
Knowledge 

Organiser Year 7       Our World  Unit #3

“We should enjoy the 
world whilst we’re alive”.  

Do you agree?

Key Terms
Stewardship
Looking after 
something for it’s real 
owner.  Caring for the 
Earth on behalf of God.
Environment
Everything around us in 
the natural world.  The 
environment includes
people, animals, plants 
and resources.
Sustainability
Using the Earths’ 
resources in a way 
which protects the 
environment for 
present and future 
generations.
Wants
Luxuries. Things that 
humans desire but that 
are not needed for 
survival.
Needs
Necessities Things 
that we must have in 
order to survive and 
thrive.
Dominion
Having a form of 
control and 
responsibility which 
was given to humans by 
God.
Conservation
Preserving and 
protecting the 
environment.

This is an ancient Native American proverb 
or saying.  

Native Americans do not believe that they 
– or anyone else – owns the Earth.  They 
believe in true spiritual stewardship, and 
traditionally they lived in total harmony 

with the environment.  They used only what 
they needed and no more.  They gave 

thanks in special ceremonies to what the 
Earth provided (for example, the Buffalo).

Beliefs about the Earth
Christianity
God made the Earth and gave Christians the special responsibility as Stewards to look 
after it.  They can use the Earth but cannot abuse it.
Judaism
Jews believe that God created the world and gave human beings a special responsibility 
within creation to cultivate it, guard it and use it wisely. This is known as stewardship. 
Buddhism
Buddhists believe in the interconnectedness of all things.  Humans depend on nature and 
nature depends on humans. Harming one part of this whole is the same as harming all of 
it. Therefore, if people learn to live simply and in harmony with the world, the whole of 
the environment will benefit.
Humanists
Because there is no God or supernatural force, human beings must take sole responsibility 
for solving the world's environmental problems. Only humans are capable of finding the 
solutions that can lead to a sustainable existence.
Sikhism
The Guru Granth Sahib teaches that Sikhs show respect and responsibility towards 
creation and bear in mind the needs of future generations, as well as their own current 
needs.
Islam
Allah made the Earth and humans have the duty as Khalifahs to care for it and maintain 
fitrah (natural balance) in the world.
Hinduism
Everything around us is part of the Earth and nature. We should practice Ahimsa – the 
principle of non-violence – with the Earth. Also, all living things in the natural world are 
sacred because they are part of God.

Being a Steward:
Chico Mendes Chico Mendes was a Christian eco-warrior and a steward of God’s creation. Chico Mendes was a rubber 

tapper who lived in Brazil in South America. He was concerned about the destruction of the 
environment. Chico Mendes introduced the idea of setting aside areas of forest for sustainable 
collection of rubber and Brazil nuts. He taught that it is possible to generate income from the forest 
without destroying it. Chico Mendes was the founder of the peaceful Alliance of the People of the 
Forest. Chico was a leader of the rubber tappers. He found ways to use Amazonian resources to 
support the economic benefit for the local people and to protect the rainforest. He is well known for 
being the leader of a non-violent campaign against deforestation by the cattle barons and plantation 
owners. Chico explained to his fellow tappers that they had rights, and he began to organize them to 
resist the relocation efforts of the government. Chico established the Rural Worker’s Union and was 
elected Town Councilman in Xapuri. Some people did not agree with what Chico was doing, and his life 
was threatened many times.  Chico Mendes was murdered in 1988 at his home in front of his wife and 
family. The land that Chico Mendes lived and died for was named the Chico Mendes Extractive Reserve.



Caring for Animals and Animal Rights

When have Humans not treated animals sustainably?


