned to the Father. .  
“. Over the next 40 days Jesus appeared to hundreds 
of people, including James and the apostles and Paul.

Ascension 
Although seen differently by Christians, it is 
generally accepted to mark the end of Jesus’ physical 
presence on Earth.  Jesus ascended (or went up to) 
Heaven,  but his spiritual presence was to stay with 
believers for ever.

What Happened?
After the Resurrection, Jesus  lifted his hands to 
bless the disciples.  As he did this he was lifted into 
the sky, until he was gone.  The disciples knelt down in 
worship, knowing it had been a special occasion, and 
felt full of joy.  They continued to worship at the 
temple full of praise to God.  The “lifting up” of Jesus 
to Heaven is the actual ascension.

Sin and Salvation 
Salvation = restoring the relationship between God and mankind. This can be achieved in the following ways:

1) Following the Law of God – for example the 10 Commandments. This is how God wants us to live.
2) Following the Bible – it is a revelation from God and inspired by God and teaches us morality.
3) Other sources of authority – following the guidance of priests, teachings of the Church, our conscience.
4) Avoiding Sin – Sin is against God’s law.  It affects everyone and separates us from God. 
5) The Holy Spirit – seeking out the Holy Spirit through worship and prayer helps people to live a life of faith.  This then 

enables salvation.
6) The Sacraments – God comes into the lives of believers through these special ‘rites’  - for example Baptism and 

Marriage. These help to support faith.

The afterlife

Christian Belief in the Afterlife – There is eternal life after death, received through faith. Entry to heaven depends on a person’s response to Jesus’ teachings, eg: helping those in need, 
Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Resurrection is expected as Jesus was resurrected.  There is a hell – the opposite to heaven where people will be separated from God and the love of 
Jesus.  The afterlife is a eternal spiritual existence.  Catholics believe there is a purgatory – a place of cleansing before heaven.
Christian Belief in Judgement – There will be a judgement day when the quality of people’s lives will be judged by God (like a shepherd separates sheep and goats).  This will be when 
Jesus comes for a second time – The Parousia.  
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