
Issues of Life and Death
Key Terms
Afterlife: Life after death, 
what continues after physical 
death.
Environmental Sustainability: 
ensuring that we don’t overuse 
the world’s resources.
Euthanasia: Mercy killing; 
purposefully ending a life by 
medical means.
Evolution: the idea that species 
gradually change and adapt over 
time.
Abortion: the purposeful 
ending of a pregnancy.
Quality of Life: The idea that 
life should have dignity and 
enjoyment.
Sanctity of Life: All life is 
sacred, special and God made.
Soul: The non-physical spiritual 
part of a person.
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Christian vs Scientific Views  

Evolution

….and Charles Darwin

….and Richard Dawkins

Christianity & Big Bang Christianity & Evolution

Christians believe that life is created by God, protected by God, 
and valued by God.  God is interested and involved in each 
human’s life.  God has created each individual person, and made 
them unique in their own right, just as He made Adam and Eve.
Christians also accept that only God should take life away. Each 
person contains a reflection of the image of God, which makes 
every human sacred.
Only God should choose when life begins.  Roman Catholics hold 
strictly to this belief, and as such disagree in practice with 
artificial methods of contraception and with In Vitro 
Fertilisation (when an embryo is created outside of the human 
body in a laboratory using sperm and an egg). 
Jesus also showed through his teachings and practice that all
life should be valued. The way in which he tended to the leper, 
visited the sick, and spoke to the Samaritan woman 
demonstrated that all lives are worthy of respect and 
compassion because all life is descended from God (and 
therefore sacred).  

‘Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst?’

‘Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, before you were born I set 
you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations.’

In his book On The Origin of Species suggested 
that changes and adaptions of animals happened 
over a period of time because they were beneficial 
to their survival and prosperity.  He called this 
the Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection.

Evolution by natural selection is the only 
workable theory ever proposed that is 
capable of explaining life, and it does so 
brilliantly.  The ‘illusion of design’ that is 
seen by religious believers as evidence of 
God can only be explained by Evolution by 
Natural Selection.

•Allah made heaven and earth, and all the 
animals, birds and fish; the sun, moon and stars; 
the plants and the rain; the angels.
•The angels were sent to being seven handfuls 
of earth – each of a different colour
•From these the first man Adam, was made; and 
from his side, Eve – the first woman
•They lived in Paradise – a beautiful garden; 
where they could eat anything, except the fruit 
of one tree.
•On disobeying Allah, after being tempted by 
Iblis, they were placed outside the garden as a 
punishment.

Literalist Christians (ie: Roman Catholics) believe 
that the story is literally true. They would say: 
Creation happened exactly as it says in the story; 
God created the world and everything in it in 6 days; 
Humans are created in the image of God; Scientific 
theories are wrong. Some Non-Literalist Christians 
(ie: Anglicans) believe that the story is not literally 
true.  They would say: The story shows an order of 
creation but it took longer than 6 days; the point is 
that God did create the world; Science and religion 
can work together to explain creation.  Other Non-
Literalist Christians think that the story is entirely 
fictional. The story is a myth. It tells us what people 
once believed. Scientific theories are more 
acceptable. 

‘And God said: “Let there be light”, 
and there was
light.’

‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind 

in our image, in our likeness . . .” ’

‘Is not He who created the heavens and the 
earth Able to create the likes of them? Yes, 
[it is so]; and He is the Knowing Creator.’

Evolution implies that life has developed by chance, whereas religious scriptures teach that God is the creator.  
Religious scriptures teach that humans alone have a God-given soul, but if we have evolved from animals, there is no 
special place for the human soul.  Evolution challenges the teachings of the Bible, because Genesis says that each 
species was made ‘according to its kind’ (i.e. species don’t change, they are fixed for all time).

Religious creationists are very critical.  It contradicts the truth that God has formed all life through his own power. 
Even if scientists are correct in saying that the universe began with a ‘Big Bang’, have they really solved the question 
‘Where does the universe come from?’. We are still left with the question of what caused the Big Bang. 

Christians believe that if they live sensibly and in 
partnership with the earth, that it will bring them 
closer to God (in fact, it will get them into 
heaven).
Christians believe that their life is a gift from 
God and that caring for the world and the 
environment is one of the purposes of humankind. 
Humans have a special responsibility as stewards
to look after the planet for God.  They do, 
however, have dominion (power) over animals and 
the right to use the earth’s resources. 

You made them rulers 
over the works of your 
hands; you put 
everything under their 
feet.’

The earth is green and 
beautiful. God has 
appointed you his 
stewards over it.’ 

All Muslims believe that Allah created, owns and 
sustains the world.  
The survival of the planet depends upon Muslims 
maintaining the natural fitrah (balance). Muslims 
see it as their duty to use their skills to help 
keep the balance in the world.  
When they die, Muslims will have to prove how 
well they have looked after the world and 
whether they have been a good khalifah
(guardian) in order to get into paradise.  
Muhammad set a good example by showing 
kindness to animals (a part of Allah’s creation).

Muslims believe that all life is created by Allah, 
and only he has the right to take it away.  This 
teaching applies to all creations of Allah and 
murder is explicitly forbidden in the Qur’an: 
“Take not a life which Allah has made sacred”. 
Every soul has been created by Allah.  Allah has 
a plan for each life, written before each person 
is “planted as a seed in your mothers’ womb”. No 
one has the right to take their own or anyone 
else’s life . 
The killing of just one soul carries the sin of 
killing all of humanity. 

“Take not a life 
which Allah has 
made sacred”. 

Roman Catholic: 
1.Abortion is forbidden in all circumstances as life is 
sacred and God given.  It goes against the Sanctity of 
Life.
2.Abortion is murder AND against the 10 
Commandments.

Other, eg: Church of England:
1.All life is precious as made by God.
2.Abortion is not allowed for social reasons.
3.If mothers life is in danger it is permitted.
4. For quality of life reasons is permitted if female 
has been raped as this follows Jesus’ teaching of 
“doing the kindest thing”.

"Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you." 
“God created human beings 
making them to be like 
himself“. 

Abortion for purely economic reasons is 
forbidden in the Qur’an.
Many will allow abortion if the mother’s 
life is in danger or if the child is likely to 
be seriously deformed or diseased.
The taking of the life of a child is a sin, 
and on the Day of Judgement a child will 
have the right to ask why it was killed.
The mother’s rights are greater than 
the child’s until 120 days after 
conception, which is when ensoulment 
happens.

"No severer of womb 
relationship ties will enter 
paradise" Hadith. 
"Do not kill your children in 
fear of poverty." 
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Funerals – How they reflect beliefs

Peter Singer 

….and the importance of Human Life

….and the importance of Animal Life
‘Speciesism’ is the idea that humans are a 
superior species.  Singer does not agree.  He 
argues that animal life is no less important than 
human life.  

Action Belief it links withAction Belief it links with
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“Dignity in Dying” “Humanists for a better world”

Differences in Beliefs 

Christianity & 
Purgatory

Islam and Worship 
at Graves

Even though all human life has value, it is not all of equal 
value. People must possess the qualities of being a person 
(what he calls ‘personhood’) to count as being fully alive. 
Peter Singer also believes that a person who is fully 
conscious and rational has the freedom to choose whether 
or not they want to live.

Prayers are said for the dying person and 
they can ask God for forgiveness of their 
sins. Known as Last Rites.

This helps to ease the dying person into the 
afterlife, enabling them to die at peace, 
having asked for God’s  forgiveness.

Service is held in honour of the dead person: 
flowers are displayed, prayers said and candles may 
be lit. The minister reads the words of Jesus: ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life.’

The candles represent Jesus as the ‘light of the world’, 
because he guides a path into heaven.
The passage ‘I am the resurrection’ reminds
the congregation that those who believe in Jesus will be 
resurrected, to spend eternity with God.

Psalm 23, ‘The Lord is my shepherd’, is often read at 
funerals. It says that even when I am ‘in the valley 
of the shadow of death’, God is still by my side.

We are not forgotten by God; he will comfort
those who mourn and accompany those who have died.

The person is buried, with the words ‘ashes to
ashes, dust to dust’. Today, many Christians prefer 
to be cremated, but traditionally the dead had to be 
buried.

Christianity used to teach that the bones
of the dead must be left intact, so that on the Day 
of Judgement they could reform, rising to bodily 
resurrection with God in heaven.

The Kalimah (other referred to as the shahadah) is 
whispered into their ears, just as these words were 
whispered into their ears as a new-born baby.

This emphasises the belief that, at death, we are 
returning to our creator (God).

If possible, funerals take place within 24 hours of death. The dead 
person’s body is washed: this is called ghusl. The body is then wrapped in 
a white shroud. In Britain it will be put into a coffin, but in some Islamic 
countries Muslims prefer to be buried without one.

The simple white shroud represents 
purity and equality: all are equal 
before God in death.

Muslims do not approve of 
cremation. Bodies are buried
facing Makkah.

Muslims believe that the body must remain
intact, facing the Holy City. This will allow the person 
to be resurrected on the Day of Judgement. 

Muslims do not usually have gravestones, but the 
site of the grave is often raised in a mound, above 
the level of the ground.

Everyone is equal 
in death.

Roman Catholics 
believe in purgatory 
– a place of cleansing 
that is in between 
heaven and earth 
where the soul can 
prepare for Heaven. 

Most Muslims consider 
worship at graves as Haram 
(forbidden) as only Allah 
can be worshipped and it is 
considered paganistic.  
Some Sufi Muslims visit 
and pray at the graves of 
key religious figures.    

Humanists have long supported attempts to legalise assisted dying, 
assisted suicide and voluntary euthanasia across the UK, for those 
who have made a clear decision, free from coercion, to end their 
lives and who are physically unable to do so themselves. In many 
cases, the person in question will be terminally ill. They also think 
that the law needs to be responsive to the needs of other people 
who are permanently and incurably suffering.

They lobby government to change the law to legalise assisted dying 
or euthanasia. 

Humanists for a Better World provides a network for UK 
humanists who’d like to share information and take individual 
and/or collective action on international ethical and 
sustainability issues such as peace and international co-
operation, global justice, climate change and the environment.
The lobby for laws which protect the environment, prevent 
climate change, and work for global equality and social justice.

1.All life is sacred (sanctity of life) 
and taking any life is wrong. Those 
who assist are involved in murder, 
which is against the 10 
Commandments.
2.Life is a gift from God and 
therefore is precious.
3.Suffering can have a purpose and 
should be endured.
4.Hospices offer an alternative where 
care and support can be given to the 
patient.  This allows patients to die 
with dignity whilst their pain is 
managed.

Some Liberal Christians believe that 
it is acceptable to turn off life-
support if there is medical evidence 
that a person is “brain-dead”. 

1.All life is made by Allah (sanctity 
of life) so taking any life is wrong.  
2.Only Allah can decide when a 
person dies.
3.Suffering has a purpose and is 
part of Allah’s plan for you.
4.It is important to show 
compassion to those who are in 
pain or are suffering.  When this 
happens there should be no need 
for euthanasia.
5. No matter what state the body 
is in, the soul is still perfect and 
that is what matters to Allah.

Christians believe eternal life is granted 
through faith.  
The timing of death is up to God, and 
entry to heaven depends on whether a 
person has responded to Jesus’ 
teachings (i.e.: love thy neighbour) and 
has been a good steward on earth.  
Resurrection is expected because of the 
resurrection of Jesus.
The after-life is a spiritual experience 
where believers will feel no pain, only joy 
at being with God.
There is plenty of room in heaven for all 
believers. 
There is a hell – the opposite of heaven 
– where those who have sinned will be 
separated from God.

The Qur’an contains many teachings 
about Akhirah (life after death).  
Muslims believe that all that they 
have done on earth will be used as 
evidence on the Day of Judgement.
Throughout life, Muslims believe that 
an angel has kept track of their good 
and bad deeds in preparation for 
this.
The soul is released at the point of 
death.  It is taken by the Angel of 
Death to a place of waiting until the 
Day of Judgement.   
Those who have lived a good life go 
to Paradise [Jannah] – a beautiful 
garden with rivers of milk and honey.  
The unrighteous go to hell 
[Jahannam].

“Thou shalt not kill”.

‘Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple”

“Take not a life 
which Allah has 
made sacred”. 

“Those whose 
good deeds weigh 
heavy will be 
successful”. 

“My Father’s house 
has many rooms”.
“Whoever believes in 
Him (Jesus) shall 
have eternal life”.


