
Key Terms

Good : Something that is 
considered morally good or right.
Evil: Something considered 
immoral, wicked or wrong.
Forgiveness: To grant pardon for a 
wrongdoing.
Free Will: The God-given ability to 
choose for ourselves.
Justice: Fairness, when everyone 
has equal provisions.
Morality: Standards which 
determine whether something is 
good or bad.
Punishment: A penalty given for a 
wrongdoing.
Sin : A deliberate immoral action; 
going against religious rules.
Suffering: Pain or distress caused 
by wrongdoing, illness or loss.
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Punishment & Justice
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Cause of Evil Suffering / Free Will
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Forgiveness
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Absolute Morality 

Death Penalty

TYPES OF MORALITY Relative Morality

How do we 
make 
moral 

decisions?

For many Muslims there are two acts 
which deserve capital punishment:
Murder
Openly attacking and threatening the 
Muslim way of life, having previously 
belonged to Islam

However -
Surah 17:33 in the Qur’an forbids the 
taking of life –
“Nor take life – which Allah has made 
sacred, except in just cause”.

Although forgiveness is very important in 
Islam so is the need to protect society 
and keep law and order. 
Punishment is a central to justice.
Punishment is essential to keep people 
from straying from what is good and just.
Shar’iah law means ‘straight path’ and 
gives both the laws to live by and 
punishments if these laws are broken. 
Punishment has nothing to do with 
removing sin – it is a way of keeping law 
and order.

There are two different attitudes to capital 
punishment (the death penalty) within 
Christianity, and the Bible supports both.

No:
*The Ten Commandments state “thou shalt not 
kill”.
*All life is sacred and God given.
*Jesus taught compassion and not revenge.
*Punishment should be used to reform.
Yes: 
*The Old Testament says “an eye for an eye”.
*Some see it as the only way to get true 
justice.

Christianity is a religion of forgiveness. 
However Christians do believe in justice 
which means that forgiveness and 
punishment should go together. 
Christians should try to follow the 
example of Jesus who forgave those 
who betrayed him. 
Jesus taught compassion not revenge
Punishment should enable a person to 
reform – to change their ways on 
release from prison.

Muslims believe that everything that happens in 
life is part of the will and plan of Allah. 
All suffering comes from Allah, although it 
might be hard for humans to understand the 
purpose of it. 
Suffering is a test.
Those who suffer must try to stay faithful and 
resist the temptation of Satan following the 
example of Muhammad.
Good can result from suffering as it is an 
opportunity to follow the way of Muhammad.
Humans will be rewarded in the afterlife in 
they survive suffering by resisting temptation.

Christians believe that suffering exists due to free 
will as a result of the ‘original sin’ which occurred at 
the time of creation. This led to moral evil and 
natural evil both of which cause suffering. 
*God is compassionate and understanding – he will 
never give us more than we can cope with.
*Good will come out of suffering.
*Suffering can help develop character and inner 
strength.
*Suffering can test faith and make it stronger (the 
story of Job).
*The example of Jesus who suffered on the cross; 
because Jesus took the punishment for all the sin in 
the world those who believe in him will achieve God’s 
forgiveness for their sins.

Christianity is a religion of forgiveness. It teaches 
that Christians should try to follow the example and 
actions of Jesus who always demonstrated 
forgiveness.
Prayers such as The Lord’s Prayer encourage 
Christians to follow the teachings of the Bible and 
forgive wherever possible: “...And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass 
against us”.
Forgiveness is important as all Christians want God to 
forgive them for their mistakes, so they should try to 
do the same for other people.
Jesus asked God to forgive those who betrayed him 
when he was on the cross.
Examples of Christians forgiving, ie: Gee Walker and 
Martin Luther King.

Forgiveness is needed when working for peace.  
There are clear teachings about forgiveness 
and reconciliation:
Muhammad (pbuh) set an example for his 
followers.
‘The Rules for Jihad’ emphasise the importance 
of forgiveness.
The Qur’an offers clear teachings about 
forgiveness; for example, that those who 
forgive others will be rewarded by Allah.
Muslims believe that Allah will forgive someone 
who is truly penitent (sorry or remorseful).

Conscience

The Law

Religious leaders

Religious 
teachings

Reason/logic

Past experience

The teaching of the Parable of 
the Lost Son
“Jesus said: Forgive not seven 
times, but seventy seven times”. 

“Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good”.

“Do not take revenge, but leave 
room for God’s wrath”.

“Thou shalt not kill”.

“An eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth, a life for a life”.

“We glory in our sufferings 
because we know that 
suffering produces 
perseverance”.

Absolute morality is when a person has a principle such as ‘it is wrong to kill’ and never 
alters it. They apply this principle or moral standard to all situations, no matter what 
the context or circumstance.  Eg: The Roman Catholic belief that all life begins at 
conception will ALWAYS mean that abortion is not permitted.

Relative morality is when a person holds a moral principle but is prepared to adapt or adjust 
it in certain situations. This person might believe that, if it reduces suffering in the future, 
killing in war might be necessary. Buddhists and many Protestant Christian denominations 
like the Church of England would be considered relative moralists.

“Nor take life – which 
Allah has made sacred, 
except in just cause”.

“Pardon each others’ faults and 
Allah will grant you honour”.

“Cut off the hands of thieves as 
a deterrent from Allah.

“If you are steadfast and 
mindful of Allah, that is 

the best course”.

Issues of Good and Evil



Work of 
Prison 

Chaplains

Examples of Forgiveness
1)

2)

3)

The Causes of Crime:

Aim Description

Protection Making sure that all people, and 
society itself, is kept free from 
possible recurring of a crime by a 
criminal; criminals themselves also 
need protection

Retribution A form of revenge on behalf of those 
who are attacked or wronged

Deterrence To try to deter (discourage) people 
from committing crimes, because they 
know what the punishment is, and know 
it will be given to those caught

Reformation Trying to ensure the criminal is helped 
to change their approach and way of 
life 

Vindication To show that the law and authority are 
of supreme importance; and ensure 
that the law is upheld, and justified

Reparation Criminals should have the right to ‘pay’ 
for the wrong they have done – to show 
they are sorry and ‘repair’ the damage

Aims of Punishment
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Answers to Problem of Evil & Suffering: 
Free Will 
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The Problem of Evil & Suffering & God

How are prisoners 

treated?

Archbishop Desmond Tutu – after the apartheid government in 
South Africa was deposed.  ‘Holding on to your resentment means 
you are locked into your victimhood – and you allow the perpetrator 
to have a hold over your life. When you forgive, you let go, it sets 
you free, and it will probably set free the perpetrator. There is 
much to be won from making yourself a li le vulnerable.’ ‘Forgiving is 
not forgetting; it’s actually remembering – remembering and not 
using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new 
beginning. And the remembering part is particularly important. 
Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.’

Gee Walker – practising Christian and mother of 
Anthony Walker, who was murdered during a racially 
motivated attack in Liverpool in 2005.  ‘Unforgiveness
makes you a victim and why should I be a victim? 
Anthony spent his life forgiving. His life stood for 
peace, love and forgiveness and I brought them all up 
that way.’ ‘I have to forgive them. I cannot hate. 
Hate is what killed Anthony.’

Martin Luther King, Baptist Minister 
and American civil rights protestor, 
1929–68.    ‘Forgiveness is not an 
occasional act, it is a constant attitude.’

Both religious and 
non-religious / 

humanist

Visit prisoners in 
prison

Provide 
counselling

Support prisoners 
through their 
rehabilitation

See to the 
spiritual and 

religious needs of 
prisoners

Help prepare 
prisoners to re-

enter the 
community after 
their sentence

Rehabilitation 
programs for 

addicts

Basic and further 
education and 
training for 

inmates

Access to Prison 
Chaplain

Most prisons 
overcrowded and 

understaffed 

High suicide, self 
harm and assault 

rates

Many 
reoffend 

after 
release 

God is believed to be omnibenevolent (all loving) omnipotent (all powerful) 
and omniscient (all knowing). Because of this, evil should not really exist. 
But it does. There are, therefore, a number of possibilities:
God is not powerful enough to stop evil.
God does not know that evil is happening.
God does not love us enough to want to stop the evil.

None of these are very satisfactory conclusions.

Christians believe that free will is given by 
God to human beings. Humans
therefore have the ability to choose to do 
good and the ability to choose to do evil. 
Catholics believe that as a result of original 
sin, humans find it easier to choose to do 
wrong, but with the help of God can choose 
to do good. Those who do sin can attempt 
to atone and gain forgiveness through 
prayer and, for Catholics, confession and 
penance. 

Islam teaches that every person is 
free to choose whether or not to 
follow God. As some do not, suffering 
occurs. Some Muslims believe God 
wrote down all that has happened and 
will happen (on the ‘Preserved Tablet’).
God has measured out the span of 
every person’s life, their lot of good or 
bad fortune, and the fruits of their 
efforts. Again, God does not need to 
force anyone to do good or evil.

“If you are steadfast and 
mindful of Allah, that is 

the best course”.

“We glory in our sufferings 
because we know that 
suffering produces 
perseverance”.


