Wednesday 26th February 2025

Welcome Back!

Dear Parents / Carers,

I hope you and your children have had a restful February half term ahead of another busy half term.

Can | again, take the opportunity to thank families for supporting your child to be ready to return:

* Uniform standards have been excellent. However, we are having a zero-tolerance approach to
coats and hats being worn inside the building, for obvious reasons. Thank you for echoing the
importance of this standard at home with your child. You can access our uniform and standards
expectations here - https://shorturl.at/6nxOV

* Breakfast Club has been well attended — a reminder this a FREE breakfast for all students every
day from 7.30am - 8.10am

* Please note our communication with you can only be effective if we have up to date contact
numbers. If you need to let us know of a change of number / address, please inform us via
info@oasisleesbrook.org.

MCAS Accounts for School Lunches

As of Monday 3™ March, students with a zero balance in their MCAS account will not be able to receive
any food from the Dining Room, and consequently, will be expected to bring a packed lunch to school
with them. Please ensure your child has money in their MCAS account and any outstanding debt is
cleared by this date — Monday 3 March.

If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, their lunch will be provided as normal. However, if they wish
to purchase any snacks at breaktime or additional food / drinks at lunchtime, please ensure there is
money in their MCAS account.

If you have any issues with your MCAS account, please call the Academy on 0161 290 4000.

Student Attendance

Student attendance continues to be a strength of the Academy, and we are proud to share that Leesbrook
students are ranked 3™ highest in the Oasis Trust nationally, and 1% place in the North for Secondary
Academy attendance.
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Attendance is everyone’s responsibility, and we are grateful to the
Academy community, parents and carers, for their ongoing support to ensure
students attend school on time on a regular basis and meet our minimum
target of 93%.

Our Attendance Ambassadors, facilitated by our Family Liaison Officer, Mrs Glassman, are busy meeting
to discuss new and innovate ways to support student attendance into the 2" half of the academic year
and look to reward students with high levels of attendance and improving attendance. If any student or
family would like to receive further support with their child’s attendance, please get in touch with the
Academy’s Attendance Lead, Mr Pickering via our main reception 0161 290 4000 or
attendance@oasisleesbrook.org.

Taking students out of school during term time

The Academy advises parents and carers against term time travel either domestically or overseas, for any
reason, as this has a detrimental impact on student attainment, chances of gaining 5 or more GCSEs and
their holistic development. If any family wishes to have a period of absence from school, please contact
the Academy prior to confirming any arrangements, as unauthorised absences can lead to loss of your
child’s school place and further intervention from the Local Authority.

Year 11 Mock Exams

The Year 11 students have almost completed their last mock exam period before their final exams in the
Summer term. The conduct from students has been excellent and they have demonstrated how resilient
they can be, over what is a gruelling exam period. They should be complimented on their overall work
ethic and how hard many of them have worked in each exam, in what can be difficult circumstances for
some. However, we must remember that this is only a practice run and that the main exams in the
Summer is where it counts.

In the coming monthsiitis crucial you continue to support your child in ensuring they use their time wisely
both at home and in school. We will continue to run our GCSE+ sessions every day from 3pm-4pm, whilst
also facilitating a Revision School during the Easter holidays (details of this to follow). More information
about our GCSE+ sessions can be found here GCSE+ - Oasis Academy Leesbrook.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Extra-Curricular Activities provide an opportunity after school to take partin new activities. All students
are encouraged to attend two clubs per week but there is no limit to how many activities they can
experience with many different clubs to choose from. The more clubs they attend the better! We offer a
range of different activities each day from physical activity, languages, STEM clubs to choir, craft club
and debate. Please look at what is available via this link
https://www.oasisacademyleesbrook.org/learning/cultural-enrichment
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Ramadan

We are looking forward to supporting our students as they choose to ob T ,
commences on Friday 28" February, and celebrate the following festival of Eid thereafter. | wanted to let
you know some more information about how we would seek to support this at Oasis Academy
Leesbrook. At Oasis, we value our diverse community and strive to create an environment where people
of all faiths and none are welcomed, indeed our 9 habits of: Compassion, Hopefulness, Joyfulness,
Forgiveness, Consideration, Patience, Humility, Honesty, and Self-Control underpin this and will be
a helpful focus for our students as they observe Ramadan. We will highlight this in assemblies and during
tutor time.

During the period of Ramadan, we will have a prayer space available at lunchtime in our Main Hall for all
those who wish to pray during this time.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals, we recommend they take the sandwich option that can be
kept in their school bag and consumed later that day at their break of fast. Your child can collect this in
the usual way at lunch time.

The wellbeing of our students is paramount so we will being extra vigilant for signs of fatigue and
dehydration during this period. Our PE activities will continue as normal with the staff choosing
appropriate activities and closely monitoring students who are fasting. In the case of dehydration or if we
have any cause for concern for the wellbeing of our student, we will take the appropriate necessary steps
in accordance with our academy policies. If a student feels unwell at any stage, they should inform their
Head of Year, Family Leader or class teacher.

Ifyour studentisinYear 11, we want to ensure all students have the best opportunity to reach and exceed
their expectations in their exam preparations and so we encourage an open conversation about the
appropriateness of fasting for everyone.

We will be sending out further communications to all our families about a school community iftar taking
place in the Academy at 5.45pm on Thursday 13" March, breaking our fast together at 6.07pm.

We trust these measures will best support our students during Ramadan and will facilitate a significant
time of reflection and spiritual growth. It is essential that the Academy’s usual high expectations of

behaviour, hard work and aspiration are still met, and we value your support in this.

Year Team Communications

Should you need to contact your child’s Year Team, contact details are below:

Year7team@oasisleesbrook.org Year10team@oasisleesbrook.org

Year8team@oasisleesbrook.org Year11team@oasisleesbrook.org

Year9team@oasisleesbrook.org
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Key Dates for this Half Term (separate communications will be sent out to

the appropriate students and parents/carers for each specific event)

Friday 28™ February — JD Up! Careers Events

Monday 3" March — National Offer Day for Secondary School Admissions
Thursday 6 March — Duke of Edinburgh Information Evening (3.30pm —4.30pm)
Monday 10" March - Early Help Drop-in Session (3.00pm —4.15pm)

Thursday 13" March — School Community Iftar (5.45pm arrival time)

Friday 14" March — Wear Red for Ethan Allen Day / Unveiling of the Ethan Allen Sports Hall
Monday 17" March - Drug awareness performance for Years 9 & 10

Thursday 20th March - Year 7 Progress Meeting (time to be confirmed)

Monday 24" March - Knife Crime Assembly

Monday 31 March - Inset Day

Tuesday 1% April - Inset Day

Wednesday 2" April — Year 8 Mega Day with Oldham College

Wednesday 2" April — Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 1

Thursday 3™ April - Student Rewards Day

Friday 4th April — Last Day of Term

Wishing you all a restful weekend when it arrives.

Yours sincerely,

[ ()
Mrs A Mitchell
Principal
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