
Issues of Relationships
Key Terms
Adultery: Having affairs 
whilst married.
Commitment: Dedication and 
devotion.
Divorce: Bringing a legal end 
to a marriage.
Contraception: Methods used 
to avoid pregnancy.
Cohabitation: Living together 
in a sexual relationship 
without marriage.
Gender: How you identify 
whether you are male or 
female.
Equality: Having the same 
status or value.
Responsibilities: Obligations 
or duties you must perform.
Roles: Your status or place in 
society.
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Issues with inter-faith marriage: Eg: Where should a marriage take place (which place of worship); does one member of the couple 
need to convert;  what faith are children brought up within; will family / the religious community approve of the relationship; what 
religious festivals will be celebrated.

Family is the first place where children can 
find out about love, companionship and 
forgiveness. Parents can set children a 
good example of how to live a Christian life.

The family is the spiritual training ground 
for children.  Parents take children to 
church, to Sunday School, have their 
children baptised and confirmed. 

Family is where children learn to be 
religious and grow into a good Muslim.  It is 
a mother’s job to teach her children how 
to pray (salat) and how to prepare for 
prayer (wudu).  

The Muslim family is at the heart of the 
Ummah, so strong families make a strong 
Muslim community.

“Paradise lies at the 
Mother’s feet”.

“Honour your father 
an mother”

Marriage is a gift from God which allows 
for a sexual relationship to develop.  

Marriage is a sacrament – a relationship 
in which God is directly involved.  This is 
why a couple will want to get married in a 
church, so God can witness and be a part 
of the ceremony.

“It is better to 
marry than to be 

aflame with passion”.

Marriage is the basis of family life and 
is meant to be for life. It is meant to be 
a faithful, lifelong partnership; and 
having children in marriage is a duty.

Marriage helps people develop spiritually 
because it prevents them from sinning 
(by controlling sexual behaviour).  Sex is 
only allowed in marriage so marriage can 
protect people from sin.  

“There is no institution in 
Islam more beloved and 

dearer [to God] than 
marriage”.

1. The couple exchange their vows 
which reflect the main Christian 
beliefs about marriage.

2. The priest declares the couple 
married.

3. There are prayers and readings 
and the priest gives a sermon.

4. There are hymns which reflect 
the themes of love and 
commitment.

“To have and to hold, From this 
day forward, For better for 

worse, For richer for poorer, In 
sickness and in health, To love 

and to cherish.”

1. A marriage contract or Nikah is 
signed by the bride and groom 
and witnesses. 

2. A sermon is given to bless the 
marriage.  There are readings 
from the Qur’an and ayahs are 
also read.

3. Vows are not necessary but may 
be exchanged.

4. Prayers for the bride and groom 
and their families.

“There is no institution in 
Islam more beloved and 

dearer [to God] than 
marriage”.

“He created for you mates that 
you may find tranquillity in 

them”.

The Catholic Church does not accept 
cohabitation - expects a couple to not 
have sex before marriage.  Sex before 
marriage is called fornication and is a sin.

The Anglican Church accepts 
cohabitation where it is part of a 
committed relationship, although it still 
believes that marriage would be the 
ideal.

“It is better to 
marry than to be 

aflame with passion”.

Although in practice some Muslims may 
choose to cohabit, according to the 
teachings of Islam it is always wrong.

Muslims believe that for a couple to live 
together in a sexual relationship they 
must first be married.
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The Purity MovementHumanists & Issues of Relationships:

Adultery is against the Ten 
Commandments, the laws handed 
down from God.  The Ten 
Commandments forbid adultery:  
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 

Committing adultery destroys 
the special spiritual
relationship between a husband 
and wife which involves God.

Adultery is seen as harmful to 
society, as it goes against the 
unity and peace of the ummah
(brotherhood).  Shariah law 
dictates harsh punishments 
for those guilty of adultery.

Adultery is seen as a form of 
theft of the worst possible 
sort.

‘And do not approach unlawful 
sexual intercourse. Indeed, it 
is ever an immorality and is 

evil as a way.’

‘You shall not 
commit 

adultery.’

The Bible does not say anything 
directly about contraception.  2 main 
views:

Catholic and Fundamental (like the 
Duggars) – The Bible commands 
people to have children; sex should 
always be open to the possibility of 
having children.  
Anglicans -

Roman Catholic / Fundamental / Conservative 
Christians – same-sex marriage is not 
permitted as God intended marriage to be 
between a man and a woman for the purpose of 
creating new life.  This cannot happened in a 
same-sex marriage.

Liberal Christians accept that commitment in 
any relationship is to be valued.  The Church of 
England will bless same-sex relationships and 
Quakers have been welcoming same-sex unions 
for 20 years as it follows Jesus’ teachings of 
equality and compassion for others.

Some Muslims do not accept its’ use 
as they feel it goes against the duty 
to have children in marriage.

Most Muslims accept its use as long 
as the methods are not permanent 
and it is not used to encourage 
promiscuity (sleeping around).

Contraception cannot be used to 
stop a couple from having children 
altogether.

Islam does not recognise same-sex marriage.
Islam forbids same-sex marriages / 
relationships as sex should only take place 
between a husband and wife. 

Marriage was designed by Allah to be a 
contract between a man and a woman only.

It is a religious duty to have children and this 
cannot take place within a same sex 
relationship.  

‘And do not approach unlawful 
sexual intercourse. Indeed, it 
is ever an immorality and is 

evil as a way.’

‘A man should not lie with 
a man as he would with a 

woman’.

Roman Catholic – women can take up an active 
role in the Church by becoming a nun.  Women 
CANNOT become a priest or lead worship in a 
Church.  Women’s role in life is not too have 
authority in  Church but to have authority at 
home and in their communities.

Church of England / Anglican / Liberal 
Christians  allow women to be ordained as 
vicars and bishops and take up positions of 
authority and leadership in the Church.  Women 
have equal authority to men – reflecting the 
belief that God made all equal and that Jesus 
had female as well as male disciples. 

Muslims are against discrimination as  
all people are made from the same 
soul.

The Qur’an does not mention whether 
women can be imams or lead prayers, 
but traditionally only men are imams.

In the hadith there is mention of 2 of 
Muhammad’s wives leading prayer.

“God said to Adam & 
Eve: Be fruitful and 
increase in number”. 

“Do not kill your 
children for fear of 

poverty” .

Roman Catholic – do not recognise 
divorce.  It is not God’s intention 
and solemn promises / vows made 
to God in the marriage ceremony 
cannot be broken.  

Liberal Christians and Church of 
England – divorce is allowed but 
not encouraged as it follows 
Jesus’ teaching of ‘doing the most 
compassionate thing’.  Remarriage 
is discouraged and it is up to a 
vicar whether or not this can be 
done in a Church. 

“To have and to hold, From this 
day forward, For better for 

worse, For richer for poorer, In 
sickness and in health, To love and 

to cherish.”

Divorce is permitted but it 
is hated by Allah.
Attempts to reconciliation 
must have already been 
made. 
Couple must live together 
sleeping separately for 3 
months (known as iddah) in 
case there is pregnancy.    
Remarriage is encouraged 
as marriage is the ideal.

“There is no institution in 
Islam more beloved and 

dearer [to God] than 
marriage”. 

Roman Catholic / Fundamental / 
Conservative Christians – sex is a gift 
from God and should only take place in 
marriage.  Sex outside of marriage is 
called fornication – this is a sin.

Liberal / Church of England Christians -
sex before marriage is an expression of 
love between a couple.  They accept it as 
long as the couple are in a committed 
relationships that will ultimately lead to 
marriage.

“It is better to 
marry than to be 

aflame with passion”.

‘And do not approach unlawful 
sexual intercourse. Indeed, it 
is ever an immorality and is 

evil as a way.’

Sex is an act of worship and 
should only take place between 
a man and a woman in marriage.

The Qur’an condemns sex 
before marriage.  Under 
Shariah law it is considered to 
be an offense similar to rape 
and adultery (zinah).

“I permit no woman 
to have authority 

over men”.

As humanists do not believe in God they do not accept that sex before 
marriage is wrong or that marriage is God’s design for humans.  Humanists 
believe in marriage as commitment is a morally good thing.  They believe in 
same-sex marriage and women having full roles in worship as they believe all 
humans are fully equal.  Divorce is accepted as the law accepts it and it is 
often the humane thing to do.

Started in America, members of the purity movement make a 
commitment (to themselves, God and often to their father) not 
to have sex until marriage.  This is a Conservative Christian 
movement, featuring events like the Purity Ball (led by the 
Wilson family).  3 of 10 teenagers in America are part of this 
movement.    


