
Manchester through time 
 

Welcome to your introduction to History at Oasis Academy Leesbrook. Today we will be 

working through a series of activities to introduce you to the ways we study History 

and some key terms. Please follow the link to the website to access the PowerPoint to 

go alongside these activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do Now: Complete the sentences below. 

1. History is…  

2. A part of History I have enjoyed learning about the most so far is…  

Chronology 
Chronology is a 

word meaning 'the 

study of time’.  

It comes from the 

Greek words 

chronos (time) and 

logos (word). The 

adjective 

is chronological.  

Putting events 

in chronological 

order means 

listing them in 

the order in 

which they 

happened. 

In my own words, chronology means… 

 

Chronology is important in History because… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Below are a series of events which make of some of Manchester’s History. 

Read through each event and underline when they happened.  

In 79 CE the Roman 

fort named 

Mamucium was built 

in what is now 

Castlefield. The 

gatehouse, wall and 

other parts of the 

structure have 

since been rebuilt, 

and are open for 

public viewing. 

Manchester was a key town during the English 

Civil war (the fight between King Charles I 

and parliament). On July 16
th

 1642, fighting 

broke out in Manchester with the first man 

killed in the war being Richard Perceval from 

Levenshulme. Cannons were famously fired 

down Deansgate. 

In the late 1700s, Manchester began to expand due to the industrial 

revolution. The expansion of the British Empire and colonisation of 

areas such as India and Australia gave access to wealth and new 

resources. Manchester gained the name ‘cottonopolis’ due to huge 

amounts of cotton it manufactured. This was mainly imported from 

slave plantations in the American South. The industrial revolution 

brought huge change to Manchester as more people sought jobs in 

factories and mills such as Leesbrook cotton mill next to our school.   

Between 1348-49 the 

Black Death, one of the 

deadliest pandemics in 

History. It wiped out an 

estimated 50% of the 

population. Manchester 

was badly affected by a 

later outbreak wiping out 

¼ of its 4000 population. 

Manchester has a long history of activism. 

The Peterloo Massacre took place at St. 

Peter’s Field (now St Peter’s Square) in 

Manchester on 16th August 1819. A crowd of 

60,000 people gathered to protest about 

voting reform. Most of the people attending 

this gathering were suffering from poor 

economic conditions. The government army 

were sent to control the situation and 

attacked the crowd with sabres (swords). In 

the chaos, 15 people were killed, and 

hundreds injured.  



    

One consequence of the Peterloo 

Massacre was the formation of the 

Guardian Newspaper. It was originally 

known as the Manchester Guardian and 

the first edition was printed on 5
th

 May 

1821.  

In 2016, Manchester  

became the first UK city to 

be awarded the prestigious 

title of European City of 

Science, acknowledging the 

city’s innovative endeavours 

in science and technology. 

In 1905, Annie Kenney, a leading 

suffragette who campaigned for 

women’s right to vote, was 

arrested after interrupting a 

meeting held by Winston 

Churchill at Manchester’s Free 

Trade hall. Kenney grew up in 

Oldham and worked in Leesbrook 

Mill. 

Manchester was home to 

the formation of the first 

professional football league 

in 1888. The meeting which 

finalised the plans was held 

at the Royal Hotel 

Manchester.  

During the Second World War, Manchester was 

heavily bombed as its industry supported the 

war effort. The ‘Christmas Blitz’ which affected 

Trafford Park occurred from 22
nd

-24
th

 

December 1940. Old Trafford football ground 

was also affected by bombing and was forced to 

find a temporary home at Maine Rd - it’s rivals’ 

Manchester City’s original ground!  



 

     

Add in key events in chronological order with the name of the 

event and date.  

  C 

     C 

  C   C 

Now looking at the time periods below. Colour in the correct time period with 

the same colour. 

Ancient 

c. 3000 BCE – 500 CE 

Medieval 

c. 501 CE – 1500 CE 

Renaissance 

c. 1501 CE – 1700 CE 

Industrial 

c. 1701 CE – 1900 CE 

Modern 

c. 1901 CE – Present 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sources 

Historical sources 

are something 

that tells us about 

history. It is any 

sort of artifact 

from History that 

tells us 

information. 

An example of a 

source may be a 

document, a 

picture, a sound 

recording, a 

book, a cinema 

film, a television 

program or an 

object.  

 

In my own words, a source is… 

 

Some examples of historical sources are… 

Look closely at these sources. Both are images linked with politics and 

Manchester. For both, answer the following questions: 

1. What do you think is happening? 

2. Where might this be taking place? 

3. Why are there so many people gathered? 

4. How can these images help us to understand the past? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Case Study 
A case study is a 

written account 

that gives 

detailed 

information about 

a person, group, or 

thing and their 

development over 

a period of time. 

The general purpose 

of a case study is to 

describe the person 

or group; explain the 

key parts of the case 

and then analyse the 

person or groups 

significance in 

History.  

 

In my own words, a case study is… 

 

Case studies are important in History because… 

Annie Kenney 

Annie Kenney was born in Springhead, Saddleworth, in Oldham, to a working-

class family. She was the fourth daughter in a family of twelve children. Her 

parents encouraged reading, debating and socialism. Annie started part-time 

work in Leesbrook cotton mill at the age of 10, as well as attending school, 

and full-time work at 13, which involved 12-hour shifts from six in the 

morning. Employed as a weaver's assistant, or "tenter", part of her job was 

to fit the bobbins and attend to the strands of fleece when they broke. 

During one operation, one of her fingers was ripped off by a spinning bobbin. 

She remained at the mill for 15 years, was involved in trade-union activities. 

Manchester was at the heart of political change during the women’s 

suffrage movement in the early 1900s. Women campaigned for the right 

to vote in elections. Emmeline Pankhurst led the Women’s Social Political 

Union (WSPU) along with her daughter Christabel and her friend Annie 

Kenney. The WSPU or suffragettes became known for their direct action 

and militant tactics such as heckling politicians, holding demonstrations, 

breaking windows of prominent buildings, setting fire to post boxes and 

when imprisoned going on hunger strikes.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In October 1905, Kenney and Christabel Pankhurst 

interrupted a political meeting attended by Winston Churchill 

and Sir Edward Grey to shout: "Will the Liberal government 

give votes to women?" After showing a banner declaring 

"Votes for Women" and shouting, they were thrown out of 

the meeting and arrested for causing an obstruction. Kenney 

was imprisoned for three days for her part in the protest; 

she was jailed 13 times in total. The WSPU’s campaigns led to 

eventual change with Parliament being pressured to pass new 

Acts to allow voting for women from 1918 to 1928. Annie 

Kenney is remembered as a key individual in the fight for 

women’s suffrage. Her statue can be found outside the 

Odeon cinema in Oldham town centre and a blue plaque to 

commemorate her can be found near Leesbrook mill. 

Using the case study information about Annie Kenney, 

answer the Big Questions below in your workbook. 

Big Questions! 

1) What was Kenney’s home life like? 

2) What accident occurred when working in the 

mill? 

3) How did Kenney become involved with the 

WSPU? 

4) What was the WSPU and what were their aims? 

5) How is Kenney remembered?  

6) How significant was Kenney in securing women 

the right to vote? 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Top Tip!!!! 
This can be about any part of History. This could 

be something you have studied about in Primary 

school or something new you wish to investigate. 

Use our work from today as a starting point if 

you need some inspiration! 

Your Task!  

Over the summer it will be your job as Leesbrook historians 

to collect some historical evidence using our three 

investigation methods.  

Some ideas: 

1. Create a timeline of events from a part of 

History you have studied before. 

2. Take photos of some local plaques or statues 

e.g. Annie Kenney in Oldham town centre.  

3. Research your own family history.  

4. Create your own case study or a key person or 

group from History.  



 


