Information for Parents and Carers: Changes to Vehicle Access

Thursday 11" September 2025
Dear Families,

I’'m writing to provide background and explain the reasoning behind our recent decision to
keep the front vehicle gate closed at the end of the school day.

We know local congestion has been an ongoing issue, and we understand the frustration
this can cause. The volume of cars travelling up Roxbury Avenue and parking off-site often
leads to driveways, paths, gardens, and other access points being blocked, which is
understandably disruptive.

Why this change?

This September we have almost reached our total number on roll — 1357 students. Our
Academy was built in 2020 on the site of previous secondary school Breeze Hill. The
decision to build on this site was made by the Department for Education (DFE) in
collaboration with the Oldham Local Authority (LA). The LA needed to accommodate the
locality with enough secondary school places therefore the decision was made to use the
former Breeze Hill site.

The current design of our academy includes just a single entry/exit point. Since becoming
Principal in September 2024, | have identified this as inadequate and submitted a planning
application to reinstate a second rear entry point, with a view to applying for a third access
on the far side of our site.

Although our site includes a turnaround, this area was designed exclusively for school buses
to drop off and collect students, however, as our students now travel from our local
community, buses are no longer required. Though the turnaround remains, it does not have
the capacity to safely accommodate parent vehicles at the start and end of the school day.

What this means looking forward

Planning processes take time, but our goal is for students to be able to enter and exit
through up to three access points. This will reduce the need for car drop-offs and support
safe, independent travel for our young people.

I have since met with the LA’s School Streets team and am committed to working towards
introducing this scheme. (For more information, see: School Streets — Oldham Council.)

| am also engaging with the Council’s Highways team to seek urgent support for additional
access points and measures that improve pedestrian safety and reduce traffic and
congestion on local streets.



What we need from families

Over the weekend, it is important that you and your child review your current routes to and
from school. If you live within walking distance, we strongly encourage you to walk. Families
who live near the main bus routes serving our area are asked to consider using public
transport.

For those who live further away and must travel by car, we kindly ask that you do not stop
directly outside school. Instead, please make use of alternative safe and convenient drop-off
points. Parking at Aldi on Lees Road allows for a 15-minute walk, Wellyhole Street (opposite
Breezehill Road) is just a 10-minute walk, and Roundthorn Road offers suitable spaces to
pull over, from which your child can then walk approximately 10 minutes along the path
directly to school.

Thank you for your cooperation and ongoing support. This is a vital step in strengthening our
school community, not only by ensuring the safety of our students and families, but also by
improving the area around our academy through reduced congestion.

Warm Regards,

Andrea Mitchell

Headteacher



