Tuesday 16th December 2025

End of Half Term 2

Dear Families,

I would like to thank our staff, students, parents, and carers for a successful second half term.
It has been a busy period filled with a wide range of events, including parental engagement
activities, educational trips and visits, and personal development opportunities for our
students.

As | outlined at the start of the academic year, our priorities remain the same:
v Teacher excellence.
v Leadership of learning.
v"Inclusion at the heart of all that we do.

We have seen many successes both inside and outside the classroom. Students have
produced exemplary work across a variety of subjects. Our winter newsletter will be released
on the last day of term (Friday 19" December), which will celebrate all of the hard work, and
achievements across our academy.

On 17th December, we will be hosting our Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day.
Christmas dinners will be free for all students and staff members, and we have invited some
special guests from our community!

For students wishing to wear a Christmas jumper or decorate their uniform, please note:
A Christmas jumper may replace the top half of the uniform only; it is not a full replacement for the
uniform.

Students must donate £1 or an item towards our Oasis Big Give to take part. All donations will
go directly to St Barnabas Food Bank, supporting families in need within our community.

Our last day of term will be on Friday 19" December, where pupils will be finishing at the
earlier time of 12:25pm. Pupils will be expected to wear full school uniform and have their full
equipment as usual.

Food will be available for those pupils who wish to take or buy a meal.
Year 11 Mock Results

We are incredibly proud of the hard work and resilience shown by our Year 11 students during
their mock exams. These results will provide valuable insight into progress and areas for
development as we move closer to the summer exams. Thank you to parents and carers for
your continued support during this crucial time.
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Looking Ahead

As we move into the next term, there are plenty of exciting events and opportunities to look
forward to:

Year 11 Parents’ Evening (Thursday 8th January)
Continued University Trips for Year 9

Careers Fairs for students

KS4 Options Evening (Thursday 5th February)
Children’s Mental Health Week

Keeping Safe Over the Holidays

This time of year can bring excitement, but it can also create pressures and challenges for
some young people and families.
The festive period often means more time online. Please remind your child to:

1. Stay cautious when chatting with people they do not know in real life.
2. Avoid sharing personal information, photos, or location details.

3. Report anything that makes them feel uncomfortable.

4. Take regular breaks from screens.

Useful resources:

ThinkUKnow: advice on gaming, social media & online risks
NSPCC Online Safety Helpline: 0808 800 5002

Childline: 0800 1111 or online chat
Samaritans: 116 123

Community Safety

Dark nights and busy town centres can increase risks. Please remind your child to:
Travel with friends where possible.

Let someone know where they are and when they’ll be home.

Keep valuables out of sight.
Avoid unsafe shortcuts or poorly lit areas.
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Support During the Holidays

Although school will close for the Christmas break, safeguarding support remains available.
If you are worried about the immediate safety of a child, please contact:

Oldham MASH (Children’s Services): 0161 770 7777
Police (non-emergency): 101
Emergency services: 999

We understand that the festive season can be challenging for some families. If you need help
with food, St Barnabas Church in Lees runs a local food bank that supports families in our
community.
St Barnabas Church Food Bank, Lees

e Address: Arundel St, Oldham, OL4 1NL

e For more information, please visit their website or contact the church directly.

You can also access support through:

e Oldham Food Bank: https://oldham.foodbank.org.uk/
e Trussell Trust Find your nearest food bank: https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-
a-foodbank/

For school related safeguarding concerns that are not urgent, you can email the safeguarding
inbox and a member of the DSL team will pick this up when school reopens.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 5th January, at the usual time of
08:25.

E E You can find a more detailed video summary
' Of this letter by scanning the QR code here!

Warm regards,
Andrea Mitchell

Principal / Headteacher
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