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Headteacher’s Message

As we come to the end of this academic year, I 
want to take a moment to thank you for your 
continued support and partnership. This has been 
my first year as Headteacher at Leesbrook, and I 
feel incredibly proud of all that we’ve achieved 
together.

From the launch of our Iftar event to our Culture 
Day and Family Forums, this year has been filled 
with moments that reflect the strength and 
diversity of our community. Our students have 
embraced opportunities both inside and outside 
the classroom, and the energy they bring to 
school life has been a real highlight for me.

We’ve ended the year on a high with celebrations 
such as the Year 11 Prom and our brilliant 
whole-school performance of Shrek the Musical. 
These events remind us of the importance of joy, 
creativity and belonging — all of which are at the 
heart of what we do here at Leesbrook.

Looking ahead, our focus remains clear. We will 
continue to build an inclusive culture where every 
child feels known, valued and supported. We are 
investing in teaching and learning across the 
academy and have welcomed a full team of staff 
ready to start strong in September.

It’s been a privilege to lead Leesbrook this year. 
I wish all our families a safe and restful 
summer, and we look forward to welcoming 
students back in September.

Warm regards,

Mrs Andrea Mitchell

Headteacher



Safeguarding Message

Dear Parents, Carers, and Students,

As we approach the two-week half-term break, I 
want to take this opportunity to remind everyone 
about the importance of staying safe during the 
holidays. While this is a time to rest and recharge, 
it is also important to be mindful of potential risks 
and know where to seek support if needed.

Staying Safe Over the Break

• Water Safety – With warmer weather 
approaching, we urge students to stay away from 
deep water such as reservoirs, canals, and lakes. 
These can be extremely dangerous due to hidden 
currents, cold water shock, and unseen hazards 
beneath the surface. Please speak with your child 
about the risks.

• Online Safety – Many students will spend more 
time online during the break. Please ensure they 
use social media responsibly and are aware of 
online risks, including cyberbullying and online 
strangers. Encourage open conversations about 
their online activity.

• Community Safety – If your child is out with 
friends, remind them to stay in safe, well-lit areas 
and avoid situations where they may feel unsafe. 
Encourage them to keep in touch with you and be 
aware of their surroundings.

 

Things to Do During Half-Term

There are plenty of activities available in 
Oldham over the break, including local sports 
clubs, youth groups, and community events. 
Engaging in positive activities can help keep 
young people active, social, and safe. Please 
check Oldham Council’s website for details on 
local events.

Support Services

If you or someone you know needs help during 
the break, the following services are available:

• Children’s Social Care (MASH – Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub): 0161 770 7777

• NSPCC Childline: 0800 1111 (confidential 
support for young people)

• Samaritans: 116 123 (24/7 emotional support)

• Kooth: www.kooth.com (free online mental 
health support for young people)

• Greater Manchester Police (Non-Emergency): 
101 / In an emergency, always call 999

Please take care over the break, and we look 
forward to welcoming students back safely.
 
Mr Dixon

Designated Safeguarding Lead



Department News

Term Highlights
PE department is proud to reflect on a season packed with energy, enthusiasm, and 
achievement. Our pupils have embraced a wide variety of sports and activities, showcasing 
their skills, teamwork, and sportsmanship throughout.
In PE lessons, students have taken part in a diverse range of sports, including athletics, 
cricket, tennis, and rounders. Whether sprinting on the track, perfecting their serve, or hitting 
a six, pupils have demonstrated great commitment and progress.
A particular highlight this term was our participation in the Athletic Field Event at Radclyffe 
School, where our athletes competed with determination and pride. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for pupils to challenge themselves and represent the school in a competitive 
environment.

Teams

Beyond the Pitch

Our rounders teams have also been busy, attending multiple 
Rounders Rallies across the borough. These events have been a 
brilliant platform for pupils to develop their tactical awareness and 
enjoy the spirit of friendly competition.
In cricket, we’ve fielded several teams who have played exciting 
fixtures against Crompton House School, Hathershaw College, 
and Brian Clarke. These matches have not only tested our players’ 
skills but also strengthened inter-school relationships and team 
camaraderie.

Beyond the pitch, a group of pupils had the incredible 
opportunity to attend a Diversity & Inclusivity in Sport workshop 
at Old Trafford, hosted by the Manchester United Foundation. 
This inspiring event encouraged students to reflect on the 
importance of equality in sport and how they can be champions 
of inclusivity both on and off the field.
We’re incredibly proud of all our pupils for their hard work, 
enthusiasm, and achievements this term. We look forward to 
building on this momentum in the new academic year!
Wishing everyone a happy, healthy, and active summer!



Department News

As we round off an exciting and rewarding summer term, the Maths Department would like to 
take a moment to celebrate the many mathematical successes across our school. From 
competitions to consistent hard work, our students have shown passion, commitment, and 
impressive progress in all things maths. Here's a look at what we've achieved together! 

GCSE!
A heartfelt well done to all our Year 11 students who have worked incredibly hard this year 
to complete their GCSE Mathematics exams. Their determination, focus, and resilience 
have been evident throughout the year – from early morning revision sessions to their final 
paper.
We know how much effort goes into preparing for these important exams, and we are proud 
of the mature and positive attitude shown by the entire year group. We wish them all the 
best as they await their results and take the next steps on their journey!

UKMT
This term, many of our students took part in the UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Junior 
Challenge, and we’re incredibly proud of their achievements. A special congratulations to:
• Hafsa and Ezzah – our top-performing Year 7 students 🥇
• Zakaria – our best-performing student in Year 8 🏆
Well done to all who participated – taking part in this national challenge is a fantastic 
accomplishment! 

Sparx
A huge shoutout to our most dedicated 
students on Sparx Maths, whose 
consistent effort and independent study 
have set a high bar for excellence.
Year 7 Top Performers:
• Nimra H
• Amna M
• Junior N.G
Year 8 Top Performers:
• Kayan M
• Mushfira I
• Aaron O

Year 9 Top Performers:
• Abdul M
• Afira A
• Simab N
Year 10 Top Performers:
• Favour O
• Joel A
• Mahinoor A
Keep up the amazing work – you’ve 
shown what commitment and focus can 
achieve!

Y10 Work Experience
We were delighted to welcome four of our fantastic Year 10 girls as Maths Teaching 
Assistants during their work experience weeks. They brought great energy and 
enthusiasm into the classroom, supporting younger students with learning and 
revision activities. Their maturity and confidence were a credit to them – and a 
reminder of the incredible potential in our student body.
This term has reminded us of the joy and power of mathematics – not just as a 
subject, but as a way to grow in resilience, reasoning, and curiosity. Whether it’s 
through competitions, consistent practice, or sharing knowledge with others, we’re 
proud of the effort every student has put in.
Wishing all our students a restful and happy summer. We look forward to even more 
achievements in the new academic year!



Department News

Summer Showcase
On Wednesday 9th July, Academy Leesbrook proudly hosted our annual Summer 
Music Showcase, celebrating the talent and hard work of our young musicians. 

Performing to a full hall of parents, carers, and special guests, our students delivered 
a fantastic evening of music, showcasing a wide variety of styles and instruments.

The evening featured soloists and small ensembles, all of which demonstrated the 
progress and passion our students have developed over the year. From confident 
vocalists to expressive instrumentalists, the standard of performance was 
outstanding, and a true testament to the dedication of both students and staff.

We were especially delighted to welcome pupils from Years 3 and 4 at Oasis 
Academy Clarksfield as part of our audience. Their enthusiasm and support added a 
wonderful sense of community to the event.

Music continues to thrive at Leesbrook, with over 125 students currently learning an 
instrument or taking singing lessons through our peripatetic programme.

The showcase was a brilliant reflection of this growing musical culture and the 
vibrant creativity at the heart of our school.

A huge thank you to everyone who attended, and congratulations once again to all of 
our performers — we are incredibly proud of you!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to one of our Y10 GCSE music 
students, Wang Yan Yau, for achieving ABRSM Grade 
4 Piano Performance with Distinction!



Department News

KS3
As we wrap up another exciting term here the Languages Department would like to 
celebrate the fantastic efforts and achievements of our students across all year 
groups. Year 7 & 8 – C’est fantastique and muy bien!

Our Year 7 students have been diving into French with enthusiasm, while Year 8 have 
been sharpening their Spanish skills. Both year groups rose to the challenge of their 
end-of-year assessments, and we’re incredibly proud of the progress they’ve made. A 
shout out to to Hadi and Kaylan in Y7 for truly smashing it this half term – your hard 
work has not gone unnoticed!

Trip
Excitingly, Mr Barnes is in the early stages of planning a trip to Paris next academic 
year – so keep your eyes peeled for more details in the autumn term!

Year 9
Year 9 have been working diligently this term, not only in their lessons but 
also making important decisions about their future language learning. 
We’re thrilled that many students have chosen to continue their journey 
by taking GCSE German next year. Mrs Kaur-Parkesand Mr Welsh are 
looking forward to welcoming the new cohort and supporting them in 
mastering the language. A special well done to M. Zakariya for his 
outstanding commitment and progress this year.

KS4
Our Year 10 students have been preparing for and sitting their mock 
exams, showing maturity and focus as they gear up for the demands of 
Year 11. We’re excited to see the growth they will make next year and are 
confident they’re laying the foundations for success in their final exams. 
Monica Diallo and Fatima Kousar have shown exemplary commitment to 
their studies so merci beaucoup!
From all of us in the Languages Department, we wish you a joyful, 
relaxing, and safe summer. See you in September, where we will be 
welcoming 3 new teachers to the department!

L



Department News

Year 7
Y7 worked on the magnificent, ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ which great focus on how 
to write the perfect analytical paragraph. All students were introduced to the 
ELECT structure in order to write developed paragraphs and showing a clear 
understanding of their interpretation. 

Year 8
Y8 had a focus on ‘All Things Fall Apart’, learning about the dark history of 
colonisation and the impact it had on others. All students showed 
compassion and sympathy towards the countries that colonisation affected. 
They even drew links to current day issues that are linked to colonialism. 

Year 9
Y9 had the chance to focus on a GCSE text, ‘Anita and Me’. They 
worked tirelessly on creating GCSE style responses with close 
supervision of the English teachers.

KS4
A massive congratulation to our Y10 who have completed their first 
GCSE mocks. This has allowed our teachers to close any gaps in 
their learning through careful revision provided, tailored to their 
classes’ needs.



Department News

Year 7
As we wrap up another exciting year in Geography, it’s been fantastic to see 
students explore such a wide range of topics. Year 7 have ended the year delving 
into river processes and the physical and human geography of the Middle East, 
gaining a strong foundation in both physical and regional geography.

Year 8
Year 8 have explored coastal environments, learning how natural forces shape our 
coastlines, before tackling sustainability—thinking critically about how we can live 
more responsibly on our planet. A group of students will also be completing coastal 
fieldwork at Ainsdale, putting their classroom knowledge into real-world practice!

Year 9
Year 9 have studied natural hazards, including earthquakes, volcanoes, 
and tropical storms. They’ve shown great interest in understanding the 
science behind these events and the human impacts they cause, setting 
them up well for future studies.

KS4
Year 10 have now completed their UK Physical Landscapes topic and are 
beginning Resource Management. Their analytical skills and map work 
have come on brilliantly—well done to all for their hard work this year!

Finally, we wish Year 11 the very best of luck as they await their GCSE 
results. Your dedication and effort have not gone unnoticed—we’re proud 
of you and hope you enjoy a well-deserved summer break!



Department News

Year 11
Our Year 11 students have been working hard on their scripted performances and 
final assessments — and we’re confident that some excellent grades are on the 
horizon. It’s been a privilege to teach such a brilliantly quirky and dedicated group 
of students. We’re so proud of their journey and will miss them dearly.

London Trip
Students had a brilliant time in London, starting with a high-energy Lion King dance 
workshop at Pineapple Studios, followed by a breathtaking front-row experience of 
the West End show. The students represented Leesbrook with pride.

Blood Brothers
As part of their GCSE studies, Year 10 and 11 students attended a powerful live 
performance of Blood Brothers at The Palace Theatre. Watching their set text come 
to life on stage brought their learning into sharp focus and helped deepen their 
understanding of the play’s emotional and social themes.

Shrek The Musical
We took to the stage with a sold-out performance of Shrek the Musical, and what a 
way it was to end the year. Students from Years 7 to 10 had been rehearsing since 
October, showing real commitment each week to bring the story to life. The final 
production was a brilliant display of teamwork, with staff, students, and even former 
pupils helping to create the sets, manage the lighting and sound, and support 
backstage. Around 500 people came through our doors to enjoy the show, and the 
atmosphere was electric. Thank you to everyone who supported us and helped 
make it such a special event.



Department News

Library
It has been a busy term in the library, hosting a whole slate of different events in school, 
including Year 10 Mock Exams and schoolwide NGRT reading testing. Closing out the year, 
we are celebrating all of the contributions made to the library by our wonderful student 
librarian cohort and thank them for all of their hard work across the school year. We have 
also enjoyed Leesbrook’s inaugural Literacy Rewards Trip, aiming to commend those who 
have been fully committed to their reading pursuits this school year. Students were able to 
visit Odeon at the Trafford Centre for a private movie screening, before having the 
opportunity to visit Waterstones with £10 voucher to spend, courtesy of the academy. We 
are looking ahead to September in excitement, with a new cohort of new student librarians 
to recruit and new literary opportunities to experience here in the Leesbrook Library.

Lexia
This academic year we have seen dedication towards literacy from our cohort of Lexia 
students, with all students progressing through the content. Improvements have been 
made by our year 7 classes this term, with them making 34% progress in comprehension! 
This is a fantastic achievement, and we are very proud of them.

We would like to take this opportunity to put a spotlight on Shayan Ali Bibi who is in our 
year 7 class. Shayan has made outstanding improvements this term and has progressed 
by four levels in Comprehension in a short space of time. Well done, Shayan, your 
teachers are proud of you!

Shayan -  “I enjoy Lexia because the lesson is calm, I like learning on the computer, and 
I’ve got better at comprehension”.Literacy

We’re proud of our Lexia students, 35% of KS3 learners have graduated from the program 
since September! If your child is one of them, a letter has been sent home; please celebrate 
their success and keep encouraging reading.
In June, all Year 7–10 students will sit the NGRT test to help us plan support for next year. 
Lexia students should complete at least 30 minutes of Lexia at home weekly to stay on track.
Special recognition goes to Ahmad Faraz (9SBE) for completing the most Lexia units in Year 
9, well done, Ahmad!
Mrs Massey’s club meets Thursdays after school to enjoy books and biscuits. They’re now on 
their third book and welcome new members. Interested students can speak to Mrs Massey in 
the Library.

Debate Mate
Our Leesbrook debaters did fantastically in the regional competition in April, with both 
teams winning the first round and one team winning the second! The notions were 'this 
House believes that the UK should be fully self-sufficient' and 'this House believes that 
politicians should not be allowed to have a personal social media account.' We look 
forward to recruiting more students in the autumn! Please see Ms Moore if you would like 
to join the after school club and be coached by university students who are our excellent 
mentors.



Department News

SEND Transition
Our recent Transition Day for SEND students was incredibly impactful, particularly within our 
nurture areas, where pupils had the opportunity to build early relationships with key staff and 
become familiar with the safe, supportive environments they will be learning in. The day was 
filled with smiles, confidence-building activities, and gentle introductions that helped ease 
anxieties and spark excitement about the year ahead. We were also thrilled with the excellent 
turnout at our SEND Transition Evening, where parents and carers engaged positively with 
staff, asked thoughtful questions, and expressed a shared commitment to supporting their 
child’s journey. The strong attendance and engagement are a clear sign that our approach to 
collaborative working between school and families is moving in the right direction—and we 
are excited to continue building these vital partnerships as we welcome our new cohort.

Summer Tips!
The long break can feel uncertain for some children with SEND. To help maintain structure 
and wellbeing:

• Stick to regular routines using visual timetables and countdowns to September
• Explore SEND-friendly activities like local sensory parks or quiet crafts
• Access wellbeing support through trusted services like Kooth, CAMHS, or Place2Be
• Use gentle transition strategies like revisiting school-day routines and showing photos of 

new staff or classrooms



Department News

GMHigher
Eight of our Year 10 students were selected to attend GMHigher’s 
residential programmes at the University of Manchester. Students took part 
in either WiseUp or Scientific You!, engaging in academic workshops and 
experiencing university life in a hands-on, inspiring way.

Y10 HPA Visit
As part of our commitment to high prior attainment students, a 
group of Year 10s visited Corpus Christi. The visit formed part of 
their enrichment programme, helping raise aspirations and 
expand their academic horizons.

Offord University
All Year 10 students recently took part in an aspirational session 
delivered by the University of Oxford, exploring pathways to higher 
education. A selected group will now take part in Oxford’s BeUniQ 
programme, receiving bespoke support and guidance as they begin 
to consider their future.



Department News

Blackpool Rewards Trip
A brilliant day was had by students attending our end-of-year rewards trip to 
Blackpool. This celebration recognised those who have consistently 
demonstrated outstanding behaviour, effort, and attitude throughout the 
year.

Y11 Prom!
We recently celebrated our incredible Year 11 cohort at their Leavers 
Assembly and Prom. These events were a fitting farewell to a group 
of students who have shown resilience and maturity throughout their 
final year. We’re proud of all they have achieved and look forward to 
welcoming them back on Results Day.

Looking Ahead: Paris 2026!
We're excited to announce that planning is underway for a Paris 
residential trip in February 2026. Open to our current Year 7 and 8 
students, this promises to be a cultural and educational highlight in 
the years to come. More details will be shared soon.



Department News

Chester zoo
Our Year 8 students had a fantastic time exploring Chester Zoo. It 
was a great opportunity to extend their learning in Science and 
Geography, while also building friendships and enjoying a 
well-deserved adventure together.

College Taster
As part of their preparation for life beyond school, our Year 10 
students visited both Oldham Sixth Form College and Oldham 
College. These taster days gave them a first-hand look at post-16 
study options and inspired them to start thinking seriously about 
their next steps.

DofE Bronze
A huge congratulations to our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh 
participants, who completed their Bronze Award expedition with 
determination and teamwork. It’s been fantastic to see them rise to 
the challenge and develop confidence and resilience along the way.



Department News

Round Up!
It’s been a fantastic term for Year 7 – not overly busy, but wonderfully settled. Our students 
have continued to impress us with their positive attitude, resilience, and enthusiasm 
throughout their first year at school. The year team couldn’t be prouder of how far they’ve 
come.

This term, highlights have included a brilliant showing at the Science Fair, a lively Music 
Showcase, and a fun-filled trip to Blackpool. We’ve also enjoyed celebrating birthdays and 
recognising student successes across the year group.

Now, as they prepare to move up into Year 8, we’re excited to see what the next chapter 
brings!

7



A group of Leesbrook students took part in the Teens and Toddlers 
programme, working weekly with reception children at a local primary school. 
Through this mentoring experience, students developed confidence, empathy, 
and a sense of responsibility. They represented the academy with maturity 
and were a real credit to us.

Year Group News

Teens & Toddlers

Progressive Masculinity
Selected students engaged in a two-day programme designed to explore and 
challenge outdated models of masculinity. The sessions focused on 
developing emotional intelligence, self-esteem, and oracy skills, while 
encouraging students to build values-led identities and take pride in their 
potential as positive leaders within the school.

8



Department News

British Science Week
Science Week 2025 was an amazing success at our school, running from Monday, March 10 
to Friday, March 14! Students enjoyed a fun week of exciting experiments, science quizzes, 
inspiring guest speakers, and hands-on activities. This year’s theme, “Exploring the Future,” 
sparked curiosity and creativity as we explored space travel, robotics, and climate solutions. 

Science Bees
We held our very first Science Bee to crown Leesbrook’s ultimate Year 7 Science Champion 
– and it was a huge hit! Each Science class nominated a representative to compete in a 
thrilling showdown of knowledge, with exciting rounds, plenty of cheering, and incredible 
prizes up for grabs. The event was a massive success, creating a real buzz across the year 
group and showcasing just how passionate our students are about science. It was such a 
standout moment of the year for Science, that we’re proud to announce the Science Bee 
will now become an annual tradition at Leesbrook. Congratulations and huge well done 
once again to Malikah!

Practicals!
This year, students across all year groups have brought science to life through exciting 
practical work. From chemical reactions and circuits to plant dissections and reaction rate 
experiments, their enthusiasm and curiosity have shone through. Alongside scientific skills, 
they’ve developed teamwork, precision, and critical thinking. A brilliant year of discovery!

British Science Week Cont.
To mark British Science Week, students from all year groups took part in our Science Poster 
Competition — and with over 100 entries, the standard was incredibly high. From space 
exploration to climate change, posters showcased creativity and real scientific thought. 
Congratulations to winner Aysha, whose powerful piece on climate change stood out. A huge 
well done to all who took part!

Chester Zoo
As part of our ongoing commitment to learning beyond the classroom, our Year 8 students 
enjoyed an unforgettable trip to Chester Zoo this term. The visit wasn’t just a fun day out—it 
was packed with educational value and hands-on learning. Students explored animal 
behaviour, habitat conservation, and the role of zoos in global biodiversity efforts. They 
honed their observation skills, practiced note-taking in real-world settings, reading a map 
and even engaged in discussions around ethical treatment of animals and sustainability.
From watching the majestic big cats to learning how climate change affects rainforest 
species, students showed real curiosity and maturity throughout the day. It was inspiring to 
see how many linked what they saw to their science lessons back at school.
The best part? We didn’t lose a single student to the monkey enclosure! With such a 
successful and enriching experience, we’re already planning to continue the Chester Zoo 
legacy next year—watch this space!



Year Group News

0161 Project
We continued our partnership with 0161, and this year, we were excited to introduce 
City in the Community. These experiences have given our students valuable 
opportunities for personal growth and have truly highlighted how exceptional our 
Year 9 students at Oasis Leesbrook are.

CITC
Six outstanding pupils represented Leesbrook at Wembley through our partnership 
with City in the Community. They took part in sessions focused on leadership, 
teamwork, and diversity in sport—including discussions on the use of sport hijabs for 
women, demonstrating how inclusive football can be. 

9
University Visits

One of the standout opportunities was visiting the University of Huddersfield 
and the University of Bolton. There, students learned what university life is 
like and explored a wide range of career paths.

Rewards
We’ve celebrated the success of hundreds of students in our rewards 
assemblies. Prizes included a brand-new bike, spots on a special Blackpool 
trip, vouchers, and plenty of chocolate! All students recognised were 
nominated by their teachers for their dedication and achievements in school.

Next Year
As we look ahead to the next two important years, students have now chosen 
their options and the real hard work begins. Have a wonderful summer, stay 
safe, and I can’t wait to see what the next chapter holds!



Year Group News

Congratulations!
What an amazing and eventful year it has been for the year 10s! And this term has 
been no different. Our year 10s amazed us throughout their mocks. Their level of 
maturity and commitment was outstanding! They exceeded our standards and 
expectations, and all students should be incredibly proud of themselves.

College Visits
We have also had the pleasure of visiting Oldham Sixth Form College and Oldham 
College. Both gave our year 10s an insight into post 16 life, what courses are 
available and what college life looks and feels like. Individual Year 10s studying Art 
at GCSE have had a further visit to the colleges for an Art Exhibition.

10

Work Experience
Our students where able to gain an insight into the world of employment during work 
experience week. 
There have been several Year 10s participate in their Duke of Edinburgh awards who 
has thoroughly enjoyed this experience, although found it tougher than expected!
There has been a visit from Oxford University who delivered sessions to all year 10s, 
encouraging them to aim higher and that their dreams, ambitions and goals are in 
reach! 



Year Group News

Leavers Assembly
We recently came together to celebrate our Year 11 students at their Leavers 
assembly. The assembly was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on their journey, 
acknowledge their achievements, and to say goodbye.
Students and staff joined together to share memories, offer words of 
encouragement, and celebrate the resilience and determination shown by the Year 
11 cohort throughout their GCSE exams and school life.
 

Prom
Last night we were honoured to host the prom for our Class of 2025!
We witnessed our Year 11's take a remarkable step forward, presenting themselves 
not just as students but as mature confident young adults.
Our students looked exceptional and conducted themselves with the grace, respect 
and integrity that show what it means to be a #LeesbrookLegend!

11

We look forward to welcoming students back to the academy 
on Thursday 21st August, from 9:00am until 11:00am
Parents and family members are welcome to attend and 
celebrate this important milestone with us!

Results 



A group of Leesbrook students took part in the Teens and Toddlers 
programme, working weekly with reception children at a local primary school. 
Through this mentoring experience, students developed confidence, empathy, 
and a sense of responsibility. They represented the academy with maturity 
and were a real credit to us.


